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Director, Standing Committee on State Contact: Robert Maginnity
Development, Parliament House OurRef:  DOC2025/132885
Macquarie Street

SYDNEY NSW 2000

Dear Director,

Submission to Inquiry: Local Government Amendment (Elections) Bill 2025
Subject 2

Cessnock City Council (Council) is pleased to have the opportunity to make a submission
on the above Bill.

Shorter pre-polling period

Council disagrees with the notion of shortening the pre-polling period to five (5) business
days prior to an election. Increasingly, people are attending pre-polling due to work, carer’s
responsibilities and other. Shortening the pre-polling period will result in longer queues on
election day, resulting in greater frustration and placing further strain on election workers.

Requirement for NSW Electoral Commission to run all Council elections

Council disagrees with this requirement and believes that an individual Councils should
retain the option to engage a private service provider if they so elect.

Countback elections

Council agrees with the proposal to mandate countback elections for the full term of council
and supports extending this option beyond the first 18 months of the council term.

However, restricting countback elections to Councillors on a group ticket only should be
reconsidered, as this may have significant adverse implications for those councils who have
ungrouped elections. The costs of a bi-election are significant and as vacancies in office are
not anticipated, bi-elections are not budgeted for. This will create financial strain on councils
where there may already be under financial duress.

If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact me on
telephone or via email

Yours sincerely

Robert Maginnity
Director Corporate & Community Services
t: 02 4993 4100 f: 02 4993 2500
p: PO Box 152 Cessnock NSW 2325

e: council@cessnock.nsw.gov.au w: www.cessnock.nsw.gov.au
ABN 60 919 148 928





