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Thank you for your consideration of my submission. 

I am an experienced senior election official with the NSW and Australian Electoral 
Commissions. My submission does not reflect the views or positions of either organisation. 

 

That “a polling place for a council election must not be located outside the council’s local 
government area” should NOT be legislated. 

It’s a simplistic, sledgehammer response to something requiring a more nuanced, 
comprehensive and rigorous approach. 

Venue procurement and availability does not align with council boundaries. There may be 
genuine, sound reasons that a voting centre is located on or near the outer side of a council 
boundary and such operational flexibility must remain available to the Electoral Commission. 

This legislation would disproportionately affect voters in areas (or wards) who live on or near 
council boundaries, who stand to instantly lose venue options that usually might have been 
“across the street or down the road”; where there may or may not be another available venue 
nearby. 

For clarity, I am not suggesting that current out of area voting centres should continue to exist 
simply because they currently exist. 

Voting centre allocations should remain, unencumbered but rigorously refreshed, as a 
determination of the Electoral Commission. 

 

The actual issue is that over the last few electoral cycles, election day attendance has fallen 
dramatically to about half of all votes taken; yet election day venue availability has stayed near 
identical. 

A venue’s reduction of one or more issuing staff to reflect this downturn, does not offset the 
overall logistical and increasing financial base of permanently maintaining the same breadth of 
steadily less utilised election day venues. 

The real issue isn’t out of area venues, it’s venues as a whole. 

Rather than legislatively stopping out of area voting centres from existing, the Electoral 
Commission should take on a renewed, more focused approach to election day venue 
selection through a comprehensive assessment of all voting centres in each area (or ward). 

Following assessment and where feasible in an area (or ward), select venues should be 
consolidated to ensure that voters in all areas have well-resourced, well-staffed voting centres 
available to them. There should be criteria / guidelines established to guide the process, such 
as: 

• Where multiple venues exist in reasonably accessible geographical proximity, look to 
selectively combine venues. Many venues now only take hundreds (or less) of votes, 
where in the past, it was multiples of. This may be of particular relevance to voting 
centres with wards. 



• For venues currently outside of area (or ward) boundaries, can voters be 
accommodated within the area (or ward). 

• Where a venue’s hire charge for election day is considered (comparatively) excessive – 
is there another venue nearby that can be used. 

To be clear, this not a suggestion for wholesale mergers towards a small number of mega 
election day venues. It’s a modest, focused and considered rationalisation to ensure both cost 
effectiveness and community servicing. 

 

Select Other Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 Amendments for Consideration. 

Omit “Returning Officer” wherever occurring. Insert instead “Election Manager”. 

Omit “Substitute Returning Officer” wherever occurring. Insert instead “Substitute Election 
Manager”. 

Explanation – Updating nomenclature to more modern terminology and in line with State 
Elections. 

 

Omit Section 297(2) “If an area is divided into wards, at least one polling place is to be 
appointed by the election manager for all wards, at which a person enrolled in any such ward 
may vote.” 

Explanation – To enhance current operational requirements and alongside the parallel intent to 
abandon out of council area venues, this item should be removed. It’s an enforced, 
unpromoted catch-all venue option and something that isn’t required to be legislated. 

In addition, the operation of an election day all wards venue is much more complex than other 
election day venues and significantly more complex than the equivalent operation for early 
voting. 

In line with the earlier stated process, “what votes are issued where” should a refreshed 
operational determination of the Electoral Commission. 

 

Omit 324(a) “-as soon as practicable after 6pm on the day before election day, or” 

Insert instead “-as soon as practicable after the close of voting on the day before election day, 
or” 

Explanation – Removes time reference. 

 

Thank you. 


