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To: Max Menzies

Subject: FW: NSW government bill would end council countbacks NOT GOOD AND MORE

NEEDED

Committee Members,

This Bill is ‘tinkering at the edges’. Who cares who runs the LG elections? |
have never seen that raised as an issue. Much more needed in LG.

There NEVER should be a byelection in Local Councils. That is a huge cost
and disruption. | lived through at least one in Willoughby and probably
somewhere else. Why only 18 months for countbacks? Rationale? There
should be countbacks for EVERY vacancy. Either someone on the group
ticket or next highest number of votes. If necessary, manage with one less.
| am totally opposed to public election of mayors.1.Most people don’t care
who the mayor is.2.Most people don’t know who the mayor is until they get
into the polling booth. They still don’t know who to vote for. Suddenly they
see a name they recognise.eg Clover Moore, Jilly Gibson, Pat Reilly, Gail
Giles Gidney and TICK.3. Once elected by that method it is impossible to
dislodge them.

One way around it is to have term limits as almost every public body in the
US has.

My preference is three term limits. If you can’t achieve what you want to
achieve in twelve years you never will. Of course, some don’t achieve
anything in twelve years and only benefit from incumbency.

The ones to choose the mayor are the other councillors. The term can be
either one or two years before they have to stand for election again. | prefer
if their term is maximum two years. Give someone else a go.

If there are three in each ward and one is elected mayor the two remaining
are sufficient.

While we are still stuck with the popularly elected situation there is the
issue of whether they should only stand for mayor or can also stand as a
councillor as happens in eg Willoughby.

At the moment the crazy system is that if someone is elected as mayor
who has also managed to be elected as a councillor, the mayor steps up
creating a vacancy. The person who was number two on his or her ticket
automatically becomes a councillor in her place. | am totally opposed to
that happening.

1.The number two is usually barely known.

2. They have not campaigned or spoken at candidate nights so no one
knows anything about them.



3. They are beholden to the mayor who put them there so are unlikely to
ever vote against them.

There is the issue of a popularly elected mayor who was also voted in as a
councillor voting on ordinary motions. That means that ward has four votes
and other wards only three.

Then if the vote is tied the mayor gets a second vote. | call that ‘double
dipping.’

Noel Reidy, who was the best mayor of Willoughby in my 45 years, was
elected from the floor by the other alderman year after year. He never
voted on a motion unless it was tied. Then and only then did he vote and
where possible he voted for the STATUS QUO.

An amendment to the Act should prevent the mayor-or chairperson-
‘double dipping’.

You will have noticed that JD Vance as US Vice President only got to vote
because the vote was tied. He had not been permitted until that stage.
Thatis as it should be in LG.

Many will not agree with my suggestions. | was an alderman for a term
many years ago and | have been a keen follower of Local Government ever
since. Some would say too keen.

Please put all my points on the agenda of the current Enquiry. Where can |
find it?.

Suggest to Ron Hoenig-who has been around as long as | have- and Chris

Minns that the current Bill be put on hold until all these other points are
included.

Do it properly and not ‘half baked’.

Yours sincerely,

Max Menzies
Solicitor





