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I have a significant and personal interest in this Bill as I was involved in a scenario that this Bill is
designed to prevent.

I was involved in the 2024 Local Government Elections in the Mid Western LGA . The number
two candidate on a Labor group ticket.Our lead candidate was unable to take the position that she
was elected to ,due, tragically to ill health. The council was for-warned before their first meeting
of a casual vacancy. With this knowledge they made a biased decision that was ill informed with ill
intent. I could argue that within minutes of tacking the oath of office that those councillors
breached the code of conduct three times,”’making a decision ignoring the best available
information” ,’acting against the interest of the community” and “bringing the council into
disrepute” . They called for a By Election not even following the procedure to vote for a count back
ofr not.

I was forced to go to a majority election to try and reinstate the voice of those voters who had
won a representative voice . It was unlikely that I could win a majority election considering that
little more than 10% of the community had voted for our group.

As it transpired our community was so disgusted and enraged by the wasteful and undemocratic
decision of those councillors that I received overwhelming support and won the election.

I am hopeful that this bill passes parliament and a community never has to suffer a situation like
this again ,the waste of several hundred of thousands of dollars and the burden and cost of rolling
up to another election so soon after the first .In fact many in the community were unaware there
was a by election and some even refused to vote again, incurring a fine .

Thank you for the opportunity to shine some light on this disgraceful event.



