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| write in strong support of the Local Government Amendment (Elections) Bill 2025, and | echo
the reasoning put forward by the Chair of the Standing Committee on State Development, the
Hon. Emily Suvaal MLC, who stated:

"The changes proposed in this bill have been introduced to address identified issues relating to
council elections, and seek to make the process more streamlined, straightforward and
accessible.”

These proposed amendments represent sensible and practical reforms to the conduct of local
government elections in New South Wales.

Mandating that all local government elections be conducted solely by the NSW Electoral
Commissioner will establish a uniform, impartial electoral framework across NSW. Centralised
administration is a vital step towards instilling trust in the local democratic process.

Reducing the pre-poll voting period from two weeks to five days restores pre-polling to its
intended purpose, serving voters who genuinely cannot attend on election day. A five-day pre-
poll period offers a fair compromise between accessibility and efficiency.

Requiring polling places to be located within the respective council boundaries is a sensible and
locally focused reform.

Ensuring that casual vacancies are filled by the next unelected candidate from the same group
as the departing councillor is a fair, efficient and democratic solution as it reflects the original
intention of voters who supported that group.

The Local Government Amendment (Elections) Bill 2025 presents a well considered package of
reforms to enhance consistency and credibility in the administration of local council elections.

| urge the committee to support the passage of this Bill in full.

Councillor Danielle Maltman

Port Macquarie Hastings Council





