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Penrith City Council Submission – Local Government Amendment (Elections) Bill 
2025 
 
Dear Committee Members, 
 
Penrith City Council values the opportunity to provide a submission to the NSW 
Legislative Council’s Standing Committee regarding the Local Government 
Amendment (Elections) Bill 2025. 
 
It is noted that correspondence inviting submissions was received late on 1 July 
2025, with a deadline of 8 July 2025. Due to the limited timeframe, Council officers 
contacted the Secretariat to clarify whether Councillors had been directly 
informed of the inquiry. It is Council’s position that Councillors should be formally 
notified of such amendments, given their relevance to both the operational 
framework and the democratic processes underpinning local government 
elections. 
 
The enclosed table outlines Council’s responses to the proposed amendments. 
Due to the limited timeframe this submission has been prepared by Council 
officers. The Councillors were made aware of the Local Government Amendment 
(Elections) Bill 2025 and the submission process. 
 
Thank you for considering Penrith City Council’s submission. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Penrith City Council 
 



Penrith City Council submission on the Local Government Amendment (Elections) 
Bill 2025 

penrith.city 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Inquiry into Local Government 

Amendment (Elections) 
Bill 2025 

 
 

Penrith City Council Submission to the NSW Legislative 
Council's Standing Committee 



Penrith City Council submission on the Local Government Amendment (Elections) Bill 2025 

penrith.city 

Proposed Amendment to the Bill Summary PCC Organisational Response 

Requirement that elections are 
administered by the Electoral 
Commissioner 

An election, poll, or constitutional referendum of a 
council to be administered by the Electoral 
Commissioner rather than by an electoral services 
provider engaged by the council. 

Supported.  

The administration of local elections by the NSW 
Electoral Commission would ensure standardised 
administration across all councils, improve 
transparency, reduce risk and uphold public trust. 

Pre-poll voting may only occur for five 
business days (section 296C(3)) 

Pre-poll voting may only occur during the 5 business 
days immediately before the date of an election. 

Partially Supported. 

Council supports greater clarity and consistency 
relating to pre-polling. 

It is suggested that including the Saturday prior to 
the election would increase voting options for those 
who work outside the LGA during the week. 

 

Polling places to be located within the 
council's local government area (section 
296C(2)) 

Polling places for a council election must not be located 
outside the council’s local government area. 

Supported.  
 
 

Casual vacancies to be filled by 
candidates from the same group as a 
vacating councillor. 

• Section 291A of the LG Act currently provides that 
countback elections must be held instead of by-
elections to fill casual vacancies in certain 
circumstances. This section is to be repealed 
immediately before the next ordinary election. 

• A proposed amendment provides that: 
- if there is a casual vacancy and the name of the 

person who caused the vacancy was included in 

Council officers support measures to increase 
efficiency of operational practices. Commentary on 
the democratic process should be drawn from 
elected officials and the community. 
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Proposed Amendment to the Bill Summary PCC Organisational Response 

a group on the ballot-papers at the election at 
which the person was elected, the Governor 
must, in accordance with the regulations, 
appoint another eligible person included in the 
group to fill the vacancy.  

- If the Governor is not able to appoint a person, a 
by-election must be held to fill the vacancy 

 
 
For any further information regarding this submission please contact Mr Adam Beggs, Head of Governance or Mr Stuart Benzie, 
Governance Coordinator on 4732 7777. 
  




