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Dear Director,

I am writing on behalf of Forbes Shire Council to make submission on the proposed amendments
set out within the Local Government Amendment (Elections) Bill 2025.

Section 291B — Filling of casual vacancies — groups of candidates

Council submits that the process of filling casual vacancies for group candidates should be
determined by each council via a resolution. Individual councils should be able to consider their
own situation and whether any such vacancies should be filled by an individual candidate or a
group candidate.

Section 296(5) — (8) — Elections to be administered by Electoral Commissioner

As a rural Council, we have no objections to the use of the Electoral Commissioner as the sole
election provider. However, Council holds significant concerns regarding the proposed
amendments regarding costs of elections and keeping this cost affordable to smaller councils,
especially when these councils may also be subject to by-elections when the requisite number of
candidates are not available. Council acknowledges that it is, and has been, liable to meet the costs
of elections. However, with limited resources available to rural councils, it is imperative the election
costs are kept as low as possible to minimise impact on our community.

Section 296C(3) — Conduct of elections

It is Council’s submission that pre-polling should be permitted from the Saturday before the
election day, allowing six (6) days for pre-polling. As a rural area made up of multiple remote
villages and farming operations disperses over the 4,718 km2 of the Forbes Local Government
Area, there are many members of our community that cannot attend the towncentre-based polling
venues mid-week. The allowance of an additional weekend day allows greater accessibility to these
polling venues, which is imperative for many members of rural communities. Council is supportive
of reducing the opening hours of pre-poll stations as a means of reducing the election cost to
passed on to councils.

Finally, Council notes it is supportive of, and endorses, the submission made by LGNSW.

Thank you for considering this submission.



