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I am a Jewish journalist and author with a degree in Middle East politics and a history of serious 
engagement with this issue over nearly 50 years. I have been a Middle East correspondent and 
reported from the region for decades. 

If I may, I would like to refer this committee firstly to several stories of mine published in the Sydney 
Morning Herald and Melbourne Age since October 7, 2023, and secondly to the many Jewish voices 
raised in Australia and internationally opposing Israel’s actions in Gaza since that date and for decades 
prior.. 

No true, balanced understanding of the recent spike in anti-Semitism can be understood without 
taking into account the mass slaughter of Palestinians that has occurred in Gaza since Hamas’ 
murderous assault on Israel on October 7, along with nearly 60 years of brutal occupation. 

If possible I would like to speak to this committee to assist in whatever way I can understand better 
the ways in which justified criticism of Israel is being conflated with anti-Semitism to stifle urgent and 
necessary debate on this conflict … and, in my opinion, paradoxically leading to more anti-Semitism. 

I can be contacted on  or  

Thank you 

David Leser 

www..davidleser.com 




