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Arab Council Australia welcomes the opportunity to submit its views to the inquiry into
antisemitism in New South Wales

" About Arab Council Australia

Arab Council Australia (ACA) is a secular all-inclusive and independent peak Arab community
organisation?. It has the specific aim of assisting the successful social inclusion of people from
Arab backgrounds and promoting their active participation in and contribution to the wider
community. It is located in Sydney, where the largest population of Arab Australians live, but works
on behalf of Arab Australians all over Australia.

ACA is steadfast in working inclusively across diversity and in forging strong collaborative practices
with community, government and other sectors. Over our 43-year history, we have been supporting
and assisting Australians of Arabic speaking background [comprising of diverse groups whose origins
are from 22 Arab countries] through a range of essential services. We believe in building a safe and
secure future for a multicultural Australia and protecting our most vulnerable citizens.

ACA is committed to social justice, and discrimination in any form is incompatible with our values of
equality and equity for all. We oppose racism and bigotry in all its forms. ACA has a long history of
advocating for the community against racism, including being actively involved in the campaign to
repeal section 18c from the Race Discrimination Act 1975 (Cwth), a campaign that brought together
diverse communities who recognised that racism can only be challenged when it is addressed
directly and on all fronts.

"l INTRODUCTION

Arab Council Australia regards the fight against antisemitism as inseparable from the overall struggle
against all forms of racial, ethnic, cultural, religious and gender discrimination.

ACA is concerned about giving quasi-legal force to definitions that create special categories of bigotry
like antisemitism or Islamophobia. Exceptionalising one form of bigotry over others is not only
ineffective, but also counterproductive. It divides communities, instead of uniting them.

Arab Council Australia is concerned with the adoption of versions of the controversial? International
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism by institutions in Australia,
because such definitions seek to conflate criticism of the State of Israel with antisemitism. This

' Arab Council Australia: https://www.arabcouncil.org.au/pages.php?About-Us

2 OHCR: PHROC Concerns on Special Rapporteur’s Adoption of IHRA Definition of Anti-Semitism
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Religion/Submissions/PHROC_Responseto
Report.pdf
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definition has been rejected by hundreds of scholars of antisemitism and Jewish studies® and was
never intended to be used as a tool to regulate speech. This may have an adverse impact on free
speech and debate on an issue of great concern to our communities.

The Arab Australian community has been profoundly impacted by the ongoing genocide in Gaza
{footnote], and the military assaults on Lebanon, Syria and the West Bank. These communities have
watched on as over 50,000 Palestinians have been killed as direct result of Israel’s campaign, with the
indirect death toll being much higher. Over 1000 healthcare workers* and at least 173 journalists and
media workers® journalists have been killed. Almost the entire population of Gaza has been forcibly
displaced multiple times and subjected to deliberate starvation. ACA believes that in the
circumstances it is unreasonable to police our communities’ criticism of the State perpetrating these
war crimes.

ACA is concerned about anti-Jewish bigotry in the Australian community, as we are concerned about
anti-Arab, Anti-Palestinian, and all other forms of racism and discrimination.

"  RECOMMENDATIONS

ACA works closely with Arabic speaking communities on the ground and has collaborated with other
organisations that represent diverse communities. We recognise the adverse impacts of racism,
bigotry and prejudice on the lives of vulnerable communities.

It is incumbent on elected governments to take a leading role in combatting all forms of racism for
the betterment of all the people they are mandated to protect and serve. Anti-discrimination
frameworks and policies that understand the systemic, intersectional nature of racism offer better
approaches to addressing and mitigating all forms of racism and bigotry.

ACA proposes that a broad anti-racism and anti-discrimination framework is developed in
consultation with community and experts to develop an approach that is meaningful, viable and
inclusive of the diversity of the communities in New South Wales.

¢ Implement robust anti-discrimination policies that address all forms of racism and bigotry,
including anti-indigenous racism, anti-Palestinian racism, anti-Arab racism, Islamophobia and
antisemitism

e Promote cultural sensitivity and respect for diverse perspectives including training programs
and an inclusive education curriculum.

e Collaborate with experts in anti-racism to develop effective strategies for combating racism
and promoting inclusivity across community.

e Collaborate with community organisations committed to social justice issues and
combatting anti-racism. Community organisations are embedded in communities at the
grassroots level and can effectively contribute to development and implementation of
initiatives that are designed to directly address racism.

e Foster a culture of respect and inclusivity that values diverse perspectives and protects
marginalised at all levels of government

3 HRW: Human Rights and other Civil Society Groups Urge United Nations to Respect Human Rights in the

Fight Against Antisemitism https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/04/04/human-rights-and-other-civil-society-
groups-urge-united-nations-respect-human

4 OHCR: UN experts horrified at blatant disregard for health rights in Gaza following deadly raid on Kamal
Adwan hospital https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2025/01/un-experts-horrified-blatant-
disregard-health-rights-gaza-following-deadly

5 Committee to Protect Journalists: Journalist casualties in the Israel-Gaza War
https://cpj.org/2025/02/journalist-casualties-in-the-israel-gaza-conflict/
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e Support all marginalised communities including people from racialised backgrounds and
religions.

Focusing on discrete categories of bigotry presents a significant risk to social cohesion. Such an
approach risks creating hierarchies of need, pitting communities against each other, instead of
uniting them. The President of the Australian Human Rights Commission has emphasised the need to
address antisemitism within the broader framework of combating all forms of racial discrimination®.
This approach is particularly important given the rising levels of anti-Muslim and anti-Arab sentiment
in Australia, as well as Anti-Palestinianism, especially since October 2023.

Ignoring the interconnectedness of various forms of racism and bigotry risks exacerbating social
divisions.

" CONCLUSION

Legislators have a responsibility to enact laws that foster a sense of safety and security, while also
eliminating all forms of prejudice and racism. This inquiry should address the complex and
interconnected nature of antisemitism, racial discrimination, and the broader struggle for social
justice in Australia. ACA believes that the State government should adopt a nuanced approach that
directly addresses racist incidents without compromising academic freedom, political expression, or
community safety. By fostering broader dialogue on these issues, with the intention of developing a
comprehensive anti-discrimination and anti-racism approach we can create a more inclusive and
cohesive society for all Australians, that ensures the safety of all members of our diverse
communities.

8 AHRC: President’s Message | March 2025 https://humanrights.gov.au/about/news/e-bulletin/presidents-
message-march-2025
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