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About toy libraries  

Toy libraries are a magical space where children and adults come together to connect through play.  

A toy library enables families to borrow a large variety of educational toys, games, puzzles, and equipment in a 
process like that of a book library. These toys suit children aged from birth to primary school and beyond. Toy 
Libraries Australia’s members have a specific focus on promoting the educational value of play for younger 
children, encouraging positive adult/child interactions through play, and creating strong community connections 
in a setting that encourages the sustainable use of resources. 

There are 380 toy libraries across Australia, including 70 in NSW, with over 130,000 people using a toy library 
each year. Our member toy libraries operate in a variety of formats and settings, including independent 
organisations, programs of larger community services providers and council run.  

Our perspectives on foundational supports  

The attached document outlines Toy Libraries Australia’s perspectives on foundational supports. We believe 
foundational supports should be: 

1. Family- and community-centric 
2. Well integrated 
3. Easily accessible 
4. Place-based with national guidelines 
5. Build on what exists today. 

Toy libraries can contribute to a foundational support system as both a general foundational support for 
children with developmental concerns, delay or disability and a targeted foundational support for children with 
disability requiring specialist toys and resources.  

We currently have pilots underway, testing how toy libraries can best support families with disability. Our NSW 
pilot site is at Cubby House Toy Library in Forestville.  

We would welcome the opportunity to present to the select committee at your hearings in May and June. 

 

Kind regards 

Debbie Williams 
Chief Executive Officer 
Toy Libraries Australia 

 

Kerry Dominish 
Toy Libraries Australia Board Member &  
CEO EarlyEd and Cubby House Toy Library 

 

 

 








