
 

 Submission    
No 16 

 
 
 
 
 
 

INQUIRY INTO ANTISEMITISM IN NEW SOUTH WALES 
 
 
 

Name: Dr Joanna Besley 

Date Received: 27 March 2025 

 

 



I write as a member of a Jewish-Australian family. 

 

Of course, I am concerned about antisemitism and reject racial hatred in all its forms. I am extremely 
concerned, however, about the way antisemitism is being weaponised to suit political purposes, 
especially by Peter Dutton and the Liberal National Party coalition. The way they use the term 
antisemitism dangerously conflates Jewish identities with support for the state of Israel and the 
political ideology of Zionism. 

 

Zionism is a political ideology of Jewish nationalism, not an intrinsic part of Jewish identity. There is a 
long history of Jewish opposition to Zionism, from the beginning of its emergence in the late -19th 
century, to the present day. Many, if not the majority, of people who hold Zionist views across the 
world today are not Jewish. 

 

Most public discourse in Australia fails to distinguish between tropes about Jewish people, which are 
antisemitic, and criticism of the state of Israel, which is not. 

 

Criticism of the state of Israel is not a form of antisemitism. Israel is not a proper democracy but an 
ethno-state that does not allow equal rights for all its citizens. I believe that the only future for Israel 
is as a single binational democratic state, where Palestinians and Israelis have equal rights. 

 

Israel, like any other country, cannot be shielded from scrutiny, including scrutiny questioning its 
foundation and operation as a state that prioritises the rights of Jewish people over the rights of 
Palestinians. This is particularly so given Israel’s current conduct in Gaza, which has been found by 
human rights experts and genocide scholars to amount to the crime of genocide. Not that we need 
experts to tell us this, we can all see it with our own eyes and despair of the unwillingness of our 
leaders to take a moral stance and name it for what it is. We need to be capable of robust critiques of 
the political structures that enable Israel’s destruction of Palestinian life, indeed Australia should be 
strenuously advocating for the end of this horrific attack on a sovereign people. 

 

The current operations of the state of Israel have, in fact, made the world a less safe place for Jewish 
people. Australia’s support of Israel makes Australia less safe for Jewish people – not pro-Palestinian 
supporters and portestors. 

 

People like Peter Dutton are seeking to exploit the Jewish community, and the broader public’s 
concern about antisemitism. Disinformation and irresponsible reporting is providing a permissive 
environment for malicious acts against both Jews and Muslims. Politicians need to start acting 
responsibly and stop using the Jewish community as political footballs to push divisive agendas.  

 

Racism and antisemitism are on the rise in Australia – but they should not be separated. The fight 
against antisemitism should integrated with the strategies, programs and policies to fight all forms of 
racism, bigotry and discrimination. Indeed, singling out antisemitism feels like a form of antisemitism! 


