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Figu r e 1 You th  clim a te str iker s: TIME (2019) ‘Clima te Cha nge is For ever .’ Thousa nds of Br itish  Schoolchildr en wa lk out in  
Envir onmenta l Pr otest. Ava ilable a t h ttp s://a p i.tim e.com /w p-con ten t/u p loads/2019/02/u k-clim a te-ch an ge-p r otest.jpg (Accessed  on  
14 Ju n e 2024)



Ack n ow led gem en t  of Cou n t r y

We  a ckn ow ledge th e Tr adition a l Cu stodian s of Au str a lia  an d  th eir  con tin u in g con n ection  

to Cou n tr y, lan d , sea , com m u n ity an d  th e en vir on m en t. We pay ou r  r espects to th e 

Tr adition a l Cu stodia n s of th e lan ds w e live an d w or k on , th eir  cu ltu r e, an d  th eir  Elder s 

past, p r esen t an d  em er gin g.

We ackn ow ledge th a t In digen ou s Au str a lian s h ave th e sm a llest ecologica l footpr in t, bu t 

su ffer  th e m ost fr om  clim a te h a r m s. We u n der stan d  th a t Fir st Na tion s ju stice is 

in tr in sica lly con n ected  to clim a te ju stice an d  tr ea su r e th e vast depth  of kn ow ledge w e can , 

an d  m u st, lea r n  fr om  Tr adition a l Ow n er s pa st an d  pr esen t. Sover eign ty w as n ever  ceded. 

Th is a lw ays w as an d  a lw ays w ill be In digen ou s lan d  an d  it is vita l w e cen tr e Fir st Na tion s 

voices an d  r igh ts in  th e pu r su it of clim a te ju stice.
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Figure 2, Map of Australia developed by Indigenous artist, Nakia Cadd: Su m m er  Fou n da tion  (2023) Acknowledgement of Countr y. Ava ilab le a t 
h ttp s://w w w .su m m er fou n da tion .or g.a u /ackn ow ledgem en t-of-cou n tr y/ (Accessed  on  14 Ju n e 2024)



‘Clima te cha nge is a n issue of inter gener a tiona l justice beca use young people emit  less tha n  
their  a dult  counter pa r ts but  will suffer  fr om their  a ctions’

'When we ha ve disconnects, tha t’s when clima te policy fa ils' (consulta t ion insight)

'Democr a cy is only a s good a s its spr ea d of infor ma tion, ther e needs to be mor e clima te 
liter a cy a nd youth enga gement in  clima te policy’ (consulta t ion insight)

“97% [of people] a gr ee tha t policies in  the pr esent day should ta ke into a ccount the inter ests 
of futur e gener a tions. The ur gency for  inter gener a tiona l policy is building” Pr ofessor  Susa n 
Ha r r is Rimmer  Founder  of Ever yGen

United Nations Human Rights Council (2020) Realizing the rights of the child through a healthy environment. Available at 

h ttps://docu m en ts.u n .or g/doc/u n doc/gen /g20/001/26/pd f/g2000126.pd f?token =NvKD8h jCkWQ6gabn fp&fe=tr u e (Accessed : 20 May 2024).
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Figu r e 3, 2022 Lism or e flood : Loom es P. et a l (2023) Exh au sted ' Lism or e m ar ks a  yea r  sin ce tr au m a tic floods. Ava ilable a t 
h ttp s://w w w .n or th er n da ilyleader .com .a u /stor y/8102114/exh au sted -lism or e-m ar ks-a -yea r -sin ce-tr au m atic-floods/ (Accessed  on  14 Ju n e 2024).

https://documents.un.org/doc/undoc/gen/g20/001/26/pdf/g2000126.pdf?token=NvKD8hjCkWQ6gabnfp&fe=true


Australian  you th  a r e passion a te abou t addr essin g th e clim a te cr isis an d  given  th ey w ill 
in h er it th e con sequ en ces of clim a te in action , th ey deser ve a  sea t a t th e decision -m akin g 
tab le. Ch ildr en  an d  you n g people in  Au str a lia  an d  acr oss th e w or ld  a r e a lr eady 
d ispr opor tion a lly bea r in g th e br u n t of th e im pacts of clim a te ch an ge. An  in cr easin g 
n u m ber  of you n g people a r e dem on str a tin g aw ar en ess of th is fact, w ith  Plan  In ter n a tion a l 
Au str a lia ’s 2023 you th -led  r epor t fin din g th a t 98 per  cen t of r espon den ts w er e con cer n ed  
abou t h ow  clim a te ch an ge w ill a ffect th em  in  th e fu tu r e.

Ex e cu t ive  Su m m a r y

Th e Sch ool Str ike 4 Clim a te m ovem en t 
sim ila r ly dem on str a tes th e w idespr ead  
desir e of you n g people to be h ea r d , 
u n der stood an d  en gaged w ith  by th eir  
elected  officia ls in  pr epa r in g ou r  society for  
th e r ea lities of clim a te ch an ge. 
Th e Com m on w ea lth  Office for  You th ’s r ecen t 
‘En gage’ r epor t fou n d th a t tw o-th ir ds of 
you n g people believe th a t gover n m en ts, a t 
a ll levels, sh ou ld  better  en gage w ith  th eir  
con cer n s abou t clim a te ch an ge.  Fu r th er , th e 
r epor t h igh ligh ted  th a t for  a lm ost 35 per  cen t 
of you n g people, clim a te ch an ge w as th eir  
m ost pr essin g con cer n . How ever , in  
su ccessive effor ts to u r ge gover n m en ts to 
in clu de th em  in  decision -m akin g th a t w ill 
u ltim a tely im pact th eir  fu tu r es, you n g people 
h ave been  m et w ith  h a r sh er  pr otestin g law s,
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Na tion a l Lib r a r y of Med icin e (2021) Ch ild r en , Adolescen ts, a n d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge. Ava ila b le a t Ch ild r en , 

Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge - PMC (Accessed : 20 May 2024).

Bab ita  et a l. (2023) For  ou r  fu tu r es, Plan  In ter n a tion a l Au str a lia . Ava ilable a t: h ttp s://w w w .p lan .or g.au /n ew s/stor ies/for -ou r -fu tu r es/ (Accessed : 23 Ju n e 2024). 

Na tion a l Lib r a r y of Med icin e (2021) Ch ild r en , Adolescen ts, a n d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge. Ava ila b le a t Ch ild r en , 

Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge - PMC (Accessed : 20 May 2024).

Office for  You th  (2024) En gage! A str a tegy to in clu de you n g peop le in  th e decision s w e m ake, En gage! A str a tegy to in clu de you n g peop le in  th e decision s w e 

m ake - Office for  You th , Au str a lian  Gover n m en t. Ava ilable a t: h ttp s://w w w .you th .gov.au /en gage/r esou r ces/en gage-ou r -n ew -str a tegy-in clu de-you n g-peop le-

decision s-w e-m ake (Accessed : 23 Ju n e 2024). 

Na tion a l Lib r a r y of Med icin e (2021) Ch ild r en , Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge. Ava ila b le a t Ch ild r en , 

Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge - PMC (Accessed : 20 May 2024).

Na tion a l Lib r a r y of Med icin e (2021) Ch ild r en , Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge. Ava ila b le a t Ch ild r en , 

Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge - PMC (Accessed : 20 May 2024) an d

Su n dstr öm , A. & Stockem er , D. (2023), ‘Age In equ a lities in  Politica l Repr esen ta tion : a  Review  Ar ticle’, Gover n m en t an d  Opposition , pp . 1-18. 
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pa ter n a listic lan gu age an d h a ve been  den ied  a  say in  clim a te policy-m akin g. With  you th  
voices r elega ted  to th e sidelin es, d isillu sion m en t an d  d isappoin tm en t h ave been  a llow ed to 
fester , to th e detr im en t of politica l en gagem en t.

With ou t m ean in gfu l en gagem en t fr om  decision -m aker s an d  su bsequ en t action  on  clim a te  
ch an ge, you n g people w ill becom e fu r th er  d isillu sion ed  by an d d isen gaged fr om  
m a in str eam  politics, losin g fa ith  in  ou r  in stitu tion s an d  officia ls.
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Figu r e 4, You th  clim a te str iker s:  SBS New s (2021) Th ou san ds join  clim a te 
str ikes acr oss Au str a lia , an gr y w ith  th e gover n tm en t’s gas in vestm en ts. 
Ava ilab le a t: 
h ttp s://im ages.sbs.com .au /d im s4/defau lt/77746ee/2147483647/str ip /tr u e/cr op /
4402x2476+0+378/r esize/1280x720!/qu a lity/90/?u r l=h ttp%3A%2F%2Fsbs-au -
b r igh tspot.s3.am azon aw s.com %2Fdr u pa l%2Fn ew s%2Fpublic%2F202105210
01543866638-or igin a l.jpg (Accessed  14 Ju n e 2024)
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This  is tr u e for  both  th e feder a l an d  NSW con text. Au str a lia  is a  sign a tor y to th e Un ited  
Na tion s Con ven tion  on  th e Righ ts of th e Ch ild  (UNCRC). Ar ticle 12 of th e UNCRC m akes 
clea r  th a t you n g people h ave a  r igh t to in for m  policy th a t im pacts th em . Th is paper  
pr oposes th a t th e NSW Gover n m en t can  ach ieve m ean in gfu l you th  en gagem en t th r ou gh :

Im p le m e n t in g a  You t h  Ad visor y Cou n cil 
on  Clim a t e  Ch a n ge

By im plem en tin g a  m ech an ism  for  you th  
en gagem en t on  clim a te an d  en vir on m en ta l 
policy, you n g people w ill becom e in vested  in  
ou r  sh a r ed  dem ocracy, d ir ectly in form  
policy, an d  feel em pow er ed w ith  a  sen se of 
h ope for  a  better  fu tu r e. Th e sta te w ill a lso 
u ph old  th e pr in cip les of Ar ticle 12 an d 
r igh tfu lly tr ea t you n g people a s stakeh older s 
in  clim a te policy. Th e im pact w ill be a  r ich er  
dem ocr acy for  u s a ll. 

You n g people h ave th e passion , n u an ce, d iver sity an d  kn ow ledge to con tr ibu te to a  
clim a te-r eady-fu tu r e; access to decision -m aker s an d  h a lls of pow er  in cr eases th eir  ab ility 
to con tr ibu te to th e fu tu r e th ey en vision . 

Na tion a l Lib r a r y of Med icin e (2021) Ch ild r en , Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge. 

Ava ilab le a t Ch ild r en , Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge - PMC (Accessed : 20 May 2024).

Su n dstr öm , A. & Stockem er , D. (2023), ‘Age In equ a lities in  Politica l Repr esen ta tion : a  Review  Ar ticle’, Gover n m en t an d  Opposition , pp . 1-18. 

Ah n  S W & Han , H 2020, ‘You th  Mobiliza tion  to Stop  Globa l Clim a te Ch an ge: Na r r a tives an d  Im pact’, Su sta in ab ility, vol. 20, n o. 10, pp . 2147. 

Na tion a l Lib r a r y of Med icin e (2021) Ch ild r en , Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge. 

Ava ilab le a t Ch ild r en , Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge - PMC (Accessed : 20 May 2024). 

Figu r e 5: You th  con su lta tion s (p ictu r e sou r ced  in ter n a lly).
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Ex ist in g Lit e r a t u r e  d e m on st r a t e s  h ow  you t h  
p a r t icip a t ion  in  clim a t e  p o licy h a s le d  t o  
t a n gib le  ch a n ge  

You n g people play a  cru cia l r ole in  advan cin g a  h u m an  r igh ts-based  appr oach  to clim a te 
ch an ge th r ou gh  th eir  lived  exper ien ces a n d  exper tise. You th  h ave taken  to pr otestin g, 
lega l action  an d  in ter n a tion a l for a  to dem an d  th e pr otection  of th eir  r igh ts an d  th ose of 
th e vu ln er able, in clu din g In digen ou s people, w om en  an d people livin g w ith  d isab ility.   
In  Au str a lia , an d  globa lly, you n g people h ave been  key dr iver s of clim a te accou n tability 
th r ou gh  lega l an d  legisla tive pr ocesses.
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Young  people seek to addr ess th e clim a te cr isis, on e w ay of doin g so h as been  th r ou gh  
litiga tion . You n g people have been  active litigan ts in  Au str a lia , Can ada , Colom bia , In dia , 
Mexico, Pakistan , an d  Sou th  Kor ea .   Fu r th er , you n g people h ave filed  m an y m or e com pla in ts 
aga in st th eir  cou n tr y of r esiden ce th r ou gh  th e UN Com m ittee on  th e Righ ts of th e Ch ild  for  
th eir  fa ilu r e to r edu ce ca r bon  em ission s an d  th eir  viola tion  of ch ildr en ’s r igh ts to life, h ea lth , 
an d  a  h ea lth y en vir on m en t.  In  Colu m bia , th e cou r t ju dged in  favour  of you n g people w h o h ad 
taken  to cou r t over  th e defor esta tion  of th e Am azon  Ra in for est. Th e Su pr em e Cou r t r u led  th a t 
defor esta tion  an d  cu r r en t Gr een h ou se gas (GHG) em ission s w er e p lacin g th e r igh ts of cu r r en t 
an d  fu tu r e gen era tion s a t gr ave r isk.  You n g Fr ien ds of th e Ea r th  (Neth er lan ds) w as a  co-
p la in tiff in  th e su ccessfu l su it Milieu defen sie et a l., v. Royal Du tch  Sh ell PLC. Th e Hagu e 
Distr ict Cou r t r u led  in  favou r  of you n g people an d  or der ed  th e com pan y to r edu ce its 
em ission s by 45 per  cen t by 2030, fr om  2019 levels, to com ply w ith  h u m an  r igh ts obliga tion s. 
Th ese exam ples dem on str a te th e pow er  of or gan ised  you n g people to cr ea te ch an ge a t th e 
execu tive level of Gover n m en t w h ich  ben efits society a t la rge. You n g people a r e a lso usin g 
litiga tion  to seek defin itive legisla tive action .

Lit iga t ion
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Na tion a l Lib r a r y of Med icin e (2021) Ch ild r en , Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge. 

Ava ilab le a t Ch ild r en , Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge - PMC (Accessed : 20 May 

2024).

Na tion a l Lib r a r y of Med icin e (2021) Ch ild r en , Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge. 

Ava ilab le a t Ch ild r en , Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge - PMC (Accessed : 20 May 

2024).

Na tion a l Lib r a r y of Med icin e (2021) Ch ild r en , Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge. 

Ava ilab le a t Ch ild r en , Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge - PMC (Accessed : 20 May 

2024).

Decision  of May, 2021 Milieu defen sie et a l. v. Roya l Du tch  Sh ell PLC, Hagu e Distr ict Cou r t . 

Figu r e 6: An ja li Sh a r m a  an d  th e Du ty of Ca r e team .
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Cu r r en tly in  Au str a lia , An ja li 
Sh a r m a , pr eviou s lead  litigan t in  
th e ca se of Sh a r m a  Vs. Min ister  
for  th e En vir on m en t, a lon gside a  
gr ou p of you n g Au str a lian s, h as 
lau n ch ed th e Du ty of Ca r e Bill 
w ith  Sen a tor  David  Pocock. Th is 
Bill seeks to add  tw o con dition s 
to existin g legisla tion  th a t w ou ld  
r equ ir e decision -m aker s to 
con sider  th e im pacts of

fu tu r es. Th e Sh a r m a  Vs. Min ister  for  th e En vir on m en t ca se an d  th e Du ty of Ca r e Bill 
sign a ls you n g people’s w illin gn ess to in for m  decision  m akin g an d policy a r ou n d clim a te 
ch an ge in  ever y Au str a lian  ju r isd iction . 

Figu r e 6 An ja li Sh a r m a  an d  th e Du ty of Ca r e team : David  Pocock (2023) DUTYOFCARE. 

Ava liab le a t 

h ttp s://a ssets.n a tion bu ilder .com /davidpocock/pages/1136/m eta_im ages/or igin a l/1M1A0091-

2.jpg?1690955290

fin an cin g pr ojects th a t cou ld  
con tr ibu te to th e clim a te cr isis 
an d  cau se h a r m  to you n g 
people’s h ea lth , w ellbein g an d 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8694303/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8694303/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8694303/


You t h  En ga ge m e n t  in  Le gisla t ive  Pr oce sse s

Alongside  litiga tion , you n g people h ave dem an ded better  clim a te policy. Sever a l best 
pr actice exam ples of you th  en gagem en t in  legisla tive pr ocesses exist globa lly. 

Eu r op e a n  Com m ission  - Th e Eu r opean  Citizen s In itia tive en a bles or gan ised  citizen s to 
d ir ectly im pact policy th a t a ffects th em , you n g people h ave u sed  th is to fu r th er  clim a te 
action .  In  Ju ly 2020, Fr idays for  Fu tu r e activists, th r ou gh  th e Eu r opean  Citizen s’ In itia tive, 
pr oposed  legisla tion  for  EU m em ber  sta tes to ad ju st th eir  GHG Em ission s in  lin e w ith  th e 
Pa r is Clim a te Agr eem en t an d  r each  n et zer o by 2035.  Th e In itia tive ga th er ed  89,000 
sign a tu r es an d  h as been  en sh r in ed  in  th e legisla tion  of 15 Eu r opean  Un ion  m em ber  sta tes.

Follow in g effor ts to m ean in gfu lly en gage you n g people in  policy, in  Jan u a r y 2024, th e 
Eu r opean  Com m ission  an n ou n ced  th a t th ey w ill im plem en t a  ‘You th  Ch eck’ to en su r e EU 
policies con sider  th e im pact on  you n g people. Th e You th  Ch eck in clu des im pact a ssessm en ts 
to en su r e th a t you n g people a r e con sider ed  in  n ew  policies an d  law s, clim a te ch an ge is a  key 
a r ea  of con sider a tion .   Th e EU w ill appoin t you th  exper ts to su ppor t th is pr ocess, w h en ever  
n ew  legisla tion  is produ ced. Th e You th  Ch eck com plem en ts existin g policy d ia logu es 
betw een  you n g people an d  Com m ission er s su ch  a s th e EU You th  Dia logu e, en ablin g you th  
stakeh older s to facilita te exch an ge w ith  you th  or gan isa tion s, r esea r ch er s, Mem ber  Sta te 
r epr esen ta tives an d  oth er  EU in stitu tion s.

Ca n a d a  - Th e Can adia n  En vir on m en t an d  Clim a te Ch an ge You th  Cou n cil advised  on  key 
clim a te issu es for  th e Can adian  Gover n m en t. Th e you th  cou n cil’s r em it in clu ded su ppor tin g 
th e 2030 Em ission s Redu ction  Plan , en su r in g th a t Can ada  ach ieves n et-zer o em ission s by 
2050, n a tu r e-based  solu tion s to figh t b iodiver sity loss, an d  pa r ticipa tion  in  in ter n a tion a l 
su m m its. Con cer n in g in ter n a tion a l clim a te policy, th e Min istr y of Em ploym en t an d  Socia l 
Developm en t of Can ada  spon sor ed  th e 2023 Loca l Con fer en ces of You th . Th e Can adia n  
Gover n m en t a lso estab lish ed  a  you th  cou n cil w ith in  th e Pr im e Min ister ’s Office in  2016. In  
2023, th e Pr im e Min ister , an d  key m in ister s, m et th eir  You th  Cou n cil for  a  th r ee-day su m m it, 
to d iscu ss key you th  issu es, in clu din g clim a te ch an ge. 
 

Eu r opean  Com m ission  (2024) Eu r opea n  Citizen s In itia tive. Ava ilab le a t h ttp s://ec.eu r opa .eu /com m ission /p r esscor n er /deta il/en /ip_24_86 

(Accessed : 20 May 2024)h ttp s://citizen s-in itia tive.eu r opa .eu /_en .

Na tion a l Lib r a r y of Med icin e (2021) Ch ild r en , Adolescen ts, an d  You th  Pion eer in g a  Hu m an  Righ ts-Based  Appr oach  to Clim a te Ch an ge. 
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Ir e la n d  - The Ir ish  Gover n m en t con ven ed a  Na tion a l You th  Assem bly on  Clim a te in  2023. 
Befor e th e even t, th e you th  delega tes voted  on  th e key th em es for  th e a ssem bly. You th  
delega tes sh a r ed  th eir  vision  for  a  ca r bon -n eu tr a l Ir elan d  by 2050. Th ey pr ovided  
r ecom m en da tion s an d  voted  on  tw o r ecom m en da tion s fr om  each  of th e key th em es, for  
in clu sion  in  th e Gover n m en t’s Clim a te Action  Plan  2024.

Th e above you th  con su lta tion  m ech an ism s exem plify best pr actice you th  en gagem en t. 
You n g people bein g given  a  pr om in en t voice in  decision -m akin g dem on str a tes h ow  you n g 
people a r e best p laced  to speak abou t th e issu es a ffectin g th em  an d su ggest 
r ecom m en da tion s th a t seek to cr ea te system ic ch an ge. En gagin g you n g people in  clim a te 
policy yields ou tcom es th a t d ir ectly addr ess th eir  n eeds.

Cu r r e n t  St a t e  - Ga p  An a lysis

Th e gap  in  you th  politica l pa r ticipa tion  in  th e tr an sition  
econ om y sign ifies a  m issed  oppor tu n ity to h a r n ess th e 
in n ova tive ideas an d  u n iqu e lived  exper ien ces of you n g 
people. A 2023 Mission  Au str a lia  You th  Su r vey fou n d 
th a t n a tion a lly, 13 per  cen t of you n g people h ave been  
per son a lly im pacted  by extr em e w ea th er  even ts su ch  a s 
bu sh fir es an d  floods.  Th is figu r e is expected  to r ise w ith  
th e in cr easin g sever ity an d  fr equ en cy of th ese even ts.   
Ch ildr en  an d  you n g people w ill be d ispr opor tion a tely 
a ffected  by lon g-ter m  en vir on m en ta l issu es in clu din g 
clim a te ch an ge an d b iodiver sity loss. Fin din gs fr om  a  
Plan  In ter n a tion a l stu dy sh ow ed th a t of th e 1.65 m illion  
people im pacted  by th e Black Su m m er  bu sh fir es in  
NSW, 30% w er e you n g people an d  of th is figu r e, 1 in  10 
iden tified  a s Abor igin a l or  Tor r es Str a it Islan der .

Th er e is scope for  NSW to en h an ce its cu r r en t you th  en gagem en t m odel to r eflect th e best 
pr actice exam ples n oted  above. Ou r  con su lta tion s r evea led  th a t you n g people a r e 
passion a te abou t clim a te ch an ge an d seek to in for m  th e n et-zer o tr an sition  agen da . Wh ilst 
th e NSW En vir on m en t Pr otection  Au th or ity (EPA) does h ave a  you th  advisor y cou n cil 
w h ich  m eets th r ee tim es a  yea r , you n g people’s in ter ests go beyon d en vir on m en ta l 
pr otection  an d  exten d to th e r en ew able econ om y. Ou tside of th is, th er e a r e lim ited  
in itia tives th a t m eet r egu la r ly to in clu de you th  per spectives in  en vir on m en ta l policy an d  
decision -m akin g pr ocesses w ith in  th e Gover n m en t a t la r ge. In  NSW, th er e is an  absen ce of 
a  r egu la r , for m a l m ech an ism  specifica lly focu sed  on  facilita tin g th e active pa r ticipa tion  of 
you n g people in  th e tr an sition  econ om y an d its a ssocia ted  policy pr ocess. Given  th a t on ly 
13 per  cen t of you n g Au str a lian s feel h ea r d  by th e gover n m en t, addr essin g th is gap  sh ou ld  
be a  pr ior ity of th e NSW Gover n m en t.
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Figu r e 7: You th  p r odu ced  a r tw or k on  clim a te ch an ge (p ictu r e fr om  UNICEF Au str a lia ).

Au str a lian  In stitu te for  Disa ster  Resilien ce (2020) Na tion a l su r vey of ch ild r en  an d  you n g peop le on  clim a te ch an ge an d  d isa ster  r isk. Ava ila b le a t: Na tion a l 

su r vey of ch ild r en  an d  you n g peop le on  clim a te ch an ge an d  d isa ster  r isk (Accessed : 20 May 2024).

Mission  Au str a lia  (2024) 6 in  10 you n g Au ssies w or r y abou t clim a te ch an ge, m an y exper ien ce extr em e w ea th er  even ts fir st h an d , 

w w w .m ission au str a lia .com .au . Ava ilab le a t: 6 in  10 you n g Au ssies w or r y abou t clim a te ch an ge, m an y exper ien ce extr em e w ea th er  even ts fir st h an d  

(Accessed : 20 May 2024).

Or ygen  an d  Mission  Au str a lia  (2024) Impa ct of extr eme wea ther  events on young people: Findings fr om the 2023 Mission Austr a lia  Youth Sur vey. Ava ila b le a t: 

Im pact of extr em e w ea th er  even ts on  you n g peop le (Accessed : 20 May 2024).
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This  sh ow s h ow  clim a te ch an ge im pacts m argin a lised  you n g people m ost sever ely, often  
m agn ifyin g existin g in equ a lities. Th er efor e, fa ilin g to in volve you n g people w ill be 
r eflected  in  policies th a t do n ot u n der stan d  or  addr ess th eir  in ter section a l con cer n s 
effectively. Th e tim e for  th e NSW Gover n m en t to dem on str a te th a t it r ecogn ises an d  
va lu es you th  per spectives is now. 

Accor din g to Ar ticle 12 of th e UNCRC, ch ildr en  an d  you n g people h a ve th e r igh t to expr ess 
th eir  view s fr eely on  a ll m a tter s th a t a ffect th em  an d to h ave th eir  view s given  du e w eigh t.   
Th e absen ce of a  for m al m ech an ism  to m ean in gfu lly en gage w ith  you n g people 
u n der m in es th is r igh t an d  a s a  con sequ en ce, n ega tively a ffects th e in clu sivity an d  efficacy 
of th e policy pr ocess. 

As sta ted , th is gap  in  r igh ts r ea lisa tion  an d  policy can  be a ttr ibu ted  to sever a l factor s, 
in clu din g th a t tr ad ition a l stakeh older  en gagem en t pr ocesses over look or  u n der va lu e 
you th  per spectives. Th is m ay be exacer ba ted  by th e per ception  th a t you n g people lack th e 
exper tise n ecessa r y to con tr ibu te. How ever , a  2023 r epor t by UNICEF Au str a lia  an d  th e 
You n g an d Resilien t Resea r ch  Cen tr e fou n d th a t you n g people in  NSW a r e seekin g m or e 
m ean in gfu l w ays to pa r ticipa te in  clim a te action  w h ich  en able th em  to p lay an  active r ole 
in  sh apin g th eir  fu tu r e.  It is th e r ole of Gover n m en t to en su r e th a t you n g people in  NSW 
h ave su fficien t aven u es to in for m  clim a te policy.

To effectively en gage you n g people in  clim a te policy, th e NSW Gover n m en t sh ou ld  
estab lish  a  You th  Advisor y Cou n cil on  Clim a te (YACC) w ith in  th e Clim a te Ch an ge Netw or k 
to in for m  w h ole-of-Gover n m en t action  on  clim a te ch an ge.

 

Figu r e 8, Th e pow er  of en gagin g you th  in  th e r esea r ch  ph ase of policy design : Fr on tier s (2024) Th e Pow er  of En gagin g You n g Peop le in  

Resea r ch . Ava ilab le a t h ttp s://kids.fr on tier sin .or g/a r ticles/10.3389/fr ym .2024.1356018 (Accessed  on  1 May 2024).

Plan  In ter n a tion a l (2023) Rea l Ch oices Rea l Lives: Clim a te Ch an ge an d  Gir l’s Edu ca tion . Ava ilab le a t Rea l Lives, Rea l Ch oices Clim a te Ch an ge an d  

Gir ls Edu ca tion : Ba r r ier s, Gen der  Nor m s an d  Pa th w ays to Resilien ce (Accessed : 20 May 2024).

UNICEF (1989) United Na tions Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). Ava ilab le a t: h ttp s://w w w .u n icef.or g.au /u n ited -n a tion s-con ven tion -on -

th e-r igh ts-of-th e-ch ild  (Accessed : 20 May 2024).

You n g an d  Resilien t Resea r ch  Cen tr e, UNICEF Au str a lia  an d  Wester n  Sydn ey Un iver sity (2023) The Clima te Futur e Childr en Wa nt Child-Centr ed 

Indica tor s for  Clima te Cha nge. Ava ilab le a t: Th e Clim a te Fu tu r e Ch ild r en  Wan t (Accessed : 20 May 2024).
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Re com m e n d a t ion : The Government is to 
estab lish  a  you th  advisor y cou n cil w ith in  th e 
Clim ate Ch an ge Netw or k

You n g people sh ou ld  be ab le to m ean in gfu lly pa r ticipa te in  clim a te decision -m akin g 
becau se clim a te ch an ge adver sely im pacts th eir  lives an d  is th e defin in g issu e you n g people 
in  Au str a lia  ca r e abou t. We r ecom m en d th e Gover n m en t cr ea te a  you th  advisor y cou n cil on  
clim a te ch an ge bu ilt u pon  best pr actice pr in cip les. 

Th e im plem en ta tion  of a  per m an en t advisor y m ech an ism , a  You th  Advisor y Cou n cil on  
Clim a te (YACC), w ou ld su ccessfu lly facilita te m ean in gfu l you th  politica l pa r ticipa tion . A 
You th  Advisor y Cou n cil is a  gr ou p of “you n g people w h o w or k … to pr ovide advice on  
pr ogr am s an d policies a ffectin g you n g people.”   Im plem en tin g a  YACC w ou ld  in ten tion a lly 
in volve you n g people in  clim a te decision -m akin g, by a llow in g th em  to both  con su lt on  a n d 
m ean in gfu lly con tr ibu te to clim a te policy. Th e YACC w ou ld  sit w ith in  th e Clim a te Ch an ge 
Netw or k, givin g you n g people acr oss NSW the oppor tu n ity to in for m  th e pa th  tow ar ds n et 
zer o, on e of th e defin in g fea ts of ou r  lifetim e. How ever , th e r em it of th e YACC sh ou ld  exten d 
beyon d n et zer o an d  a llow  you n g people to in for m  oth er  clim ate-r ela ted  an d  clim a te-
im pactin g policies becau se you n g people’s in ter est in  clim a te ch an ge is com plex, 
in ter sectin g an d  m u lti-faceted . Th e Clim a te Ch an ge Netw or k w ou ld  a lso h ave a  du ty to 
‘close th e cir cle’ w ith  you n g people by r elayin g to th em  w h a t section s of policy th eir  
su ggestion s in for m ed.

As pr eviou sly estab lish ed , th e UNCRC ou tlin es th a t you n g people h ave a  r igh t to m ean in gfu l 
pa r ticipa tion , a  NSW YACC w ou ld  u ph old  th e UNCRC by en su r in g th e r igh ts of you n g people 
a r e bein g r ecogn ised . Fu r th er , facilita tin g m ean in gfu l you th  politica l pa r ticipa tion  a llow s 
for  th e gover n m en t to r espon d to you th  n eeds. Im por tan tly, a  NSW YACC w ou ld  
in stitu tion a lise you th  voices in to th e NSW Gover n m en t, an d  for m  n ew  best pr actice for  
oth er  ju r isd iction s to follow  su it, poten tia lly facilita tin g th e m ean in gfu l pa r ticipa tion  of 
you th  in  clim a te decision -m akin g n a tion a lly. NSW h as a  u n iqu e oppor tu n ity to pr ovide a  
best-pr actice exam ple of you th  en gagem en t n a tion a lly, an d  a lso globa lly sh ou ld  Au str a lia  be 
su ccessfu l in  its b id  to h ost COP31.

Depa r tm en t of Edu ca tion  (2024), En gage! A str a tegy to in clu de you n g peop le in  th e decision s w e m ake. Ava ilab le a t: En gage! A str a tegy to 

in clu de you n g peop le in  th e decision s w e m ake. (Accessed : 22 May 2024).

By th is, w e m ean  a ll policy th a t can  im pact clim a te ch an ge in  tan gib le an d  in tan gib le w ays, su ch  a s edu ca tion  policy or  th e pu sh  to in vest in  

gr een  skills.

UNDP & UNDESA (2013), You th , Politica l Pa r ticipa tion  an d  Decision -Makin g. Ava ilab le a t: You th , Politica l Pa r ticipa tion  an d  Decision -Ma kin g. 

(Accessed : 22 May 2024).
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To e ffe ct ive ly e n ga ge  you n g p e op le  in  clim a t e  
p o licy, NSW n e e d s t o  u n d e r t a k e  a  b e st  p r a ct ice  
a p p r oa ch  

1. Sh a r in g p ow e r  in  you th -a d u lt  
p a r t n e r sh ip s  in  d e cis ion -m a k in g. 
This involves going beyond 
con su lta tion  activities to in flu en ce 
politics, policies an d  polity (ie. 
in stitu tion a l str u ctu r es). For  exam ple, 
cou n tr ies like Fr an ce, Sw eden , Mexico 
an d Per u  h ave you th  r epr esen ta tives 
w h o n egotia te on  beh a lf of th eir  
cou n tr y a t COP.  Th is a llow s th em  to 
m ove fr om  bein g passive obser ver s of

In ga r u ca , M. (2022) Eleva tin g m ean in gfu l you th  en gagem en t for  clim a te a ction , UNDP. Ava ilab le a t: 

h ttp s://w w w .u n dp .or g/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2022-05/UNDP-Eleva tin g-Mean in gfu l-You th -En ga gem en t-for -Clim a te-Action -2.pd f (Accessed : 23 Ju n e 

2024). 

(UNDP 2022: 41)UNDP & UNDESA (2013), You th , Politica l Pa r ticipa tion  an d  Decision -Makin g. Ava ilab le a t: You th , Politica l Pa r ticipa tion  an d  Decision -

Makin g. (Accessed : 22 May 2024).

Can o Bu ch h olz, B. (2024) Six w ays gover n m en ts can  m ean in gfu lly en gage you th  in  ta cklin g clim a te ch an ge, Cen tr e For  Pu b lic Im pact (CPI). Ava ila b le 

a t: h ttp s://w w w .cen tr efor pu b licim pact.or g/in sigh ts/six-w ays-gover n m en ts-ca n -m ea n in gfu lly-en ga ge-you th -in -ta cklin g-clim a te-ch a n ge (Accessed : 23 

Ju n e 2024). 

Figu r e 9: You n g peop le a t th e UN COP28 Clim a te con fer en ce (p ictu r e sou r ced  in ter n a lly).
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2. Ad d r e ssin g a d u lt -ce n t r ic s t r u ct u r e s, s t r u ct u r a l in e q u a lit y a n d  syst e m ic 
d iscr im in a t ion . Th is in volves low er in g system ic ba r r ier s to you th  pa r ticipa tion  in  both  
gover n m en t an d  n on -sta te in stitu tion s, an d  developin g w ays to en gage w ith  d iffer en t 
in ter section a lities (for  exam ple, In digen ou s an d m u lticu ltu r a l you th ). In  New  Zealan d, th e 
Au cklan d  City Cou n cil en gaged w ith  In digen ou s you th  in  th e developm en t of th eir  city’s 
Clim a te Plan . Th is in volved  in cor por a tin g th eir  feedback an d a lloca tin g $6 m illion  to clim a te 
in itia tives th a t a lign ed  w ith  In digen ou s you th  pr ior ities. Th is in itia tive pr ovided  
m argin a lised  you n g people w ith  th e r esou r ces to pa r ticipa te in  decision -m akin g. The 
Clim a te Ch an ge Netw or k is to en gage in ter section a l you th  acr oss NSW th r ou gh  th e YACC 
an d is advised  to a lloca te fu n din g to addr ess th eir  n eeds.

3. Se cu r in g p osit ive  ou t com e s for  you n g p e op le  in  t h e  clim a t e  cr is is . An  en abler  of 
positive ou tcom es is en su r in g tr an spa r en cy on  th e im pact of you th  in pu ts. 

To be an  effective exam ple of Ar ticle 12 u n der  th e UNCRC, th e Clim a te Ch an ge Netw or k 
m u st cr ea te a  YACC cen tr ed  u pon  best pr actice. Accor din g to a  UN r epor t  on  en gagin g 
w ith  you th  for  clim a te action ,   best pr actice in clu des:

clim a te d ia logu e to h avin g an  active r ole in  advoca tin g for  th eir  lived  exper ien ces a s you n g 
people. To th is en d , a  NSW YACC n eeds to h a ve teeth  a n d  be m or e th an  a  m er e con su lta tive 
body, it m u st h ave a  tan gib le an d  r epor ted  im pact on  policy.
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In  th e Loca l Clim a te Ch an ge Plan  of Lim a , th e gover n m en t en gaged w ith  33 you th  
or gan isa tion s in  a  ser ies of w or ksh ops th a t in tegr a ted  th eir  per spectives in to th e 2050 
vision  of th eir  p lan .  Usin g th is a s a n  exam ple, th e Clim a te Ch a n ge Netw or k (th e Netw or k) 
is to en su r e th a t you n g people’s in ter ests a r e em bedded in  clim a te policym akin g th r ou gh  
th e YACC. Th e Netw or k is to d ir ectly r epor t to th e YACC an d deta il w h a t th eir  in pu ts 
in for m ed.

4. Ch a lle n gin g t h e  s t a tu s  q u o t h a t  cr e a t e s  t h e  clim a te  cr is is , a n d  p r op ose s 
a lt e r n a t ive s  for  a  n e t -ze r o  ca r b on  a n d  ju st  socie ty. Th e Wales Fu tu r e Gen er a tion s 
Com m ission  is en sh r in ed  u n der  th e Wellbeing of Futur e Gener a tions Act (2015). Th is 
legisla tive backbon e str en gth en s th e Com m ission ’s au th or ity an d  en su r es a  lon g-ter m  
com m itm en t to you th  voices, a llow in g th em  to ch a llen ge th e sta tu s qu o. Th e Netw or k is to 
en su r e th a t th e YACC is con su lted  w ith  for  clim a te-r ela ted  policies th a t w ill im pact th e 
fu tu r e of you n g people, th is can  in clu de edu ca tion , h ea lth  or  tr a n spor t policy a im ed a t 
bu ild in g kn ow ledge on  clim a te ch an ge an d en cou r agin g gr een  decision s.

6. En su r in g d ive r s it y of live d  e x p e r ie n ce  a n d  r e p r e se n t a t ion  o f in t e r se ct ion a l 
id e n t it ie s . Clim a te chan ge a ffects m ar gin a lised  com m u n ities m ost sever ely, m agn ifyin g 
pr e-existin g in equ a lities an d  in ju stice. You n g people h ave in ter section a l iden tities th a t 
con tr ibu te to a  r an ge of lived  exper ien ces w ith  clim a te ch an ge. In  ou r  con su lta tion s, w e 
h ea r d  “you th  leader sh ip  is dom in a ted  by in n er -city, m iddle-cla ss you n g people. 
Gover n m en t n eeds to r each  ou t to m or e d iver se coh or ts of you n g people an d  sp r ead  
oppor tu n ities.” Th er efor e, for  th e YACC to be su ccessfu l an d  r ep r esen t in ter section a l you th  
iden tities, it m u st in cor por a te th e voices of m ar gin a lised  an d  m in or ity popu la tion s. We 
r ecom m en d th e YACC be m ade u p  of 12 can dida tes, 10 of w h ich  a r e  to r ep r esen t th e 
r egion s of NSW w h ich  a r e th e Hu n ter , Nor th  Coast, Cen tr a l Coast, Metr opolitan  Sydn ey, 
Illaw ar r a , Sou th  East & Tablelan ds, New  En glan d/Nor th  West, Cen tr a l West an d  Or an a , 
River in a  Mu r r ay a n d Fa r  West. It sh ou ld  a lso h ave a  spr ead  of you n g people fr om  diver se 
cu ltu r a l backgr ou n ds, In digen ou s you n g people, you n g people livin g w ith  d isabilities an d  
th ose th a t h ave h ad  lim ited  capacity to en gage in  leader sh ip  in itia tives.
 

In ga r u ca , M. (2022) Eleva tin g m ean in gfu l you th  en gagem en t for  clim a te a ction , UNDP. Ava ilab le a t: h ttp s://w w w .u n dp .or g/sites/g/files/zskgke326/files/2022-

05/UNDP-Eleva tin g-Mean in gfu l-You th -En gagem en t-for -Clim a te-Action -2.pd f (Accessed : 23 Ju n e 2024). 

Plan  In ter n a tion a l (2023) Rea l Choices Rea l Lives: Clima te Cha nge a nd Gir l’s Educa tion. Ava ilab le a t Rea l Lives, Rea l Ch oices Clim a te Ch an ge an d  Gir ls Edu ca tion : 

Ba r r ier s, Gen der  Nor m s an d  Pa th w ays to Resilien ce (Accessed : 20 May 2024). 

Figu r e 10: You th  Con su lta tion  In sigh ts (p ictu r e sou r ced  in ter n a lly).
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5. Em b ed d in g you th  p a r t icip a t ion  in  a ll d im e n sion s, a ll cycle s  a n d  a ll le ve ls  of 
gove r n a n ce  a n d  m u lt i-s t a k e h old e r  se t t in gs . In  Per u , you th  pa r ticipa tion  is legisla ted  in  
th eir  n a tion a l clim a te ch an ge policy.  Th is m ean s th a t clim a te policy w ou ld  be r equ ir ed  to 
con sider  you th  ou tcom es in  th e sam e
w ay it w ou ld  in clu de gen der  or  
In digen ou s peoples. Th e                        
Clim a te Ch an ge Netw or k, th r ou gh  th e 
YACC, is to im plem en t th is m eth odology 
by con sider in g its du ty of ca r e to you n g 
people. Th e Netw or k sh ou ld  do th is by 
con su ltin g th e YACC on  clim a te-r ela ted  
policies. 
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Re m it  o f YACC

• The YACC is to sit  within  the  Climate  Change Network  and  primarily  advise  on net  zero  
policy,  but  should  also advise  on priority  climate -impacting  policy .

• The YACC should  be consulted  with  on key  climate -impacting  policies  that  could  
potentially  affect  young  people . This  is to ensure  young  people  are  set up  for  success 
and  are  not  left  behind  as the  economy  transitions  to net -zero .

• The YACC should  be responsible  for  co-designing : 
⚬ tow n  h a lls an d  con su lta tive even ts w ith  you n g people.
⚬ m edia  (tr ad ition a l an d  socia l) for  NSW DCCEEW an d en gagem en t w ith  oth er  you n g 

people to d iscu ss th e clim a te policy. 
⚬ a  r egion a l you th  con fer en ce on  clim a te chan ge w h er e decision -m aker s d ir ectly 

lia ise w ith  th e sta te’s you n g people.
⚬ ou tr each  by th e Clim a te Ch an ge Netw ork or  DCCEEW to m ar gin a lised  you n g people 

in  r u r a l an d  r em ote com m u n ities.
• Th e YACC is to w r ite a  yea r ly su bm ission  to Pa r liam en t to be tab led  by th e Min ister  for  

th e En vir on m en t. Fu r th er , each  yea r , th e YACC is to w r ite a  r eview  on  th e exten t to 
w h ich  th ey per ceive th e Depa r tm en t to h ave m odelled  best pr actice you th  
en gagem en t.

• Th e YACC sh ou ld  r epor t to th e Min ister  for  th e En vir on m en t an d  pr ovide advice to th e 
h igh est levels of th e NSW Gover n m en t.

• Th e Clim a te Ch a n ge Netw or kis to r ecor d  th e m eetin g m in u tes for  each  YACC ga th er in g 
an d m ake th em  pu blicly accessib le. 

• Su ccessive YACCs a r e to in for m  a  2050 NSW n et zer o p lan  an d  clim a te edu ca tion  
cu r r icu la .

To r eflect best pr actice, th e fin a n cia l con sider a tion s of th e YACC in clu de a  lia ison , lived  
exper ien ce com pen sa tion  a n d  tr avel expen ses in  add ition  to r em u n er a tion  costs. 
Rem u n er a tion  is vita l to en su r in g pover ty an d  d isadvan tage do n ot h in der  pa r ticipa tion . 
Food a n d r efr esh m en ts w ill a lso be pr ovided  a t in -per son  m eetin gs in  keepin g w ith  th e 
best pr actice exam ple set by th e NSW Advoca te for  Ch ildr en  an d You n g People You th  
Advisor y Cou n cil (NSW ACYP YAC). Fin an cia l con sider a tion s in clu de:

• De p a r tm e n t  Lia ison : It is su ggested  th a t on e officer  fr om  a  depa r tm en t w ith in  th e 
Clim a te Ch an ge Netw or k is dedica ted  to leadin g th e YACC, p lan n in g an d r u n n in g 
m eetin gs an d  bein g th e m a in  r efer en ce poin t. Th ey a r e a lso to over see bu dget 
m an agem en t, paym en t pr ocessin g, organ isa tion  selection , a n d  a tten dan ce tr ackin g. 
Th eir  r ole facilita tes sm ooth  oper a tion s, en ables an  im pact-dr iven  YACC, en su r es 
fin an cia l tr an spa r en cy an d a lign s expen ditu r es w ith  goa ls. 

Fin a n cia l Con sid e r a t ion s o f t h e  YACC



• Lived  e x p e r ie n ce  com p e n sa t ion : The YACC should  be compensated  in  alignment  with  
other  current  state government  youth  advisory  groups . 
⚬ Mem ber s a r e expected  to dedica te appr oxim a tely 3 h ou r s per  m on th  for  a  h a lf day 

of m eetin gs. Mem ber s can  a lso take ad-h oc ca lls, m eetin gs an d  m edia  oppor tu n ities 
in  addition  to th is.

⚬ We r ecom m en d th a t m em ber s h ave an  in itia l in -per son  tw o-day tr a in in g w eeken d 
an d su bsequ en tly ga th er  on lin e for  a ll oth er  m eetin gs.

⚬ Th er e w ill be th e pr ovision  to fill ou t tim esh eets r eflectin g th eir  m eetin g an d 
w or kin g h ou r s. 

⚬ Follow in g best pr actices u tilised  by th e Victor ian  Gover n m en t's You th  Con gr ess, th e 
com pen sa tion  is set a t th e SCHADS Aw ar d  Level 2, pay-poin t 1, ca su a l r a te of $40.27 
per  h ou r . Th is r em u n er a tion  str u ctu r e en su r es equ itab le com pen sa tion  for  th e 
va lu able con tr ibu tion s of YACC m em ber s w h ile adh er in g to establish ed  stan da r ds 
in  you th  en gagem en t in itia tives.

• Fligh t s , food  a n d  a ccom m od a t ion  for  t r a in in g w ee k e n d : Th e Clim a te Ch an ge 
Netw or k is to cover  the cost of fligh ts, food an d accom m oda tion  for  a ll YACC m em ber s 
to a tten d  th e tr a in in g w eeken d. Please n ote, th e NSW ACYP YAC h as an  appr oxim a te 
expen ditu r e of $5,000 per  on e-day YACC session  in clu sive of fligh ts, a ccom m oda tion , 
food an d r em u n er a tion . We expect th e tr a in in g w eeken d to cost a r ou n d $10,000.

• YACC Ch a ir : Th e YACC Ch a ir  w ill be r espon sib le for  co-design in g m eetin gs w ith  th e 
Depa r tm en t lia ison . Roles a r e to in clu de settin g agen das, facilita tin g m eetin gs, an d  
execu tin g m ean in gfu l you th  en gagem en t str a tegies. Th ey w ill play a  p ivota l r ole in  
foster in g a  collabor a tive an d  in clu sive en vir on m en t w h er e th e voices of you n g people 
a r e h ea r d  an d  va lu ed . 

• Bu d ge t  a lloca t ion  for  YACC r e p r e se n t a t ion : Th e Clim a te Ch an ge Netw or k sh ou ld  
con sider  cover in g th e cost of YACC m em ber s a tten din g n a tion a l an d  in ter n a tion a l 
con fer en ces, even ts, an d  in itia tives r ela tin g to clim a te ch an ge an d you th  
em pow er m en t. Exam ples of th is in clu de n a tion a l you th  con fer en ces an d  th e COP 
clim a te con fer en ces in  an  obser ver  capacity.  

It is advised  th a t NSW Gover n m en t bu dget a  con ser va tive estim a te of $25,000 for  th e 
YACC.

 

Jobs Au str a lia  (2023) Socia l, Community, Home Ca r e a nd Disa bility Ser vices Industr y Awa r d 2010. Ava ilab le a t h ttp s://w w w .ja .com .au /w p-

con ten t/u p loads/2023/07/SCHADS-Pay-Tab le-Ju ly-2023.pd f (Accessed : 20 May 2024).
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Con clu sion
In  con clu sion , to br idge th e d iscon n ect betw een  you n g people an d  th e NSW Gover n m en t, 
th e Clim a te Ch an ge Netw or k m u st adopt a  YACC pr em ised  on  th e pr in cip les of best 
pr actice. Given  th e lon gstan din g n a tu r e of th e you th  clim a te m ovem en t an d  th e cu r r en t 
lack of m ean in gfu l you th  en gagem en t aven u es for  clim a te policy, th er e is an  u r gen t n eed  
for  gr ea ter  you th  en gagem en t. Th e esta b lish m en t of th e Clim a te Ch an ge Netw or k acr oss 
NSW Gover n m en t pr ovides an  oppor tu n e tim e for  you n g people to in for m  th e pa th  to n et 
zer o an d  oth er  clim ate-im pactin g policies, en su r in g clim a te policy w or ks in  th e best 
in ter ests of you n g people an d  con sider s th eir  n eeds lon g in to th e fu tu r e. A YACC is th e best 
w ay to ach ieve th is. For  th e YACC to be su ccessfu l, it m u st p lay an  active r ole in  en d-to-en d 
policy cr ea tion . We believe th a t a  YACC th a t fu lfils th e r ecom m en da tion s la id  ou t in  th is 
pr oposa l w ou ld  be a  best-pr actice exam ple of th is. NSW h as an  excitin g oppor tu n ity to 
en for ce Ar ticle 12 of th e UNCRC an d set a  m odel for  you th  en gagem en t on  clim a te policy 
acr oss th e n a tion .

Figu r e 11: In ter gen er a tion a l clim a te p r otest a t COP28 (p ictu r e sou r ced  in ter n a lly).
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