
 

 Submission    
No 100 

 
 
 
 
 
 

INQUIRY INTO MANAGEMENT OF CAT POPULATIONS 

IN NEW SOUTH WALES 
 
 
 

Name: Jeanette Vizzard 

Date Received: 10 November 2024 

 

 



Management of cat populations in New South Wales 

 

I wish to make a submission requesting the New South Wales government act to amend 
laws so that domestic cats can be contained.   

Feral cats kill 1.5 billion native mammals, birds, reptiles, frogs and 1.1 billion 
invertebrates each year in Australia.  They have been implicated in 28 mammal 
extinctions.  This is something we, as Australians, should be ashamed of.  Then there is 
the issue of the damage caused by domestic cats. 

Australian National University research has shown that domestic cats will kill more than 
¼ billion native animals in greater Sydney and Melbourne in the next four years.  Their kill 
rate is between 6,000-11,000 native animals per square kilometre each year in urban 
areas.  The high numbers of domestic cats in urban areas means they can kill 30-50 
times more native animals per sq/km than feral cats in the bush.    

New South Wales and Western Australia are the only states currently which do not have 
a prohibition on domestic cats being allowed to roam free.  Legislation relating to the 
containment of domestic cats in New South Wales is long overdue.  Simple measures 
like cat curfews can be mandated to encourage responsible cat ownership and ideally, 
cat owners should be encouraged, or mandated, to keep their cats contained at all 
times.  Local councils already have several restrictions for dog ownership and while the 
containment of cats or cat curfews are challenging for councils to police, it seems to 
me it is imperative now that legislation be enacted to save what’s left of our precious, 
unique wildlife.   

Thank you for the opportunity to forward my submission. 

Jeanette Vizzard 


