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Submission from the Association of Independent Schools of New South Wales (AISNSW)  

This submission has been prepared by the Association of Independent Schools of NSW (AISNSW) and 

reflects the views of the diverse range of independent schools. Photographs used throughout the 

submission are of students in NSW independent schools, provided by schools for use in AISNSW 

publications.  

We would be pleased to elaborate on any aspects of this submission as required. 

For further enquiries or additional information relating to this submission, please contact AISNSW Office of 

the Chief Executive,   
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Introduction 

The Association of Independent Schools of New South Wales (AISNSW), as the peak body representing 

the Independent schools’ sector in New South Wales welcomes this opportunity to provide feedback on the 

NSW Inquiry into arts and music education and training in NSW. 

The NSW Independent school sector is vibrant and diverse. In 2024, there were 426 Independent schools 

across 563 campuses, educating 237,000 children (19% of all students), employing a workforce of 38,000 

people and providing families with choice in schooling options.   

Many Independent schools provide a religious or values-based education. Others promote a particular 

educational philosophy or educate specific cohorts of students such as those with disabilities or students at 

risk of disengaging from education, or those seeking careers in the creative arts. Independent schools 

include: 

• Schools of educational philosophies, such as Montessori and Rudolf Steiner schools. 

• Schools constituted under specific Acts of Parliament, such as Grammar schools. 

• Boarding schools, and Schools that enrol significant numbers of international students. 

• Schools with religious beliefs, including Islamic, Buddhist, Jewish, and Christian schools, and schools 

of Christian denominations, such as Anglican, Catholic, Greek Orthodox, Lutheran, Presbyterian, 

Seventh-day Adventist, and Uniting Church schools.  

• Community schools, including those in Aboriginal communities. 

• Schools that specialise in meeting the needs of students at risk or students with disabilities. 

• Schools that provide a specific focus on creative arts education. 

Independent schools in NSW are registered with the NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA). Most are 

established and governed independently on an individual school basis. Some Independent schools with 

common aims and educational philosophies are governed and administered as systems, like those within the 

Anglican Schools Corporation and Seventh-day Adventist systems. 

Almost three quarters (70%) of NSW Independent schools serve low to medium socio-economic 

communities while 37 per cent of schools are located outside metropolitan Sydney. In addition to having 

low fees, almost half of all NSW Independent schools are small schools, educating fewer than 200 students. 

Thirty-seven percent of Independent schools are located outside of metropolitan Sydney.  
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CASE STUDY 2: KEMPSEY ADVENTIST SCHOOL 

Kempsey Adventist School is an independent Kindergarten to Year 12 school on the North Coast of NSW. 

The school’s visual arts program is particularly noteworthy for its comprehensive curriculum and 

commitment to nurturing artistic talent among its students. The visual arts program at Kempsey Adventist 

School covers all grades in primary and secondary, focusing on creativity and technical skills in painting, 

drawing, sculpture and digital art. Blending theory with practical learning to encourage critical thinking and 

artistic expression. Students exhibit their work at school and local public events. Beyond the regular visual 

arts program, the school offers a Certificate III in Visual Arts, accredited under the Australian Skills 

Framework. The course provides senior students with vocational training in foundational and elective units 

such as digital media, art history, with hands-on studio sessions and industry partnerships. Together, these 

school-based initiatives create a dynamic arts environment, preparing students for careers in the arts and 

creative fields.   

Wellbeing 

Creative arts education plays a pivotal role in fostering emotional development among students enabling 

them to deepen their understanding of themselves and others, building self-esteem and giving students a 

sense of accomplishment that helps them tackle new challenges confidently. Positive feedback on their 

performances or artwork reinforces their belief in their abilities, helping them face academic and personal 

challenges with resilience and optimism. Creative arts education encourages students to take calculated 

risks and explore new techniques, teaching them to articulate ideas, engage audiences and present their 

talents, equipping them with essentials skills for success beyond school. 

Creative arts education cultivates empathy by encouraging students to interpret and create art that 

represents diverse perspectives and experiences. This process also develops an appreciation for different 

cultural narratives, histories and social issues, promoting a broader global awareness and 

interconnectedness among students. Through the creative arts, students learn to understand human 

experiences better, developing their personal and social skills need to contribute as global citizens.  

Cultural Understanding 

Creative arts education serves as a powerful conduit for enhancing cultural awareness among students. 

Through the study of various disciplines from around the globe, students gain a deep appreciation for the 

rich diversity of human expression. This exposure fosters respect for cultural differences while highlighting 

universal themes and values that unite people across different societies. Additionally, creative arts 

education plays a pivotal role in preserving cultural heritage by teaching students about traditional art 

forms, rituals and narratives passed down through generations. By engaging with these cultural artifacts, 

students contribute to the ongoing preservation and continuation of cultural identities and legacies. The 

representation of diverse cultures is a pivotal aspect of creative arts education. Through creative arts, 

schools celebrate and embrace the multiculturalism of their local context creating learning environments 

where every student’s heritage is valued and respected.  

Creative arts education opens a window into the rich and diverse cultures, histories and heritage of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. Students are encouraged to deepen their connections with 

their peers and local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities through art, music and dance while 

exploring their own cultural identities. This exploration develops their understanding of cultural diversity 

within their classrooms, schools and community. For Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students, creative 
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arts help cultivate pride in their cultural backgrounds and maintain robust connections to their unique 

culture and history. These connections are vital for nurturing their cultural resilience and strength in today’s 

world. 

CASE STUDY 3: GIANT STEPS SYDNEY 

Giant Steps Sydney is an independent Special school for students with autism spectrum disorder (ASD) in 

Sydney. Central to its holistic education approach is their specialised creative arts program designed to 

enhance communication skills, emotional expression and social interaction among students with ASD. Led 

by qualified teachers and therapists, the program integrates visual arts, music, drama and sensory-based 

activities tailored to individual needs. Giant Steps Sydney’s creative arts program exemplifies best practices 

in using the arts to support the holistic development of students with autism spectrum disorder. By 

integrating creative expression with therapeutic interventions and academic goals, the school empowers 

students to thrive academically, socially and emotionally in a supportive and inclusive environment.  
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this is not the expectation for Primary teachers in general. Lacking specialised knowledge in music or 

creative arts, primary teachers may feel less confident in teaching these subjects, particularly in stage 3. 

With the introduction of the new Kindergarten to Year 6 Creative Arts Syllabus in 2025, there is a clear 

need for tailored professional learning programs to support primary teachers enhance their knowledge, 

skills and confidence in effectively teaching each creative arts discipline from Kindergarten to Year 6. 

Proactively addressing this challenge will empower teachers to deliver high-quality creative arts education, 

providing opportunities for all students to develop creativity, critical thinking and problem-solving skills 

through hands-on artistic experiences appropriate to their age and stage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 




