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18 Juty 2024

lnquiry into the proposat to develop Rosehitl Racecourse

My name is Pam Webber. I have worked in the Racing industry continuously
since 1981 . I trained horses in six countries at the highest [eve[. I was a

licensed Metropotitan trainer at Rosehitt from 1994 to 2019. I am now
retired. I am an ATC member.

I woutd tike to make a submission to the inquiry into the proposal to
devetop Rosehitt Racecourse.

(a)There has been a totat tack of communication by the ATC board
members & officiats to the Members regarding the proposal to selt
Rosehitt Racecourse to the NSW government for housing. Proper

consultation with the members on the idea woutd have identified a

consensus of opinion against the sate.
(b)l was absotutety appatted to read that the NSW Government, Cabinet

officiats, ATC officiats & Racing NSW personnel were secretty making
ptans, discussing vatuations & necessary permissions to effect the
sate of Rosehitl. racecourse prior to notitying members or even asking
their opinion & if they woutd be in favour. The fact that Racing NSW
appears to have been the instigator of the proposat & ctaims to have

been given the responsibitity of managing the due dil.igence is quite
inappropriate as they have atso stated they wit[ controI the finances
from the sale of a property that they do not own.

(c)The rote of this proposed sate in meeting housing targets is as ftawed
as the statement by ATC officiats "The racecourse has been tested &
is not contaminated" I attach two documents indicating the
extremety high tevets of pottution atong Grand Avenue in the
groundwater which has undoubtedty teached into the land the
racecourse sits on. I quote Dr Bitt Ryatt "lt witl take fifty plus years to
deconta minate the groundwater."

(d)lmpacts on the cost & detivery of the Sydney Metro. These witt no
doubt btow out further due to having to buitd another station to cater
for the increase in residentiat poputation shoutd the proposat go

ahead.
(e) Potentiat impacts on Parktands in Western Sydney wil.t be fett across

the region due to a huge increase in poputation with no green space
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or parklands nearby onty a lot of contaminated industriat tand, a large

amount of traffic inctuding a [arge majority of heavy vehictes.
(f) The negative impacts on the Racing industry woutd be many, serious

& irreversib[e.
(i) Loss of an internationatty renowned premier racetrack, wortd

ctass faciLities & the iconic races hetd there.
(ii) Loss of a state of the art futty devetoped modern training

facil.ity.
(iii) A doubting of the burden of racing onto Randwick racecourse

which is atready at its maximum races & training quota. The

track woutd not be abte to sustain the extra toad and the
degradation to the track surfaces woutd mean more injuries to
both horses & riders thus threatening the soundness &

[ongevity of each racehorse.
(iv) More pressure on provincial training tracks which are atready

struggting with the numbers of horses trained on them.
(v) Upheavat of tiving arrangements of hundreds of peopte, their

famities & many schoot age chitdren to an area without the
facitities the Parramatta area has.

(vi) A severe reduction in the number of staff witLing to work away
from a city area with entertainment & good transport. A tot of
the stabte staff are international workers & do not have a

vehicte.
(vii) Reduction in the betting turnover in NSW due to a tack of

diversity of racetrack & distances. The gambl.ing dol,tar woutd
go to victoria.

(viii) The toss of Rosehitt woutd compromise the future finances of
the ATC as it appears Racing NSW witt be taking control of the
funds from the sate of Rosehitt racecourse.

(g) The welfare of the horses woutd be negatively impacted in many
ways inctuding have to spend more time on trucks getting to triats &
race meetings. Bad & unprofessionat, inexperienced & heavy riders
woutd be the onty ones witting to live away from city facitities
transport & entertainment. The better riders woutd choose to work at
the premier racecourses around Austratia & the wortd where they are

in very great demand & in very short suppty.
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(h) Consutting with the ATC Members at the start of this idea woutd have

indicated quite clearly to the board that there is ctose to zero support
for the proposa[.

(i) There witt be a severe negative impact on the surrounding
businesses, hotels, restaurants & ctubs in the Parramatta area that
rety on custom not only from the racing but atso from the numerous
conferences, weddings, exhibitions & shows hetd at Rosehitt for their
income.

fi) The atternative location proposats appear to be totatty ftawed,
hurriedty drafted without costings or time or land purchase
proposats.

(k) We, as members have experienced our wishes being ignored
previousty on the matter of amalgamation & we are in fear of our
wishes being ignored again & a computsory purchase order being
enacted.

(t) I woutd tike to know how many new members have been brought on

board to support the sa[e but again no transparency from the board
on this question.
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