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To the members of the Committee,

The Alcohol and Drug Foundation (ADF) thanks the committee for the opportunity o comment on this
bill. The ADF delivers evidence-based approaches to minimise alcohol and other drug harm. We
recognise the power of sfrong communities and the important role they play in preventing problems
occurring in the first place. A community-centric approach is at the heart of everything we do.

The ADF is supportive of health-based, rather than criminal responses to alcohol and other drug use and
harm in the community. Current responses to alcohol consumption in public places vary in NSW based
on council by-laws, with police in some instances having the opportunity to issue infringement notices.
The use of infringement notices may lead to individuals at greater risk of contact with police
experiencing financial harms, which may be exacerbated if an individual is experiencing other
challenges like lack of stable accommodation, or alcohol dependence. As with our support for the
recently expanded police drug diversion scheme, we would instead support opportunities for referrals to
health supports where appropriate for individuals consuming alcohol in public.

However, we do not support the object of this bill to allow alcohol consumption in public places.
Individuals can currently consume alcohol in many licensed venues around the state, and in private
places. Alcohol causes significant harm to the community in NSW every year and causes real costs to
the health system. Existing measures to minimise harm from alcohol include RSA on alcohol sales in both
on and off-premises outlets. Allowing public consumption may have the effect of removing the ability to
manage intoxication by limiting the supply of alcohol, while heightening the risk of an individual being
infoxicated in public. Recent research has shown that more than 1 in 3 Australians experienced harm
from others alcohol use in 2021." The research showed that women bear a higher burden of harm in the
community. Given significant social concern about gender-based violence and harm to women in the
community, we are concerned that this bill could accelerate these harms. Additionally, the research
showed that men also experience harm from others due to their drinking and are more likely to
experience it from strangers. This risk of harm may also be exacerbated where restrictions on public
drinking are removed.
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Allowing unfettered consumption of alcohol in public spaces can have the effect of normalisation of
alcohol consumption outside of licenced or private settings, which may in turn lead to higher rates of
consumption. This is turn may place higher demand on alcohol and other drug freatment services in
NSW, leading to delays in access to freatment and further harms experienced within the community.
This bill may also have the effect of exposing more young people to drinking and to alcohol branding
from a young age. Research is clear that exposure to alcohol consumption is a predictor of risk for
alcohol harm later in life.2 3 Additionally, we know that exposure to alcohol branding is also a driver of risk
for harm from alcohol later in life.4 5 Both of these established causes for heightened risk of harm would
be present in scenarios where drinking in public is normalized. While we do not want to see
criminalisation as a result of this approach, the ADF supports existing restrictions on alcohol consumption
in public in order to minimise the already significant public health impacts of alcohol use in NSW.

Please do not hesitate to contact us to discuss any aspect of this submission.

Sincerely,

Robert Taylor
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