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Regarding The Design and Building Prac��oners Act 2020 - the Interior Design/Interior Architecture 
profession was not consulted in the dra�ing of the D & BP Act. Since 2022 the NSW government has 
not acted upon the 'Further inquiry into the regula�on of building standards' Legisla�ve Council 
Report "Recommenda�on 4 - 33 That the NSW Government urgently create a category for 
registra�on under the Design and Building Prac��oners Act 2020 for interior designers'. 

 

Prior to the introduc�on of the current building regula�ons many, if not the majority, of interiors 
projects were designed and led by Interior Designers/Interior Architects. With the introduc�on of 
restric�ons on which professions could lodge Regulated Designs (under the D & BP Act), the share of 
that work that was legi�mately being delivered by Interior Designers was effec�vely assigned to 
architects and building designers, through no fault of us, the highly qualified and capable interior 
designers. 

 

When I directly ques�oned the Government representa�ve coordina�ng with the Design Ins�tute of 
Australia, the representa�ve was not able to produce any proof or sta�s�cs of how many defected 
mul�-storey apartment buildings were defected due to error or omission by an interior designer but 
rather said that our profession was not provided with a recogni�on pathway to (even restricted 
recogni�on) as a Design Prac��oner "... as an oversight". They said they didn't realise our profession 
even existed at the �me the Act was dra�ed and enacted and that's why we were excluded from 
registra�on and prac�ce - by omission. 

 

According to our professional body, the Design Ins�tute of Australia; as a profession, Interior 
Designers are con�nuing to trade because the Act's restric�ons have not yet been introduced to all 
the other building classes beyond the current Class 2 and 3 restric�ons - "If they are further 
restricted and unable to con�nue to provide the full range of their services it is not an overstatement 
to say that an en�re profession will be rendered obsolete. For decades, Interior Designers have been 
preparing the equivalent of regulated designs but the new approvals system does not accommodate 
them. The available workaround of engaging others (architects and builders) to lodge regulated 
designs is crea�ng complexi�es in a challenging insurance market and is unlikely to be sustainable". 
The experience of my prac�ce bears this out. We have already lost our work designing new offices, 
public areas and tenancies below social housing apartments. This was work we used to do pro bono 
and low bono for our charity clients in fulfilment of our social purpose as a Cer�fied Social Enterprise 
but now the Act prohibits us from delivering these services as the chari�es are instead forced to pay 
for an Registered Architect. Once the Act's restric�ons are extended to all building classes I can't see 
how my 20 year old business will con�nue. I will no longer be able to employ or contract anyone and 
I will lose my en�re personal income. 

The work around to use architects to lodge our designs has damaged the reputa�on of our 
profession and is cos�ng clients far more as they have to engage both us AND an architect. Clients 
are frequently choosing not to engage us at all even when, in my firms case, we only do commercial 
work, not residen�al. Our female, small business dominated profession is seeking 
licencing/registra�on, a route to recogni�on and return to unimpeded prac�ce of our profession. I 
am afraid that con�nued discrimina�on by the NSW government may lead to designers taking 
their/our own lives as we con�nue to lose our professional standing, businesses and en�re 
livelihoods. 


