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In 2007 the National Trust of Australia (NSW) nominated Ku-ring-
Conservation Areas within the Context of the Original Blue Gum High Forest for the 

 
 

 

 
 
The TOD program will effectively deforest, destroy and diminish Ku-ring-gai which in 
turn will have cascading negative 
environment  including biodiversity extinction, reduced air quality, carbon emissions, 
heat stress and loss of heritage.  
 
The Hon Tom Uren AO, Federal Minister for Urban and Regional Development 1972-
1975, Patron of the Defenders of Sydney Harbour Foreshores, Chair of the Parramatta 
Park Trust, and spokesperson for the Australian Council of National Trusts Endangered 
Places List 2000, once spoke to a FOKE annual meeting. There he said: 
something special here in Ku-ring-gai   (FOKE AGM/Public Meeting 2001). 
 
As such FOKE calls on the NSW Government to immediately withdraw the 
Transport  Development program because of the devastation it will 
cause to the natural, built and cultural heritage of Roseville, Lindfield, Killara 
and Gordon and other Greater Sydney and regional sites. 
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Kathy Cowley

Kathy Cowley

FOKE challenges the analysis, identification and selection of the following to address 
the housing crisis relating to:



 

  
  

 
FOKE requests that the evidence justifying the selection of TOD precincts and their 
infrastructure capacity be made publicly available. 
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This one-size-fit blanket planning policy must be rejected.  

   
 

 
 

 
  

 
   
   
  

 
  

 
  

  
 

  
 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

(1) Before recommending the making of an environmental planning instrument 
by the Governor, the Minister is to take such steps, if any, as the Minister 
considers appropriate or necessary  

(a)  to publicise an explanation of the intended effect of the proposed 
instrument, and 

(b)  to seek and consider submissions from the public on the matter. 
 

 
 

 
 
The lack of any public consultation or participation in planning is also contrary to the 
objectives of the NSW Community Participation Plan. 
 

 

 
 
The NSW Department of Planning briefing time to Ku-ring-gai Council staff (one hour) 
and Councillors (30 minutes) was totally inadequate for such wide ranging, planning 
policy change and one which effectively undermined the existing statutory strategic 
planning framework in NSW. 
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The NSW Government TOD and Low and Mid-Rise Housing SEPPs will lead to 
irreversible biodiversity extinction not just in Ku-ring-gai, but across the entire Greater 
Sydney & Regions.  
 

 

 
 
Removal of Ku-ring-  
Ku-ring-gai Council's independent ecological report indicates that the Low and Mid-
Rise Housing SEPP will result in the loss of some 32,000 trees.  If there is a 50 per 
cent take up this will result in the loss of 16,000 trees.  
 
162 hectares of critically endangered Blue Gum High Forest and the 217 hectares of 
critically endangered Sydney Turpentine-Ironbark Forest risk being extinguished.   
 

 
  

   
    

 

  
 

 
 

 
 
Ku-ring-  vital for cooling Sydney's temperatures.  Indeed, Ku-
ring-
will drive carbon emissions up with the removal of Ku-ring-
gardens, the demolition of existing houses and rebuilding higher and more dense 
housing.  Concrete is also a major carbon emitter.  
 

  

 

  
 



 

 
 

 
 

 Ku-ring-gai Council environmental controls and policies 
 he National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act 
 the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999  
 the  State Environmental Planning Policy (Biodiversity and 

Conservation) 2021 
 The  Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (BC Act) FOKE takes the 

view that this Act needs to be repealed as when it was introduce, it 
went against expert advice and has led to broadscale rural land 
clearing and loss of biodiversity 

 principles of Ecologically Sustainable Development (ESD) 
 NSW State of the Environment Report 2021 
 Ecological connectivity across Greater Sydney & Regions 

 
 

  

 
 

  
  

 
  

 
Biodiversity Extinction 
Ku-ring-gai has the largest number of threatened species (plants and animals) in the 
bioregion for a local government area. It is home to over 700 native plant species, 
690 fauna species, over 300 vertebrate species, numerous invertebrate species and 
over 160 bird species.   
 
The proposed zoning changes will lead to the extinction of fauna and plant species. 
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The TOD and Low to Mid-Rise Housing SEPPs are a top-
approach with the singular objective to supply more housing.  However this 
contradicts other legislation and overrides local government planning.   
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Legislation needs to prevent wealthy foreign and local investors purchase property 
and then leave it vacant.  This is exacerbating the scarcity of residential properties 
and is leading to rental stress and unaffordable housing across Sydney.   
 
Excessively high immigration numbers are contributing to the housing crisis. The 
NSW Government needs to pressure the Federal Government to implement 
sustainable levels of immigration e.g. 70,000 per year.   
 
NSW Leader of the Opposition Mark Speakman has said that the Minns Labor 

immigration rates in order to alleviate pressure on the housing market: 
 

factors to our housing supply shortage, which is unsustainable rates 
of immigration. His announcements will have no short-term impact 

 
 

Net overseas migration will contribute almost 500,000 people to the 
e five years 

to 2026- Chris Minns must 
address housing demand) 

 
 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

 
The SEPP for Low to Mid-Rise Housing Policy will significantly change the character 
and environment of Ku-ring-gai. It will allow dual occupancies in residential zones on 
minimum block sizes of 450 sqm will wipe out the tree canopy of Ku-ring-gai. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
The proposed Changes to create Low and Mid-rise Housing and Transport 
Oriented Development TOD SEPPs are contrary to the Objects of the 
NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EPAA).  It will decimate Ku-
ring-  and make it impossible for the NSW Government to achieve 
net zero emissions by 2050 and meet its commitments to the Paris Climate 
Agreement.   
 
 

 
The TOD program presents high levels of risk and malfeasance. Effectively the NSW 
Government is handing planning controls over to developers. Homeowners, living 
400-800 metres from Roseville, Lindfield, Killara and Gordon Railway Stations have 
been inundated with developer letters seeking that they sell their properties and make 

inadequate measures to deter and punish the misuse of confidential market sensitive 
government information. 
 
 

 
 

 

  



 

 
 

 

 


