
 

 Submission    
No 68 

 
 
 
 
 
 

INQUIRY INTO CURRENT AND FUTURE PUBLIC 

TRANSPORT NEEDS IN WESTERN SYDNEY 
 
 
 

Organisation: Wollondilly Shire Council 

Date Received: 6 October 2023 

 

 



 
 

 
 

Our Reference: 13353 
 

 
 
Ms Cate Faehrmann MLC 
Committee Chair 
Portfolio Committee No. 6 – Transport and the Arts 
Parliament House 
Macquarie Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 
 
Dear Ms Faehrmann, 
 
Re: Inquiry into Current and Future Public Transport Needs in Western Sydney 

 
Wollondilly Shire Council welcomes the opportunity to provide this submission to 
the Portfolio Committee No.6 on the inquiry into public transport needs in Western 
Sydney both now and in the future. 
 
As an integral member of Sydney’s Western Parkland Councils, this submission 
serves to endorse the submission made by The Parks on 18th September plus 
highlight the nuances, challenges & expectations particular to the Wollondilly 
community. 
 
The Wollondilly Shire is heavily car dependent due to its geographical spread of 
its towns and villages and the chronic lack of public transport options.   
 
This equity issue is only going to worsen with the growth areas planned for 
Wollondilly, including Wilton (15,000 dwellings) and Appin (19,000 dwellings).  
 
No clear plans have been developed for timely delivery of efficient and effective 
public transport for these already rapidly growing communities, despite Council 
advocating strongly for the NSW Government to prioritise early public transport 
to minimise car dependency in future. These rezoning’s, lead by the NSW 
Government, are linked by one road being ‘Broughton Pass’ with a narrow 
winding road leading to a one lane historic bridge – the road inaccessible by 
heavy vehicles – yet this road is nominated as the public transport linkage 
between the two growth centres. 
 
The reliability of the Southern Highlands diesel train network servicing the Shire 
is questionable, prioritises freight movements (with no dedicated line for 
passenger services) and does not provide a regular and reliable service.  
 
Given the southern highlands line is a diesel service, connectivity to the broader 
electricfied metropolitan network is challenging resulting in many residents 



 
 

 
 

driving to Macarthur to access a reliable train service. Council is also concerned 
of reports that train services on the line could be replaced by buses.  
  
In addition, the bus network for Wollondilly does not have access to the Opal card 
system, to catch a bus in many of the townships within Wollondilly cash is the only 
option.   
 
The issues and key needs for Wollondilly have been summarised in Councils 
adopted submission for NSW Future Transport Review, which we append to this 
submission. The key priorities outlined in this submission are: 
 

• Rail/metro connecting the Macarthur and Illawarra regions and the 

Airport/Bradfield, providing passengers, employees and products to 

Bradfield  and the Airport, and access to economic opportunities and the 

exceptional natural beauty for tourism and lifestyle of Wollondilly and the 

Illawarra   

• Progressing as an immediate priority Stage 2 of the North South rail 

connection from Bradfield to Campbelltown/Macarthur  

• Implementing Rapid Bus (B-Line style Bus Rapid Transit) connecting 

Wilton (via Appin) with Macarthur/Campbelltown within 1-3 years as an 

interim solution until rail is delivered 

• Implementing future electrification of southern rail line to Picton/Wilton in 

the medium term, 5-15 years. 

• Maldon-Dombarton rail. Accessibility modelling of the expanding Port 

Kembla freight terminal (as detailed in Future Transport 2056) and 

providing freight rail connection between Port Kembla and the 

Airport/Bradfield, enabling significant economic benefit, via the Maldon-

Dombarton rail freight connection, which could be implemented as a 

passenger line as per the South West Illawarra Rail Link (SWIRL) study, 

and full rail freight capacity study, Western Line, with aim of transitioning 

from road to rail. 

 
Further, this issue was discussed by Council at its Ordinary Meeting of 22 June 
2022, where Council resolved its key priorities for advocacy are; 

a) Increase train services on the Southern Highlands line including express 
services to the City 

b) Increased bus services particularly in outlying areas 
c) Bus services on Sunday and Public Holidays 
d) Bus services linking our towns e.g. The Oaks or Warragamba to Picton 
e) Increase parking at train stations 
f) Funding for additional bus shelters 



 
 

 
 

g)  Bus services to Wollongong including the University as currently only 
Appin has this service 

h) Additional services from the Wilton Growth Area including passenger 
train link to Wollongong 

 
We look forward to the inquiry progressing and would like to discuss with the 
Committee further the issues raised in The Parks and Wollondilly submissions.  
 
If you would like to discuss further please contact Mike Nelson, Manager Assets, 
Transport & Engineering on (    or via email 

  
 
 
Yours faithfully, 

Ben Taylor 
Chief Executive Officer 
Wollondilly Shire Council 
 
  



 
 

 
 

 
RESOLUTION 147/2022  
 
That Council:  
 
1. Write to NSW Minister and Shadow Minster for Transport calling for the following 

issues to be addressed: 
i) Increase train services on the Southern Highlands line including express 

services to the City 
j) Increased bus services particularly in outlying areas 
k) Bus services on Sunday and Public Holidays 
l) Bus services linking our towns e.g. The Oaks or Warragamba to Picton 
m) Increase parking at train stations 
n) Funding for additional bus shelters 
o)  Bus services to Wollongong including the University as currently only 

Appin has this service 
p) Additional services from the Wilton Growth Area including passenger 

train link to Wollongong 
 

2. Hold a Councillor briefing to discuss an advocacy strategy on transport 
priorities.  

 
 
 
RESOLUTION  352/2022   
 
That Wollondilly Council expresses concerns of reports that Train Services on the 
Southern Highlands could be replaced by buses. Further Council write to the 
State Government, Opposition and Wingecarribee Council expressing our 
support for train services on the Southern Highlands Line. 
 

 
 


















