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Approx half of a ll children living  in lead mining  communit ie s  of Broken Hill, Port  Pirie  and 
Mount  Isa  have  blood leve l leve ls  exceeding  the  NHMRC acceptable  leve l of 5  
micrograms pe r decilit re .  

I ask our government officials making these approvals , what would be an acceptable level 
of lead exposure for your children?   

A recent  s tudy has  a lso found tha t  children living  closes t  to the  mine  s ite s , had much lower 
leve ls  of educat ion in te s t  scores , and had a  much highe r chance  of be ing  diagnosed 
with deve lopmenta l de lays  and disabilit ie s .  

In fact our govt think it is acceptable to run programs to help educate families living in 
these areas on how to “safely live with lead.’   

This  is  an appalling  abuse  of Govt  power;  having  familie s  be lieve  tha t  they can safe ly live  
with LEAD, and removing  liability from the  gove rnment . They place  the  incomprehens ive  
task and re spons ibility of living  with such dange r, back on the  family.  

I will not  be  subject ing  my children to blood leve l te s t ing  in to monitor for Bowdens . A 
pos it ive  blood te s t  confirming  tha t  they have  been exposed to LEAD, because  of 
subs tandard mining  pract ice s  is  too la te . This  is  a  barbaric  reques t  and a  viola t ion to my 
children’s  right  to be  safe  in the ir own home  and an impos it ion on the ir future . 

Cadia  is  a  pe rfect  example  tha t  demons tra te s  the  incredibly difficulty placed on the  
community to prove  the re  has  been exposure  to heavy me ta ls  due  to poor mining  
pract ice s . The  burden of toxic exposure  and the  burden to prove  such, fa lls  unjus t ly on 
community. Furthe r exaspe ra t ing  the  difficulty, NSW health a t tempted to discourage  
GPs  in the  reg ion, from te s t ing  for heavy me ta ls . The  s itua t ion was  played down as  “Not  
to cause  unnecessary a larm” and to “only te s t  if symptoms where  pre sent .” Symptoms 
are  a  la te  indica tor, by the  t ime  symptoms are  pre sent  in children, the  damage  done  will 
be  irreve rs ible . Those  children, be ing  le ft  as  s ta t is t ics , to hope fully, improve  me ta l 
mining ’s  future  pract ice s  and to prevent  future  incidents .  

We can clearly see  the EPA and Govt response to this situation is reactive and not proactive. 
This gives me no faith that these  regulatory  bodies will protect us from a disaster 
occurring at the Bowdens site.  

We become  the  colla te ra l damage  of the  Lead & Silve r mining  so our government  can 
secure  economic bene fits .  

The  US follow the  guide lines  that  the re  is  no safe  leve l of exposure , ye t  in Aus tra lia  we  
cons ide r some  leve ls  of exposure  to be  safe  and mere ly encourage  behaviour to minimise  
the  risks .  

Lead exposure  for children is  incredibly dange rous , lead tha t  a  child inhale s  is  a lmost  
a lways  100% absorbed and 20-50% of lead inges ted is  usually absorbed. Approx. 70% of 
lead is  s tored in children’s  tee th and bones .  

During  pregnancy and breas t feeding  lead s tored in a  woman’s  bones  from previous  
exposure  can be  leech and be  passed onto the ir child.  

The  EPA s ta te  tha t  no dus t  conta ining  Lead, or any othe r dus t  for tha t  mat te r, can leave  the  
Bowdens  s ite  if ope rat ion commences . Do you have  comple te  fa ith tha t  this  is  poss ible?  

Each Minera l/Me ta l mine  has  g rea t  management  plans  on pape r. They use  the  la te s t  
technology available , predicted data  and figures .  However, I ask our policymakers , what  
leve l of risk would you subject  your family to? The  policymakers  and planne rs  don’t  bothe r 
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to come and visit nor do any take the people of these communities into serious 
consideration , when approving these mines  
I urge you to visit these families , the homes of  which, you have the potential to destroy , and 
ask yourselves would you be ok with your children living within 10km from such a mine site  
 
If your answer is no, then clearly a much stronger approval process needs to be met  
 
Please do not ignore the wealth of knowledge & scientific date being submitted during this 
inquiry, the same way it was blatantly  dismissed during the IPC hearing.  
Please do not ignore the submissions that people have poured their heart and so uls into 
with the hopes of protecting their families and their homes , they are important too , and 
should be heard.  




