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Margaret Southwell

From: Margaret Southwell
Sent: Tuesday, 12 September 2023 11:06 AM
Subject: Future Rail West of Bankstown
Attachments: Inner West Line and Bankstown Line pre 2013.jpg

From: XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX> 
Sent: Sunday, August 27, 2023 11:30 pm 
To: Mayor ; Khal Asfour ; George Zakhia 

Chris Cahill  Rachelle Harika 
; Charlie Ishac ; Barbara Coorey 

; Jessie Nguyen ; Clare Raffan 
 Charbel Abouraad  Linda Downey 

 David Walsh Sazeda Akter 
; K Saleh  Bhadra Waiba 
 

Subject: Future Rail West of Bankstown 

Dear Mayor El-Hayek and fellow Councillors, 

My name is Roydon Ng, a rail commuter and community advocate from the West of Bankstown for the “Restore 
Inner West Line” community action group. 

We express our thanks to Canterbury Bankstown Council for its resolution (25 February 2020) to support the full 
restoration of the former T2 Inner West Line (City to Liverpool via Regents Park and City to Bankstown via Regents 
Park). 

Thank you also to Canterbury Bankstown Council for its advocacy for the underground Bankstown Metro Station. It 
is disappointing that Sydney Metro has not adopted Council’s proposal. 

Arising from Sydney Metro’s refusal for an underground Bankstown Metro Station is the often overlooked matter of 
future rail services in the West of Bankstown area (towards Lidcombe and Liverpool). 

It is my understanding that the current Sydney Metro Review has provided local Councils impacted by the Sydney 
Metro City & Southwest project the opportunity to make a submission. 

On behalf of the 19,000 commuters from 9 immediate stations in the West of Bankstown including 6 in the Bass Hill 
Ward (Yagoona, Birrong, Regents Park, Sefton, Chester Hill, Leightonfield, Villawood), we request Council make 
representations for our Sydney Trains services. 

CANTERBURY BANKSTOWN COUNCIL AND NSW LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL RECOMMENDATION IGNORED BY 
TRANSPORT FOR NSW 

Canterbury Bankstown Council resolved on 25 February 2020 to make a submission to Transport for NSW in support 
of restoring the T2 Inner West Line to its pre-2013 route (City to Liverpool via Regents Park and City to Bankstown 
via Regents Park). 
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The NSW Legislative Council Inquiry into Sydenham to Bankstown line conversion (2019-20) report recommended 
that ALL stations in the West of Bankstown have direct trains restored to City Circle via Regents Park/Lidcombe 
(former T2 Inner West Line). 

But Transport for NSW has only partially adopted the Canterbury Bankstown Council and the NSW Legislative 
Council Inquiry’s recommendation for restoration of train services for ALL stations in the West of Bankstown area. 

The 2024 timetable only includes a partial restoration of the former T2 Inner West Line being City to Liverpool via 
Regents Park, but not City to Bankstown via Regents Park. 

WEST OF BANKSTOWN ARE THE FORGOTTEN COMMUTERS 

Prior to the 2013 timetable’s removal of the former T2 Inner West Line (City to Liverpool/Bankstown via Regents 
Park), stations in the West of Bankstown had 2 lines to City Circle (via Regents Park/Lidcombe [T2 Inner West] or via 
T3 Bankstown/Sydenham). 

But once Sydney Metro Southwest (Sydenham to Bankstown) opens, the final direct route of T3 Bankstown Line will 
be removed, therefore the stations of Birrong and Yagoona will have 0 trains to Central Station. 

In 2020, Transport for NSW also discreetly announced the removal of direct trains between Liverpool and 
Bankstown in the 2024 timetable, with commuters being forced to interchange at Regents Park. 

Therefore, the current direct train for example between Chester Hill and Canterbury will from 2024 become Chester 
Hill to Regents Park (interchange) to Bankstown (interchange) to Canterbury. 

LONG-TERM FUTURE OF RAIL WEST OF BANKSTOWN IN DOUBT 

Furthermore, it appears that the partial restoration of direct trains from West of Bankstown to City Circle via 
Regents Park/Lidcombe (former T2 Inner West Line) will be for the short-term future, with long-term plans being 
bus replacing trains in the 2030s. 

During the NSW Legislative Council Inquiry into Sydenham to Bankstown line conversion (2019-20), Transport for 
NSW executives indicated that rail services for the West of Bankstown would only be maintained in the short-term 
future after Sydney Metro Southwest opened. 

Transport for NSW is also considering the full closure of all 9 West of Bankstown stations in the long-term future 
with bus replacing trains firstly on the Lidcombe to Bankstown line, and then with the removal of the restored City 
to Liverpool via Regents Park service in the 2030s. 

The proposed future bus routes replacing train are: Lidcombe – Regents Park (bus interchange), Bankstown – 
Regents Park (bus interchange), Cabramatta – Regents Park (bus interchange). 

FUTURE OF BANKSTOWN TRAIN STATION AND BANKSTOWN ARTS CENTRE IN DOUBT 

We are also concerned that Transport for NSW is continuing with plans for the Metro Southwest extension 
(especially without an underground Bankstown Metro station) with future intentions to demolish the Sydney Trains 
(western side of the) station and the Bankstown Arts Centre (as tunnel entrances). 



3

Without an underground Bankstown Metro Station, it is impossible to extend Metro Southwest to Liverpool and 
maintain Sydney Trains from Lidcombe/Liverpool to Bankstown (as Sydney Trains from Yagoona won’t have any 
Bankstown platforms as Metro is running west through station). 

Below is a map of the Sydney Trains Network that would be ideal for all current commuters especially from the West 
of Bankstown area: 

We kindly ask that Council includes these concerns with its submission to the Sydney Metro Review, Sydney Trains 
Review, and the NSW Legislative Council Inquiry into Current and future public transport needs in Western Sydney. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

Kind regards 
Roydon Ng 
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Margaret Southwell

From: Margaret Southwell
Sent: Tuesday, 12 September 2023 11:09 AM
Subject: Appalling Bus Service in South Sydney Area

From: Nick Mitrevski <XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX> 
Sent: Friday, August 25, 2023 11:24 am 
To:  
Cc:  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Mayor ; Charbel Abouraad 

 Linda Downey  David Walsh 
 

Subject: Appalling Bus Service in South Sydney Area 

Hi U-Go Mobility team, 

Appalling Bus Service in South Sydney Area 

I note your “sincere apology” on your website but note that this is not enough. 

To say that the level of your service is poor would be an understatement. On a good day your buses are consistently 
late, cancelled or overcrowded and I’ve witnessed them broken down (at Padstow train station) and burning (yes it 
was one of your buses at my son’s school). 

I have 2 sons that rely on the M92 to get to school, and they had no trouble or issues with the previous operator 
(Transdev), but they now literally hate using or relying on your bus service. As a result, we have been forced to take 
them to school causing us additional cost and inconvenience, mind you it does provide us with some assurance that 
they’re not on a bus that may well burst into flames or break down and leave them on the street and late to school. 
We have a child who is undertaking their HSC and the last thing they need to worry about is getting late to school 
missing out on valuable school time during a crucial period of his life, let alone having us worried that the buses are 
not mechanically sound resulting in injury or death. 

I rarely complain but feel that your service is not even up to third world standards and will be passing on my 
concerns to NSW transport and politicians/local members (cc’d).  

Regards 

Nick Mitrevski 
Director 
Bluemarq Commercial 
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   Po Box 1060 Hurstville NSW 1481   |   www.bluemarqcommercial.com.au 

------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
IMPORTANT: The information transmitted is for the use of the intended recipient/s only and may contain confidential and/or legally privileged material. Any 
review, re-transmission, dissemination or other use of, or taking of any action in reliance upon this information by persons or entities other than the intended 
recipients is prohibited and may result in severe penalties. If you have received this email in error, please notify the sender and delete all copies of this 
transmission together with any attachments. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------
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ITEM 10.8 Future of Sydney Trains Stations in the West of Bankstown 

I, Councillor Barbara Coorey hereby give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council 
I will move the following motion:- 

“That Canterbury Bankstown Council affirms its support for the Sydney Trains Network in 
particular for the existing stations west of Bankstown (not part of Sydney Metro 
Southwest) including Birrong and Yagoona. And that Council writes to the NSW Transport 
Minister Jo Haylen, the current Sydney Trains Review conducted by Ms Carolyn Walsh, 
the relevant State MPs, and neighbouring Local Councils in west of Bankstown outlining 
opposition to the Transport for NSW plans for: 

 Removal of Sydney Trains services from Birrong and Yagoona to Central/City Circle in
2024.

 More west of Bankstown commuters forced to interchange at Lidcombe for trains to
City Circle.

 West of Bankstown commuters forced to interchange at Bankstown
 Removal of Sydney Trains services from Liverpool-Sefton to

Birrong/Yagoona/Bankstown in 2024.
 West of Bankstown commuters forced to interchange at Regents Park if travelling

from a Liverpool-Sefton station to a Birrong-Bankstown station.
 Renaming of former T2 Inner West Line “Liverpool to City via Regents Park” train

services (removed in 2013, to be restored temporarily in 2024) as the second T3
Bankstown Line.

 Long-term permanent closure of Sydney Trains stations west of Bankstown with the
replacement of trains with bus between Bankstown and Lidcombe and Liverpool via
Regents Park.”

BACKGROUND 

The Sydney Trains Network currently has 9 stations in the immediate area west of 
Bankstown, with 6 in the vicinity of Canterbury Bankstown LGA. (Liverpool, Warwick Farm, 
Cabramatta, and Lidcombe are also on the T3 Line west of Bankstown (and former T2 Inner 
West Line – Liverpool to City via Regents Park) but have access to other Sydney Trains 
Network lines). 
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9 immediate West of Bankstown stations 
 Yagoona (Canterbury Bankstown LGA, Auburn electorate/East Hills electorate) 
 Birrong (Canterbury Bankstown LGA, Auburn electorate) 

(Birrong and Yagoona was serviced by the T2 Bankstown to City via Regents Park line until 
2013). 
 Carramar (Fairfield LGA, Fairfield electorate) 
 Villawood (Canterbury Bankstown LGA/Fairfield LGA, Fairfield electorate) 
 Leightonfield (Canterbury Bankstown LGA, Fairfield electorate) 
 Chester Hill (Canterbury Bankstown LGA, Auburn electorate) 
 Sefton (Canterbury Bankstown LGA, Auburn electorate) 
 Regents Park (Canterbury Bankstown LGA/Cumberland LGA, Auburn electorate) 
 Berala (Cumberland LGA, Auburn electorate) 

(Carramar to Berala was serviced by the T2 Liverpool via Regents Park line until 2013). 
 
In 2013, the T2 Inner West Line (Bankstown to City via Regents Park and Liverpool to City via 
Regents Park) was removed resulting in forced interchanges at Lidcombe and Birrong. 
 
The NSW Legislative Council Inquiry into Sydenham-Bankstown line conversion (2019-2020) 
made a recommendation that the direct train to City Circle be restored for all stations in the 
west of Bankstown not being converted into Sydney Metro Southwest (Sydenham to 
Bankstown). 
 
Source: Report No 11 - PC 6 - Transport and Customer Service - Sydenham-Bankstown Line 
conversion 
https://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/lcdocs/inquiries/2551/Report%20No%2011 PC%206 S
ydenham-Bankstown%20line%20conversion.pdf 
 
Canterbury Bankstown Council resolved on 25 February 2020 to support the restoration of 
the T2 Inner West Line to provide direct train services from the West of Bankstown to 
Central/City Circle without interchange at Lidcombe Station. 
 
In 2020, Transport for NSW announced as part of Sydney Metro City & Southwest that 
changes to rail services in the West of Bankstown would be implemented in 2024 including: 
 
 Partial restoration of the former T2 Inner West Line (Liverpool to City via Regents 

Park) for Liverpool, Warwick Farm, Cabramatta, Carramar, Villawood, Leightonfield, 
Chester Hill, Sefton, Regents Park, Berala, and Lidcombe commuters.  

 (This is supported by the Canterbury Bankstown Council resolution of 25 February 
2020). 

 
 New T3 shuttle train service between Bankstown and Lidcombe (for Yagoona, 

Birrong, Regents Park, Berala commuters) with interchange at either terminus.  
 (This motion seeks to re-affirm Canterbury Bankstown Council’s opposition to the 

forced interchange at Lidcombe as the resolution of 25 February 2020 supports direct 
trains to City Circle through Lidcombe Station). 
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 Removal of direct trains between Liverpool and Bankstown, with a new interchange
introduced at Regents Park Station (between the T2 Liverpool to City via Regents
Park with the T3 Bankstown to Lidcombe shuttle).
(This motion seeks to affirm Canterbury Bankstown Council’s opposition to the
removal of Sydney Trains between Liverpool and Bankstown).

 The former T2 Inner West Line (Liverpool to City via Regents Park) will be renamed in
2024 as the second the T3 Bankstown Line (despite Bankstown Station not part of
this route).
(This motion seeks to request Transport for NSW to avoid causing confusion among
commuters especially the culturally and linguistically diverse communities using public
transport).

Source: Transport for NSW Planning for Rail Services West of Bankstown in 2024  
www.transport.nsw.gov.au/projects/current-projects/planning-for-rail-services-west-of-
bankstown 

Left: Transport for NSW Map for Rail West of Bankstown in 2024 announced publicly with 
Liverpool to City via Regents Park as T3 Bankstown Line (in orange). 

Right: Internal Transport for NSW Map (released under GIPA Act: GIPA 21T-0844) for Rail 
West of Bankstown with Liverpool to City via Regents Park as T2 Inner West Line (in blue). 

The long-term future of Sydney Trains in the west of Bankstown also remains unclear, 
despite the NSW Legislative Council Inquiry into Sydenham to Bankstown recommending 
that direct trains to City Circle be restored via Lidcombe for ALL stations. 

The Sydney Metro Southwest project team has created an “Alternative Shuttle Options” 
plan for the West of Bankstown proposing the following changes: 

 Closure of Birrong Station and Yagoona Station
 Replacement of Sydney Trains between Bankstown and Lidcombe (including Yagoona

and Birrong) with either bus or light rail or ride-share
 New bus interchange at Regents Park for commuters travelling to Bankstown (via

Birrong/Yagoona)



 

Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 29 August 2023 
Page 4 

 
Source: Sydney Metro City & Southwest – Alternative Shuttle Options (extract from GIPA 
23T-0182) 
 
Transport for NSW claims that the Sydney Metro City and Southwest project team has 
delegated authority for planning closure of Sydney Trains Network stations (outside of the 
approved Sydney Metro Southwest/Sydenham to Bankstown corridor) under the Transport 
Administration Act 1988. 
 
Other Transport for NSW and Sydney Metro documents for the West of Bankstown 
(released under GIPA Act) indicate more extensive plans to close stations in the West of 
Bankstown area including between Regents Park and Cabramatta (via Sefton, Chester Hill, 
Leightonfield, Villawood, Carramar) and between Regents Park and Lidcombe (via Berala). 
 

 
 
FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
There is no financial impact associated with this motion. 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S COMMENT 

The motion as written presents no financial impact for Council. 




