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SUBMISSION 
to the Parliamentary Inquiry into the impacts of  

gold, lead, silver and zinc mining. 
 

The news that the Greens have secured the above inquiry is most welcome, particularly to 

small rural community groups such as the Clarence Environment Centre (CEC). We have 

been actively supporting the Clarence Catchment Alliance’s campaign to end mining and 

minerals exploration in the Clarence River Catchment for the past five years. 

 

The Campaign began in 2017 when the CEC investigated exploratory operations by Castillo 

Copper which ultimately saw Castillo’s licences suspended and the company issued with 

substantial fines for numerous breaches of those licence conditions. 

 

Currently there are exploration licences held on more than 40 mineral leases in this 

catchment, and two mining licences. Both are established mines which have been ‘moth-

balled’ for extended periods, and although neither mine is currently operating, owners have 

indicated their intention to recommence operations shortly. 

 

The above figures reflect the local problem, which is that, while there are, or were, deposits 

of numerous heavy metals in our mountainous coastal hinterland, those deposits are small and 

were mostly mined out before the second world war. 
 

There is little or no chance of any bonanza of undiscovered minerals in the valley, and current 

exploration is focussed on old diggings, with explorers arguing that modern techniques allow 

those old sites to be re-worked, and even proposing to re-process the tailings from earlier 

mining activities. 
 

Miners, minerals exploration companies, and geologists have been digging and drilling 

around the region since the mid-1800s. Small deposits of copper, gold, silver, antimony, and 

other metals have been found and mined over the years, and all have been closed down or 

“moth-balled” when the mineral deposits were depleted or no longer viable. 
 

Today, minerals explorers have geological mapping, geophysical surveys, geochemical 

sampling, and advanced drilling facilities at their disposal. They utilise surface geophysical 

methods, which incorporate magnetic, gravity, seismic refraction, seismic reflection, 

electrical resistivity, natural potential, and ground penetrating radar. 
 

They are equipped to undertake mineraloid exploration, plasma exploration, air exploration, 

water exploration, hydrocarbon exploration, rock exploration, magnetometric surveys, and 

electromagnetic surveys. And what significant new discoveries have they made to date? Zip! 







As mentioned above, this proposal has raised concerns and a series of questions which we put 

to the resources regulator as follows: 

 

Where a licence holder is removing bulk alluvial material for processing, is there a limit,  

a)  to the volume of material that can be extracted, and ground disturbance that   

can   occur at each site? Say, where samples are bring sought from relatively 

deep underground. 

b)  Is there a limit to the number and size of the ‘holes’ that can be excavated per 

hectare? And.  

c) can the landowner be reimbursed for any losses of income resulting from those 

activities, i.e., loss of improved pasture or crops, and any other impacts? 

  

d) Also, as this type of exploration is far more invasive than merely drilling a hole 

for core samples, can you confirm that, prior to any such exploration, the 

licence holder will be required to present some form of environmental impact 

assessment for all sites where native vegetation is going to be destroyed, and/or 

water courses may be negatively impacted? 

  

e) In your earlier letter, you explained that minerals extracted under an exploration 

licence cannot be sold. However, we understand that the licence applicant in this 

instance actually owns a wash plant on an already approved adjoining lease. 

Will anyone monitor operations to record what gold was obtained from the 

licenced 'pit' and what came from the various exploration sites? 

  

We received a prompt response from the regulator with the relevant answers as follows: 
 

a) Yes, there is a limit to the volume of material that can be extracted, 20,000 tonnes. 

Extraction of bulk samples greater than 20,000 tonnes of ore requires a 

development application to be lodged. Also, there is no limit on ground disturbance 

at a site - however the Exploration guideline: Application and assessment process 

for exploration activities outlines the different application and assessment 

requirements for activities that are proposing a greater level of disturbance. 
 

b) There is no limit on the number and size of holes at a site - however the Exploration 

guideline: Application and assessment process for exploration outlines the different 

application and assessment requirements for activities that are proposing a greater 

level of disturbance. 
 

c) Before undertaking any land-based exploration activities, the authority holder must 

enter into a written access arrangement with the landholder. That agreement can 

include specific requirements for disturbances, timeframes for activities to occur 

and landholder compensation etc. Note: this appears to be something the landowner 

has to negotiate with the mining company, with no guarantees that the miners will 

agree. As pointed out earlier, this particular landowner has been unable to obtain 

agreed upon money for road maintenance etc, from previous licence-holders. 

 

     d) We received  no answer to our question as to: “will the licence holder will be 

required to present some form of environmental impact assessment for all sites 

where native vegetation is going to be destroyed during exploration, and/or 

water courses that may be negatively impacted?” As a result, we assume that no 

environmental impact assessment is required. 





In reality, if mining was banned from the area, Mr Williamson, the National’s, and various 

industry-funded lobby groups, would probably have little to lose by way of lost opportunities, 

because the chances of finding any bonanza of undiscovered minerals in the valley are slim. 

 

Miners, minerals exploration companies, and geologists have been digging and drilling 

around the region since the mid-1800s. Small deposits of copper, gold, silver, antimony, and 

other metals have been found and mined over the years, and all have been closed down when 

the mineral deposits were depleted or no longer viable. 

 

Starting with a campaign of community information and awareness, and building alliances 

through public meetings, all media outlets, including social media, the CCA followed up with 

a written petition, collecting 13,000 signatures, well over the 10,000 signatures required for it 

to be debated in Parliament. 

 

The petition, calling for the Clarence Valley to be declared off limits to mining by an 

amendment under Schedule 1 of the NSW State Environmental Planning Policy (Mining, 

Petroleum Production and Extractive Industries) 2007, was tabled in State Parliament in mid-

2021, by the Member for Lismore, Ms Janelle Saffin, MP, Labor, and was debated on 14th 

October 2021 https://youtu.be/FhZ0RqmCXXY 

 

In the debate Ms Saffin was joined in speaking in support of the petition by the Member for 

Murray, Ms Helen Dalton, MP, then Shooters, Fishers and Farmers Party, and Greens 

member for Ballina, Ms Tamara Smith. This broad, cross-party support for the No Mines 

Clarence Valley cause, was a feature of this campaign.  

 

Following the tabling of the petition, Clarence Valley Council acknowledged the 

community’s opposition to mining when, at the November 24 CVC meeting, councillors 

resolved to, “seek the support of both state and federal governments, to impose a 

moratorium on further mining exploration licences and to cancel existing licences” 

https://clarencevalleynews.com.au/cvc-backs-no-mines-call/  

 

This call was subsequently supported formally by neighbouring Coffs Harbour City, 

Bellingen Shire, Kyogle, Glen Innes Severn, and Byron Shire Councils, and included a 

personal letter of support from the then Mayor of Tweed Shire Council, Cr Chris Cherry. 

 

Publicly announced cross-party support included: 

• Ms Catherine Cusack MLC, Liberal 

• Mr Chris Minns, then Leader of the NSW opposition, Labor 

• Ms Penny Sharpe, then Opposition Environment Spokesperson 

• Ms Rose Jackson, then Shadow Minister for Water, Labour 

• The Greens, State and Federal 

The Clarence Catchment Alliance also received publicly acknowledged support for a ban on 

mining in the Clarence River catchment from the candidates for Page in the 2022 federal 

election. They were: 

• Kevin Hogan, incumbent Member – National Party.  * Patrick Deegan – Labor 

• Heather Smith – Australian Federation Party   * Kashmir Miller – Greens 

• Ian Williamson – United Australia Party   * Serge Killingbeck – TNL Party 

• Brett Duroux – Indigenous Australia Party   * Donna Pike – One Nation 

• Thomas Searles – Liberal Democratic Party              * Hannabeth Luke – Independent 






