
 

 Submission    
No 47 

 
 
 
 
 
 

INQUIRY INTO COMMENCEMENT OF THE FISHERIES 

MANAGEMENT AMENDMENT ACT 2009 
 
 
 

Name: Mr Wayne Anderson 

Date Received: 11 July 2022 

 

 



Submission by Wayne Anderson     11 July 2022 
This submission is a personal view and not of the BB(H) ACFLMP Steering Committee, Birpai 
LALC or other organisations that I may be associated with.  
 
ACFLMP Aboriginal Cultural Fishing Local Management Plan 
BB(H) Birpai Barray (Hastings) 
 
 

Significant stages in development of the BB(H) ACFLMP. 
 
1. Initial discussions about ACFLMP/BB(H) 
1n Port Macquarie 2017, myself as a Port Macquarie and Birpai LALC community member, 

 a Wauchope and Bunyah LALC community member and  
from NSW DPI Fisheries, were involved in a start-up discussion relating to the development 
of an ACFLMP on the mid-north coast around Port Macquarie.   
 
2. NSW DPI (Fisheries) through  clearly stated intensions and other NSW 
Cultural Fishing legislation. 
Images from 2017 received email 

 
 





4. Formation of a Cultural Fishing Steering Committee (CFSC) 
EOI for a ACFLMP Steering Committee was advertised in August 2019. 
This committee remained active from 2019 formation up to its disbandment in June 2022 
when the final BB(H) ACFLMP was activated on Friday 17th June in Port Macquarie. 
The committee kept meeting via Zoom meetings during COVID restrictions. 
 
 

 
 
 
5. Parties involved in the development of the BB(H) ACFLMP 
A wide cross-section of the Aboriginal community were involved in the plan development. 
This process has helped develop stronger working relationships between the Birpai and 
Bunyah LALCs. 
The Aboriginal communities felt strongly that the BB(H) ACFLMP should not be shared with 
other organisations, including NSWALC, so that plan details could be distributed without 
permission. The Steering Committee strongly endorsed this principle. The Steering 
Committee believe it could support other communities wishing to develop their own unique 
LMP. 
Included parties were: 
• Traditional Custodians  
• Members of the local Aboriginal Community 
• Local Aboriginal service providers and organisations 
• Birpai Local Aboriginal Land Council  
• Bunyah Local Aboriginal Land Council 
• The Department of Regional NSW (NSW DPI)  
• AFAC 
• NSW Aboriginal Land Council (NSWALC) 
• NTSCORP 
• Barefeet (Independent consultant) 



 
6. Use of Community Surveys 
A number of Community Surveys were used to collect feedback on species and LMP bag and 
possession limits, fishing methods including cultural techniques, cultural fishing events and 
seasonal fishing. The first survey was issued April 2018.  
7. Cultural Zoning 
The survey and workshop meetings agreed to use the combined Birpai and Bunyah LALC 
boundaries as the cultural fishing zone. This made it easier to define the area and maintain 
consistence within the Aboriginal community and DPI staff. 
 
8. Aboriginal Cultural Fishing Interim Access (ACFIA)  
It was acknowledged that the ACFIA was not sufficient to cater for cultural fishing needs. 
 
9. Section 37 of the Fisheries Management Act 1994 
It was acknowledged that a section 37 permit is available, but this required extra effort for 
Aboriginal fisher and DPI staff including paperwork for cultural fishing. The BB(H) ACFLMP 
has the use of commercial size nets. Nets will be held by Birpai and Bunyah LALC for 
community use. 
The first BB(H) ACFLMP netting occurred Wednesday 6the July 2022 in the Hastings River. 
This event involved five (5) community and DPI staff. The catch occurred in NAIDOC week.  
The 115 fish included mullet (70), luderick (35), whiting (7), flathead (2) and tailor (1). The 
fish were distributed by the participants within community. These records become catch 
data for inclusion in community knowledge and fisheries management.  
 
 
Overall Outcomes: 
1.  BB(H) ACFLMP has been activated, as off 10.00am Friday 17th June 2022. 

2. Stronger working relationship between Birpai and Bunyah LALCS has developed as a 

direct result of being involved in the BB(H) ACFLMP process. 

3. High level of community involvement in workshops and community surveys. 

4. High trust level of community towards DPI Fisheries because of their ongoing support and 

encouragement, sometimes above what was expected. 

5. The Steering Committee functioned effectively to support the development of the BB(H) 

ACFLMP including during COVID restrictions when face-to-face-community meetings were 

not possible. Members committed to extra tele-meetings to keep the plan progressing. 

6. NSWALC and AFAC were involved in the development of the BB(H) ACFLMP. Participation 

by these parties was encouraged. COVID restrictions made meeting more difficult for these 

representatives. 



7. High level of community ownership and excitement towards being able to use the BB(H) 

ACFLMP for cultural fishing and teaching. 

8. Ability to use cultural fishing methods legally that had previously been illegal.  

9. Cultural and teaching events are now easier to sustain because of the BB(H) ACFLMP. 

10. All Aboriginal people living in the defined cultural zoning can elect to be a cultural fisher 

within the BB(H) ACFLMP and be legally protected within this plan. 

11. The new BB(H) ACFLMP Steering Committee is not held legally responsible for Aboriginal 

individuals who fish illegally.  

12. Pipies can now be collected within the BB(H) ACFLMP. 

13.  (Barefeet) has played a huge part of this project. Her role outside DPI, made 

it easier for the Aboriginal community participate in this process. 

14.  (NSW DPI-Fisheries) has played a huge role in building a strong and 

trusting relationship between the Aboriginal community and NSW DPI.    

 




