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(37.4% of primary carers) also live with a reported disability themselves; higher than the incidence of 

disability reported in the broader population.2 

For many people with disability, the care provided by family members and friends plays a critical role in 

supporting their individual wellbeing, community engagement and self-determination. In addition to 

providing direct personal care and other practical and emotional support, carers are often active in 

supporting people with disability to navigate, access and coordinate mainstream and specialised 

services. This includes services aimed at promoting inclusion, as well as supporting participation in the 

community and in education and employment.3   

In addition to highlighting the role carers play in supporting the democratic rights of the person they 

care for, Carers NSW wishes to emphasise the importance of ensuring that carers’ rights are 

appropriately considered and upheld. Under the NSW Carers (Recognition) Act 2010 and associated 

NSW Carers Charter state-based agencies and organisations are obligated to ensure carers are 

recognised and supported in their own right and that they receive adequate assistance unique to their 

individual needs. In the context of current electoral conduct in NSW, particularly with respect to 

initiatives such as iVote, Carers NSW believes that eligibility should be broadened to explicitly include 

family and friend carers, especially as they are likely to be participating in elections alongside or at the 

same time as the person they care for. Carers NSW also believes that accessible voting options like 

iVote should be implemented more consistently to ensure people with disability, their families and carers 

can confidently expect all available voting options across all state and local elections, 

Thank you for accepting our submission. For further information, please contact , 

Policy Officer at  or on   
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Elena Katrakis 
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2 Ibid. 
3 Carers NSW (2020) Carers NSW 2020 National Carer Survey – unpublished data. 




