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Good afternoon , 
 

 
 
As discussed I would like to provide some supplementary documentation for the committee: 
ABC News item re compensation in Victoria, for auto-immune conditions linked to silica; and, 
Items 1 - 3 Spanish newspaper articles concerning silicosis in engineered stone workers, c. 2010.  
 
Thank you,  
 
Kind regards 
Martin Jennings 
Consultant Occupational Hygienist 

 
 

































They now plan to sue Ms Adams's former employer for negligence.

What is being done to protect workers?
Awareness of the dangers of exposure to silica dust from engineered stone have increased dramatically

over the past decade.

In 2019 WorkSafe Victoria banned the dry cutting of engineered stone, in a bid to protect workers from

developing silicosis.

When engineered stone products are cut, a very fine dust containing up to 95 per cent crystalline silica

is released into the air.

"Exposure can result in silicosis, chronic bronchitis, emphysema, lung cancer, kidney damage and

scleroderma," a WorkSafe spokesperson said.

Last month, the Victorian government said more than 1,000 workers from the stonemason industry had

registered for a free health check up, as part of their action plan to protect workers from silica dust.

Workplace Safety minister Ingrid Stitt urged all past and present stonemasons to come forward.

"Our free health assessments mean those diagnosed with this deadly disease get the treatment they

need as soon as possible," she said.

 from the cutting of kitchen benchtops is giving workers silicosis. (ABC News)




