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Submission

| have been a member of the National Trust (New South Wales) for some 50 years, and wish to
support the Trust’s measures to protect the environment,
in particular through maintaining the strength of the Heritage Act.

Of special interest to me is the protection of the environment, the areas of land and water that the
Trust is concerned with. Three issues | could name are:

i) Koala habitat

ii) under-water mining, and

iii) coal mining.

The National Trust has issued policy documents on each of these issues.

My submission is that the Review of the Heritage Act should support and strengthen the protection
measures carried out by the Trust, (particularly in the above areas of concern to me) and that these
are adhered to by the NSW Government and not permitted to be weakened by forthcoming state
government legislation. For example there is legislation in progress which ceases to protect some
koala habitat; | would like the Trust’s policy on issues such as this to be maintained and
strengthened in the Review of the Heritage Act.

Regards,
Barbara Brady

National Trust Member
Gold Member






Preamble

Current trends suggest koalas could be extinct in New South Wales withi

\ﬁ NATIONAL TRUST

THE NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (NSW)

Policy on Koala Conservation

e
n 30 years unless urgent effective action is taken. \tis
bout 10 million koalas. By the early 1900s millions of koala

estimated that at the time of British colonisation of Australia there were al
ralia to Europe and North America. Before native vegetation

pelts (8 million by estimate) had been exported from eastern Aust
clearing codes were introduced in March, 2018 the Office of Enviro!
than 1 per cent of identified koala habitat in New So
introduction of the codes, landholders have given no
further 288,000 hectares of clearing for agriculture. This includes thousan

nment and Heritage (OEH) warned the NSW Government that \ess
uth Wales was protected from clearing under the proposed codes. Since the

tice of 51,000 hectares of clearing and Local Land Services have approved a

ds of hectares of koala habitat. The Office of Environment

ala habitat (koala hubs) across New South Wales, however at the

and Heritage has identified more than 100,000 hectares of core ko
present time only 16 percent of this land is protected as part of the National Parks estate.’

In a document provided under the Government In
Heritage responding to the draft Integrated Forestry
retention rates in the coastal IFOA is not clear an
While koalas will use small trees, resea

minimum tree retention size of 20 centim

The koala (Phascolarctos cinereus) has become extinctin 21 of th

to vegeta
State now estimated to be in the range from

Policy
g

formation (Public Access) Act [GIPAA] request, the Office of Environment and
Operations Approvals [IFOA] stated “The scientific basis for proposed tree
d rates are less than half of those originally proposed by the expert formal panel.
rch has shown that they selectively prefer larger trees. \n our experience the proposed

etres (diameter) will be inadequate to support koala populations.”

e 47 Federal electorates in the State of New South Wales and, d

n 50% in another 13 electorates with the total koala population in

tion clearance, its remaining suitable habitat is less tha
dividuals (including the Australian Capital Territory). 2

11,555 to 16,130 in

ent action be taken to prevent koala habitat loss and fragmentation from agriculture,

The National Trust urges that urg

forestry, industry and urban development through

i, immediate prohibition of the clearing of koala habitat, including legislative prohibitions on the destruction and degr
x:oi:noumznszgwmzaun%ﬂgsi

of mature forest and woodlands, and regrowth vegetation,
ji. completion

of Koala Plans of Management and comprehensive and precise koala habitat modeliing state-wide,

e teret luminlatinn $n innlnda 2 hroader definition of koala
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