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   “SSHEG NSW Cultural & Historic Heritage Act Review” 

      “Patricks Plains Holistic Ancestral Heritage Significance” 
 

 This SSHEG Heritage Act 1977 Submission represent 20 Years of direct 

Community Experience in reporting and prosecuting the case for the Permanent 

Protection in Perpetuity and “Display” of the Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict, 

Immigrant and Industrial Cultural Heritage Significance of the Hunter Valley 

Region of NSW. 

Further since 2010, for 10 Years, SSHEG Submission detailing of the 

practical implementation of the various NSW Acts relates to the Identification, 

Classification and Protection of our Cultural Heritage to NSW Ministers, Office of 

Environment & Heritage, Singleton Councils, RIO Community Heritage Advisory 

Committee etc: more recently, NSW Compliance & Audit Authorities specific 

detailing of the Heritage Act Failures, Heritage Council Failures to Identify, Protect 

& Conserve, and Heritage Legal Protection Failures and BMPA L&E & Supreme 

Court Rulings Impacts.  

SSHEG 20 Year Community Cultural Heritage Audit which makes up the 

body of this Submission are included along with our List of Attachment and 

References that illustrate the Failures: even when NSW Heritage Approval 

Conditions of Consent are enacted; the current NSW System of Acts, Fail! 

 

ingleton hire ealthy nvironment roup 

        “Review of NSW Heritage Act 1977” 
 

 

 

    

A community-based group looking to address Environmental  

 issues affecting Singleton Shire residents 

             Author: Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD 

 We seek identification as to what is making our Children and 

our Community Sick so they can be mitigated by OH&S Compliance 

Orders. 

  SSHEG Focus on Health 
                      SSHEG is Not Anti Mining or Anti Power Stations 

 

 
10 Year SSHEG Review Findings: - 2020 
➢ Computer Alarm Controls for Individual Mines 

  “Air Pollution Minimisation & Air Pollution Dispersion”. 

➢ Residents “Sense of Place” Cultural Heritage Impacts. 

mailto:ssheg@hotmail.com
mailto:Heritage.Policy2@environment.nsw.gov.au
mailto:Heritage.Policy2@environment.nsw.gov.au
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SSHEG rewording of Discussion Paper text to reflect our Holistic View 
 

“The NSW community today looks vastly different to that of the 1970s, when the 

Heritage Act was first introduced. Greatly increased cultural diversity from Post War 

Immigration Multiculturalism and a renewed focus on Aboriginal culture and heritage since 

1967 Referendum, 1988 Bicentenary, the 2000 Sydney Olympics, Bicentenary of Howe 

Explorers Saint Patricks Plains Significance, mean that many of the items protected by the 

State Heritage Registrar may no longer fully reflect the many different narratives and 

Community values that underpin our communities of today and tomorrow. Many places 

and sites of Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict, Immigrant and Industrial cultural heritage are iconic 

and significant, and they should be acknowledged for their special place in our collective 

History and Heritage.  

We also have a more complex understanding of Heritage. Heritage is increasingly 

being recognised for more than just its historical relevance, with the many social, 

economic, environmental, health and wellbeing aspects of heritage increasingly coming into 

focus.”  

SSHEG Considers this understanding of Heritage belongs to the “National Estate”.  

SSHEG formation in 2008 by Dr Au and the Singleton Community highlights the Failure 

by successive Singleton Councils since the 1970’s to recognise and respond to the Community 

Health (Disease) Concerns; with SSHEG firstly focused upon the Hunter Valley Air Quality 

Community Health Impacts; and by 2010 the Community Health Cultural Heritage Impacts of 

Open Cut Mining on up to Six Generations Pioneer Descendants in Villages such as Liddell, 

Vere, Guildsville, Mount Thorley, Camberwell, Ravensworth, Warkworth, and Maison Dieu.  

More recently the Villages of Broke, Fordwich, Milbrodale, Bulga, Warkworth, Jerrys 

Plains constitute and remain the Grasslands Adjunct to the Greater Blue Mountains National 

Parks; now Community identified and detailed as National and State Heritage Significant 

Conservation Areas “Patricks Plains Ancestral Heritage” and “Cockfighters Valley Precinct”.  
 

The Landscape Progression Heritage that emanated from Droughts in Patricks Plains is seen in 

the context of the 200 years Legacy of the National Heritage Estate left for future Generations Benefit. 
 

 



 SSHEG Community Cultural Heritage Sense of Place Health Initiative in 2021  

Facebook: Ssheg View    Without Prejudice     Email:ssheg@hotmail.com     NSW Heritage Act 1977 Review 26/6/2021  Page  3 

200 Years Lineage of Singleton Villages and Localities Descendent Families! 
 

The shift towards Modern Urban Lifestyle since 1970’s also accompanied 

an exodus from many Rural Localities and Villages as Family Dynasties aged. It 

is in this context that Concurrency of Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict and 

Emigrant Cultural Heritage associated at Patricks Plains is in conflict with 

Mining while concerned Communities look towards Government Heritage 

Authorities for Guidance. 
 

The characteristics of the Two Distinct Social Eras in Singleton Shire are: 
-  

•   Patricks Plains Era 1820 -1975 with Descendent Lineage to 

Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict and Immigrant Cultural Heritage Land 

and Locality connectivity,  
 

•   Singleton Township Urban Era 1866 to Present and more related to an   

early affluent and later miner period as Singleton Council, with its 

Modern Town Centric focus. 
 

SSHEG sees Colonial Transportation Eras hand in hand with the Heritage 

Significance Cultural Landscape Progression that continues today 200 Years 

later in Landscape Progression Regions that the1933 Railways and ARTC Inland 

Rail Today attest to; many now converting Railway Easements and Travelling 

Stock Routes to todays Road Corridors continuing the Heritage Significance 

mostly established by Pioneer Squatters and Settlers in the 1860’s throughout 

these NSW Western Plains.  
 

Colonial Landscape Progression, Communication and Transportation we 

relate to beginning in the 1700’s as Coastal Ships; 1788 Port Jackson, Coal 

River, Ports, 1812 Morpeth; Boats; Harbours; Tracks; Commissioner Biggs 

1823; “Limits of Location” 1826: Convict Roads- West to Bathurst 1815, South 

to Bungonia 1824, North to Cockfighter Creek Crossing 1826-36; Howe Track 

after 1820; Pandora’s Pass of Liverpool Range 1823; Port Essington Sept 1824; 

Travelling Stock Routes & Stock Reserves 1821; Henry Dangar Liverpool 

Range 1824; Wallis Plains Morpeth Port 1824; 1829 “Nineteen Counties Roads 

& Towns”; Morpeth Steamer Sophie Jane 1831; Colonial Landscape Progression 

Mitchell North West Plains 1831; Port Essington 1845 Ludwig Leichhardt North 

Track 1844; Port Essington abandoned 1849; Crown Land Act 1861; 1858-77 

Patricks Plains Railways; Liverpool Plains Railways 1877; Werris Creek 

Railway 1879. 
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In 2010 Our younger generations trained eye sees things differently, they 

wanted to see such as the Warkworth Land areas connected to the Adjoining 

National Park, stating “that by the time the Nation got around to creating the 

National Parks only the Forest and inferior land was left”. They would like to see 

a better balance thus supporting the concept of the retention of the Saddleback 

Ridges for example and of course their surviving Flora and Fauna; and for 

underground mining only to occur. They also contend that destruction of the land 

will result in the loss of most of the resident birds and Mammals since literally 

their home and Foodbowl has been removed and their encroaching “neighbours” 

will often prevent them re-establishing elsewhere. 
 

Three Court Rulings, Aboriginal and SSHEG Grinding Grooves Detailing in 

2015 was unsuccessful to prevent the destruction NDA1 Bulga Bora Watershed 

creek and Saddle Ridge Aboriginal Habitation areas, whereas in the light of 2020 

RIO Juukan Cave “Destruction”; and the post approval 2016 release of Australian 

Museum NDA1 Significance Report: Reconstruction in some form is warranted!? 

Current System has failed to protect Cultural Heritage especially in Hunter Valley 
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Exhaust Archival 200 Yr & Modern Heritage Technology Studies first!  Our Rio Juukan!? 
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By 1981 the National Trust Interim List in the Hunter Region was 

published, and the NSW Heritage enacted the Wambo Permanent Conservation 

Order on 3rd September 1982. In 1982 The NSW Department of Environment and 

Planning, Heritage Council of NSW released the Sheedy Hunter Region Heritage 

Study, entitled “Nineteenth Century Buildings”. 

According to Sheedy, at the time of his report, the Hunter Region possessed 

probably the richest and most diverse collection of 19th century buildings to be 

found in any comparable area of Australia and that with relatively few exceptions, 

the vast number of buildings erected after 1830 have survived 

It is known that in the Hunter Valley, The Wambo Homestead Complex 

was made subject to a Permanent Conservation Order No 200 in 1982 while 

under the ownership of Joan Margaret Plesick. Gazetted 3rd Sept 1982,116, Page 

4087. 

At the time in 2010, the application made to the NSW Heritage Branch 

triggered intense debate throughout both the NSW heritage industry and the Hunter 

Region community. Many issues were raised and discussed in the public forum. As 

a result, the Heritage Council initiated a sub-committee to consider the State 

heritage listed Wambo Homestead and its future management. In essence this 

Heritage Act, etc has failed as illustrated below. 
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It is known that in the Hunter Valley, The Wambo Homestead Complex was made 

subject to a Permanent Conservation Order No 200 in 1982 while under the ownership 

of Joan Margaret Plesick. Gazetted 3rd Sept 1982,116, Page 4087.  More Failures - Refer 

below  Heritage Act 1977 Minimum Standards ignored by all!? 

Current NSW System has Failed to protect Cultural Heritage in Hunter Valley 
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Summary Outline of SSHEG 10 Year Community Health Cultural Heritage 

Issues that are supported in various Attachments and References and Extracts  

 

 
 

 

  

Land Compliance Zoning 

Holistic Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict, Immigrant & Industrial Tourism 

Cultural, Natural & Historic Heritagecare Groups (vs Landcare) 

 Bulga Tourism Hub Community Initiative, NSW Government Active Guidance 

Land Zoning & Heritage in Perpetuity 

Heritagecare  

Land Zoning & Heritage in Perpetuity 

Land Zoning & Heritage in Perpetuity now after 200 years 

“Heritage Estate” Archival & Type ‘Social interface Nuances’ 200 Yrs 

Current System has failed to protect Cultural Heritage in Hunter Valley 

Exhaust Archival 200 Yr & Modern Heritage Technology Studies first! Juukan? 

Modern Heritage Technology Acts 

One Day a Year all “Cultural Heritage Estate” Entities Open Free Inspection 
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State Significant “Cockfighter Valley Precinct” – 

Creeks, Brook & Hunter River Grasslands adjoining the 

UNESCO Greater Blue Mountains National Parks 
 

The basis of the Greater Blue Mountains Area as a World Heritage site 

listing in 2000 related to biological diversity, landscape heritage values and 

Aboriginal heritage values, rather than historic heritage values.  

 Within this Conservation Area 1820-1920; “Cockfighters Valley Precinct” 

encompasses todays Villages – Broke, Fordwich, Bulga-Milbrodale, Warkworth & 

Jerrys Plains; and since the 1975- Present Period the “5 Mine Region” now 

coexists across this Landscape West of Hunter River, east of the Bulga-Wambo 

Mountains Escapement.  

 Adjoining upstream on the Hunter River is the Muswellbrook- Jerrys Plains 

Landscape Conservation Area which includes the Widden Valley that has been 

foreshadowed now in the “Howe Equine Hunter River Precinct”. (Att 13) 

The concurrency of Aboriginal, Pioneer Colonials, Convicts and Immigrant 

Cultural Heritage in the period 1820 to 1860 however provides the State 

Significance Conservation Area Status that previous Historians and Heritage 

Councils recognised. Not forgetting the subsequent “Farmer Families” who further 

cherished these lands Cultural Heritage Significance through to present Day. 

The opening up of Patricks Plains Land for purchase with enslaved Convict 

labour entitlements by Free Settlers followed, established by 1828 the Hunter 

Valley Foodbowl reputation for the colony, thus cementing in Colonial History 

“Bulga as the Gateway to the Hunter Valley”, and Saint Patricks Plains as the 

“Birthplace of the Hunter Valley”. 

“The 1828 census showed 191 landholders lived in the Hunter Valley. Of 

those 91 landholders about half the number held large farms of more than 1000 

acres, covering about 91% of the total area of the 191 holdings. All but eight were 

owned by immigrant settlers, of whom two thirds had arrived in the colony since 

1821. Of the eight, six were held by men born in NSW and only two by 

emancipists (exconvicts)24” 

The boundaries of earlier farms and their associated buildings, which 

included huts, barns, sheds, dams and a saw pit, are also demarcated on early 

subdivision plans. 

Patricks Plains Shire 1820’s – 1975 Cultural Heritage in modern times is 

envisaged to include GIS Mapping and Era Aerial Photograph 25 Year 

progressions that Illustrate the Landscape Usage Legacy of Land Property Titles 

and shifts that influence Society Changes. 
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Synopsis – “Cockfighters Valley Precinct” 

 “Bulga - Sense of Place” is captured by Bulga Milbrodale Progress 

Association Inc in 2013 in their publication “A History of Bulga, Gateway to the 

Hunter Valley since 1820” which in its introduction established the Bulga 

Community Connectivity to these Lands. 

  “This publication has been made possible through the foresight of our 

early pioneers in recording history of the Bulga district together with stories 

handed down from generation to generation and the survival of letters and old 

photographs, and is complemented with information sourced from official archival 

records”. 

Earlier in 2004 Bulga Historian Stewart Mitchell completed a History of 

“The Clarks of Bulga – 150 years on Cockfighter’s Creek” explaining as follows:-  

“My great-great-great grandfather was the first white setter at Bulga, taking 

up a land grant in 1825. After almost 200 years of ancestral residency in Bulga I 

feel obliged to attempt to protect this area from unnecessary destruction. 

My great-great-grandfather witnessed the last great Bora at Bulga in 1852 

and My Father accompanied Etheridge & McCarthy of Australian Museum in 

1918 when they Photographer and Recorded the Bora Carved Trees and collected 

Aboriginal Artefacts from the surrounding area. 
 

    

 

 

 Bulga Pioneer Settlers 1890 – Standing- Ann Holmes, Peter McAlpin, William G McAlpin & William Partridge 

   Sitting- Thomas & Mary Hayes, Thomas & Elizabeth Eather, Elizabeth Partridge, James & Sarah Coe. Front- Mrs Eliza Clark 
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“National Heritage List Nomination February 2021” 

  “Patricks Plains Holistic Ancestral Heritage Significance” 
 

Various levels of Community Engagement in the Upper Hunter Valley 

emanating from the National 1988 Bicentenary Celebrations and the Sydney 2000 

Olympics, awoke our Community fervour regarding our cherished Ancestral 

Cultural Heritage of the Area - the Patricks Plains Shire of 1820-1975. 

Local Communities Initiatives since 2002 consider the Grasslands and 

Alluvial Lands, Rivers, Brook and Creeks adjoining the Northern Escapements of 

the “Greater Blue Mountains National Parks” are “A place of outstanding Heritage 

Value to the Nation and if lost would significantly impoverish Australia’s National 

Heritage”. 

Nominated Here as the “Patricks Plains National Heritage Area” - 

encompassing our 2016 Community Initiative “State Significant Landscape 

Conservation Area- Cockfighters Valley Precinct” adjoining the 1985 NSW 

National Estate “Muswellbrook – Jerrys Plains Landscape Conservation Area”. 

This “Patricks Plains National Heritage Area” Nominated Region 

encompasses the Holistic concurrency of Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict and 

Immigrant Ancestral Cultural and Natural Heritage along with its “National 

Cultural Landscape Heritage” Significance recorded since 1770. 
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 “Baiame GBMNP Significance connectivity Illustrated”. 
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The National Heritage Significances of “Cockfighters Valley Precinct” are 

Community Recognised as providing a key “Colonial-Convict-Immigrant 

Development Role of the “Territory of New South Wales”; here as the “Cockfighter 

Creek Community Enclave Settlement emerged with its Ancestral Pioneer 

Heritage”; and its Pivotal “Precinct” Role as the “Nucleus of Cultural Landscape 

Heritage Progression from 1820’s to North and North West”: Holistically, since 

1980, the “Precinct’s” National Heritage Significances are reinforced as Coal 

Mining Cultural Heritage Research exposes the otherwise “Hidden Heritage 

Treasures” that are now recognised as Community Social Perceptions towards 

Heritage and Culture across the “Patricks Plains Shire Region” that has matured.  
 

 
 GBMNP’s Adjunct Hunter River, Brook & Escapement Creeks Grasslands 

 

This Community Heritage Initiative highlights the range of International, 

National, State and Local Cultural and Natural Landscape Heritage Features that 

reinforce and builds upon the “National Estate” across the Regions National 

Natural, Cultural and Landscape Heritage of the 1770’s “Baiame Valley Aboriginal 

Region”; here being the designated “Cockfighters Valley Precinct”- the Grasslands 

adjunct of GBMNP’s of the “Patricks Plains Shire 1820 – 1975” in the Upper 

Hunter Valley of NSW. 

The Cultural, Natural & Landscape Heritage of the Hunter River & Creek 

Grasslands along their Mountain Escapement over 200 years of “Colonial 

Archival Recordings” when rightly integrated as the “Blue Mountains” Region 

provides further National Heritage reinforcement that otherwise Individual 

Heritage recognition does not. Illustrated 

 

GBM NP’s 
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National Heritage Recognition of Cockfighters Valley Precinct 

 

✓ 2010 Cockfighters Valley Precinct Study Area 
 

 
“Cockfighters Valley Precinct” 
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National Heritage Recognition of Cockfighters Valley Precinct 

 

✓ 1985 Muswellbrook-Jerrys Plains Landscape Conservation Area 

     
 

GBMNP’s 
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National Heritage Recognition of Cockfighters Valley Precinct 

 

✓ 2016 GBMNP’s Rock Art, Eagle Reach, Baiame Cave Connectivity 
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Fires in the Greater Blue Mountains National Parks in 2020 provides NSW NPWS the 

opportunity to detail the Biamanga, Burrel Bulai, Devils Chimney, Mount Yengo, 

Saltwater, Sugarloaf (Gwydir) and Waratah Trig Aboriginal places. 

Most importantly, there are numerous depictions of the key Ancestral Beings of the 

region: Baiame, Daramulan (Baiame’s son), and Eagle-Hawk, as well as what may be 

Daramulan’s wife, other emu-women, and an evil being known as Club Foot Man.   
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National Heritage Recognition of Cockfighters Valley Precinct 
 

✓ 1970 Howe Explorers National Heritage Significance 150 Years 

 

 
 

A Tower in St Patrick`s Catholic Church Singleton commemorates the 

Centenary of the discovery of Patricks Plains in 1820. The Foundation Stone for the 

Tower was laid on the 21st March 1920 by the Bishop of Maitland. 

The name Saint Patrick’s Plains was bestowed upon the area after John Howe, the 

leader of the party first reached it in 1819 and 1820. Howe’s first expedition crossed the 

“Blue Mountains” to the North from Windsor and arrived at the river (Hunter) near the 

present-day Jerry’s Plains Nov 1819; and on a second Expedition descending the 

escapement near the Baiame Cave and Bulga Creek and arrived at the Hunter River 

downstream at Whittingham on 15th March 1820. 
  



 SSHEG Community Cultural Heritage Sense of Place Health Initiative in 2021  

Facebook: Ssheg View    Without Prejudice     Email:ssheg@hotmail.com     NSW Heritage Act 1977 Review 26/6/2021  Page  24 

Community Heritage Recognition of Cockfighters Valley Precinct 
 

✓ 1820 – 1975 Six Generations of Cockfighter Creek Cultural Heritage 

 
✓  
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Community Heritage Recognitions of Cockfighters Valley Precinct 
 

✓ 1820 - 2020 Patricks Plains Heritage Composites 
 

 
 

 
 

 Reference A   Extracts - Bulga Culture Centre June 2016 
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Ancestral Cultural Heritage Recognition 
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 Refer Reference B for NTH# 8 detailing of Visualisation Modules  
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Exhaust Archival 200 Yr & Modern Heritage Technology Studies first!   
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SSHEG National Heritage Nomination Cockfighters Valley Precinct 
 

✓ 1980 Five Coal Mines Cultural & Landscape Heritage Significance 

   
   May 2019 

 
  

GBMNP’s 

May 2019 Argus 
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5 Mines Historic Heritage Significance 1980 - 2020 
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     Mining Cultural Heritage and Social Impact by 2018 

 

 
  

May 2018 
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Local Communities Initiatives since 2002 considers the 

Grasslands and Alluvial Lands, Rivers, Brook and Creeks adjoining 

the Northern Escapements of the “Greater Blue Mountains National 

Parks” are “A place of outstanding Heritage Value to the Nation and if 

lost would significantly impoverish Australia’s National Heritage”. 

 

GBMNP’s Adjoining Grasslands & Settlements 
 

The Grasslands of Cockfighter Creek Settlement emerged following John 

Howe, the leader of the party that first reached them in 1819 and again in 1820. 

Howe’s first expedition crossed the “Blue Mountains” to the North from Windsor 

and via Doyles Creek arrived at “The River” (Hunter) near the present-day Jerry’s 

Plains Nov 1819; then with Aboriginal guidance of the easier Track led a second 

Expedition descending the Mountains Escapement near the Baiame Cave at Bulga 

Creek to the Valley Grasslands reaching the Hunter River downstream at 

Whittingham on 15th March 1820.   

i. Howe’s Aboriginal Myles Guide spoke of the land as 'Coomery Roy', 

the land of the Kamilaroi people calling it 'Pullmyheri' or 

'Pullumunbra'. Nov 1819 Looking North h 

ii. In 1820 the expedition returned and followed the Hunter River downstream to 
Maitland. John Howe was accompanied by an Aboriginal guide named Myles who 
explained that the land was known as 'Coomery Roy', the land of the Kamilaroi people 
who called it 'Pullmyheri' or 'Pullumunbra'. 

 

iii. Howe the Explorer described these Grasslands and River Lands as 

“It is the finest sheep land I have seen since I left England” 

And in 1820 following the Hunter River East Howe reported 

“We came through as fine a country as imagination can form and on 

both sides of the River for upwards to 40 miles (I will say) will at least 

average two miles wide of fine land fit for cultivation and equally so 

for grazing” 
 

iv. Henry Dangar Surveyor Field Note 221 Section 26 of the Township of 

Lemington, near Warkworth, surveyed 9th Sept 1824 – “Tolerable … 

second class forest land, stiff soil, thinly timbered, small Box and Iron 

Bark” ; on the left bank of Wollombi Brook, not far above its junction 

with the Hunter, Dangar noted “Light alluvial soil close to the Brook, 

and, towards the south east, poor Tee Tree flat forest, … good 

undulating second class forest land, stiff loan soil, light based Iron 

Bark Timber” (Field Note 200). 
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      Cockfighter Creek Orchards & Settlements 1950’s 
 (Bill Greenhalgh 2016) 
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       “Howe Equine Hunter River Precinct” Grasslands 2020 
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Bulga Historian Family Ancestral Cultural Heritage Stewardship  
 

 Six Generations across Families, “Onus, Eather, McAlpin, Clarke, and 

Mitchell’s” trace the direct Ancestral Lineage to Joseph Onus, a Convict arrival, who 

by noble deeds, obtained the first Land Grant in the “Shadow of Bulga Mountain” in 

1825. The Cockfighter Creek Family Centric Social Enclave that developed over the 

next 150 Years was mostly driven and influenced by the Howe Track to Windsor that 

was the lifeblood through these Bulga Lands.  

The now Heritage Listed Bulga Public School 1867 no doubt has been 

instrumental in fostering the third Generation Mitchell- Stewart Mitchell being also 

40 years a member of Singleton Historical Society and associated Museum. Perhaps 

learning the Heritage interests and skills of his father Les Mitchell; his Heritage 

Valley Stewardship also extends to living on the McDonald Clarke “Green Flat” 1869 

property; Home to successive Generations of Mitchell’s to today. 

Joseph Onus as the “GrGrGrGrfather” of Bulga Historian Stewart Mitchell, 

Siblings and Descendants, all have direct Ancestral Lineage to the Onus Grant Land 

and many have contributed to various degrees to preserving the Family centric 

Regional Heritage and Social Interactions, as Cultural Heritage from 1820’s through 

to today, 2020. 

Joseph Onus 1000 acres 1825 Land Grant 225 was selected with the 

Wollombi Brook flowing through the Onus Land Grant as well as the then Aboriginal 

“Doolerwing” and “By-Yong” Water Features. 

Drought, Floods and Blue Mountain Fires are interwoven throughout the 

200 Years of the Bulga Environs Story, no more so than the Droughts of the 1822-3 

and 1828-9 which saw Pioneer Settlers searching ever North Westward for Rivers and 

Creek Grasslands for their Cattle. The events of the prolonged Drought 1847 to 1851 

well reported in Family Legacies, especially the then Colonial Significance of the 

Aboriginal “Doolerwing” Waterhole that sustained, from near and far, both the 

Settlers and “Baiame Aboriginals”; perhaps a measure of the Cohabitation Respect 

that endured across this “Cockfighter Creek Valley” since 1819. Cattle were sent into 

the “Blue Mountains to fend for themselves”- only the one Waterhole remained. 

(Bulga 99 Years Grazing Leases of the “Blue Mountains” are known!) 

However, like all Australian Droughts, more than adequate Rain must have 

regenerated these Lands and their Flora and Fauna for the Bulga Bora Ceremonies to 

occur in 1852. Perhaps after three years of Drought 1847 to 1851 “The Last Great 

Bora” Gatherings and Ceremonies of 1852 as it was reported perhaps was more 

significant as a “Aboriginal Departing Gesture from the Hunter Valley”, particularly 

as “Squatting” by then extended inland North West into the Gwydir and Namoi River 

Grasslands and beyond. “Baiame Valley” as “Cockfighter Creek Settlement”. 
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“Onus Ancestral Heritage Lineage” appears as a strong connection to the 

Pioneer Settlers resolve to provide Private Teachers to education their growing 

number of the children in the Community; Church & Cemetery 1856, 1893  & School 

of Arts 1893 - Community Hall . By 1867 the now Heritage Listed Bulga Public 

School Education with its Community focus, not surprisingly saw Family and District 

History and Heritage, as the “Memoirs of Elizabeth Collins nee Clarke” written for 

her Great Nieces and Nephews in 1914.  This Historic & Cultural Heritage Family 

Memoirs seems to have sparked in their Parents the Bulga Community interest in the 

Preservation and Conservation of the Bulga Bora Carved Tree Sites. Strikingly, 

Elizabeth Clarke was born in the Year 1852, and no doubt the now Heritage 

Significance of these events in her life, as it remains today for their “Baiame 

Aboriginal” and Cockfighter Creek” Ancestral Descendants. 

Ancestral and Archival Records indicate that “Baiame Valley” Aboriginals 

Traditional Valley Lands were mostly avoided by Valley Pioneer Settlers, while 

Aboriginals Gatherings were known at Hayes Inlet Creek and South Wambo Creek and 

their Cave areas of the “Blue Mountains”. Directly East from these Creek Inlets was 

their distant Saddle Ridge Lands and directly Infront, and across the Wollombi Brook, 

are the Bulga Bora Ceremonial Areas and Bora Carved Trees Site in close proximity to 

TSR and Stock Reserves; the same area that RH Mathews Survey later detailed; 

connecting him to the “then Forgotten Baiame Cave” around 1891. 

RH Mathews Baiame Cave Paper was awarded the Royal Society’s Bronze 

Essay Prize for 1894. Significant here is the Oral record reported by our Pioneer 

Settler Mr W.G. McAlpin, 84 at the time, advising Mathews that when he first came 

to the Bulga District in 1842 that at that time the Drawings were beyond the 

knowledge of the local blacks, and that the figures on the rock are now in about the 

same state of preservation when he first saw them upwards of fifty years ago, having 

suffered very little in that time.   

Alexander .N. Eather born1881 at age 40 details many aspects of the “The 

History of Bulga 1820-1921” in his Manuscript of 1921.  

 

By 1960’s Les Mitchell Heritage Collection of a Pair of Convict Leg Irons 

and Signed Original Convict Pardon was on Loan to Singleton Historical Museum for 

Exhibition and remain on loan by the Onus Mitchell Family today. 

 

By 1980 onwards the “Cockfighter Ridge Five Mine Leases” have 

dominated the Landscape between and along the Hunter River and Wollombi Brook.   

The Era since the early 1980’s of Open Cut Coal Mining has stamped its 

own Significant and distinctive Mining Cultural Heritage across the Hunter Valley 

Region, along with the ongoing Social Opportunities Mining provides. 
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LEGACY Stewart Mitchell, Bulga Historian, Bulga lifetime Recordings 

40 Years Member of Singleton Historic Society 

 

 
References B Bulga Historian Ancestral Heritage Stewardship Pgs 42-55  
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Bulga Historian (SM) Archival Ancestral based Family Outlines 
 

Aboriginal Heritage 1770 – 1860+    People & Cultures 
 

➢ Howe’s Aboriginal Myles Guide spoke of the land as 'Coomery Roy', the land 

of the Kamilaroi people calling it 'Pullmyheri' or 'Pullumunbra'. Nov 1819 

➢ Threlkeld & RH Mathews - Kamilaroi land north of Jerrys Plains, (Whirle & 

Son Darkinung, at Howes Valley Aboriginals 1819) Cockfighter Creek 

“Baiame Valley” Lands Aboriginals, or Darkinyung – GE Ford 2012.  

➢ GBMNP’s Grasslands adjunct with Warkworth Aeolian Sands Land 

➢ Baiame Cave beside Howe Track on Bulga Creek Inlet Mar 1820+ 

➢ Baiame Cave presence neither acknowledged, revered or embraced 1820 + 

➢ “Baiame Valley Custodians” Traditional Habitat Lands Areas1788+ 

➢ Coastal Tidal Reach, Sea Level changes reflected in “Baiame Arise Legend” 

➢ Bulga Mountain; “Bulgar” Aboriginal Name for “Mountain” 

➢ “Doolerwing” Shared Waterhole Drought 1847-51; Legacy at Mt Leonard. 

➢ GBMNP’s Escapement Creeks, South Wambo Creek & Caves 

➢ Bora Creek-way from Saddle Ridge & Grinding Groove Areas 

➢ 1852 Bora Ceremonial & Carved Tree Site, Bora Camping Site 

➢ Bora related Locations beside TSR, Stock Reserve, Parish Corners 

➢ 1875 Baiame Cave and Bulga Creek Valley Alexander Bros Land 

➢ Bora Lands Survey 1892 RH Mathews of Singleton Questions? 

➢ Baiame Cave RH Mathews Survey, Royal Society Paper 1893 

➢ Baiame Valley Land by 1900+ Dodds- daughter Mrs Smith today. 

➢ Australian Museum Studies Bora, Caves & River Terraces 1895, 1913+ 

➢ 5 Mines Heritage Details 1980+ Environmental Impact Statements 
 

Colonial, Convict, Immigrant with Convict Bondservents 1821-1860 
 

➢ Aboriginal “Whirle to Howe”1819 Return track - a easier way to River Land 

➢ Howe Track entry “Gateway to Patricks Plains”- Hunter Valley Mar 1820 

➢ 1821 Land Grants, Singleton & Thorley Families via Howe Track. 

➢ Henry Dangar Patricks Plains Land Surveys, 1821-5, No Roads 

➢ 1825 Joseph Onus Grant on Wollombi Brook beside Bulgar Mountain 

➢ Cockfighter Creek Bulga Settlement & Bulga Track, Howe, Onus “Bulga”, 

Blaxland “Fordwich”, Rev Hill “Milbo Dale”, Parmenter “De Quirisville”, 

Hale “Wambo”, Doyle, Eather “Meera”, Hobden “Grand Lodge”, Bowman 

“Archerfield”, Robertson “Plashett”, Bowman “Ravensworth”, Cobbs Station 

“Minimbah”.( W.A. Wood 1972 Dawn in the Valley, Papers A6628iii Notes 

on Peter Clark, Bulga and Eather, Onus and McAlpin families;) 

➢ Thomas Mitchell Convict Great North Road 1826 – 1830; Port Essington! 
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➢ 99 Year Grazing Leases of Escapement Inlets, Creeks of GBMNP’s 

➢ Convict “Cockfighter Creek Crossing” 1836, 1859 low, 1860, 1877, 1925-6, 

1949, Flying Fox, 1955, Wollombi Brook Floods 

➢ Bulga Track two solid Wollombi Brook Government Road crossings avoiding 

Bulga Bora Carved Tree Site beside TSR & Stock Reserve on Parish Junction  

➢ Clarke Native Animal Specimens sent to British Museums  

➢ Dawn in the Valley “The Story of Settlement in the Hunter Valley” to 1833  

➢ Mitchell Surveyor General Grid; Bulgar Mountain & Watts Hill Trig Sites 

➢ Landscape Progression Droughts, Floods, Fires & Water Sources 

➢ Flora & Fauna Ludwig Leichhardt Patricks Plains 1844-5 

 

Cockfighter Creek Settlement Culture 1821-1920 
 

➢ Royal Society NSW Papers 1882+ RH Mathews Singleton Surveyor 

➢ Six Generations of Family & Oral Landscape & Cultural Heritage  

➢ 1900 Bulga Pioneer Families Three Generations Legacy & Photo 

➢ Clarke Native Animal Specimens sent to British Museums  

➢ Wollombi Brook Floods, 1857, 1913, 1949, 1955, 2007 

➢ SSHEG Ancestral Heritage Significance of Patricks Plains June 2016; CHAG 

➢ Clarke “Green Flat”& Mounted Police; Mitchell “Green Flat” 3 Generations  

➢ Pioneer Settler Social Interactions, Onus, Hale, Mc Alpin, Eather, Clarke etc. 

➢ Watts “Black Cock Inn”, Philip Thorley “Mount Thorley Inn”, Brown’s Inn, 

Minimbah Inn, Black Creek “Wyndam” Government Road 

➢ Hale “Wambo” – Durham; Alexander Bros 1875 “Mt Leonard” 1900 

➢ Landscape Progression, Squatting, “Limits of Location 1826”, “Nineteen 

Counties 1829”; Travel: Pathways; Ships, Tracks – Howe/Bulga Track 

1820+; Roads – Convict GNR, Government Stock Crossings 1823+; 

Railways- 1860-1933; Rail as Road Highways 1929 +. 

➢ Philip Thorley & Andrew Loder – Longreach Hall of Fame Legends 

➢ Cockfighter Creek Heritage Villages- Broke/Vere, Fordwich, Bulga, 

Warkworth (Cockfighter Creek Crossing of Convict GNR), Lemington, 

Jerrys Plains, (Denman, Baerami), Maison Dieu, Gouldsville, Mount Thorley. 

➢ Lone Pine Barracks; Army Infantry Museum, Cosivoes Asylum 1999.  

➢ Patricks Plains Holistic Natural & Cultural Heritage & Landscape Estate1975 

➢  Colonial Droughts, 1790, 1822-3, 1828-9, 1845-6,  

➢ Liverpool, Gwydir Plains, refer ARTC 2020 Squat 

➢ Estate Subdivisions, Dairies, World Wars, Depression, R  
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SSHEG Community Heritage Initiative detailing since 2010  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 Howe Explorers Bicentenary Displays 15 March 2020 
 

 

 

  

Howe 1820 
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 SSHEG Community Cultural Heritage Sense of Place Health Initiative in 2021  

Facebook: Ssheg View    Without Prejudice     Email:ssheg@hotmail.com     NSW Heritage Act 1977 Review 26/6/2021  Page  43 
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Extracts from SSHEG “Social Impact Assessment in NSW Dec 2016 
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“Heritage Estate” Archival & Type ‘Social interface Nuances’ & Refer H4 Extracts 
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Thus, SSHEG Heritage Act 1977 Submission represent 20 Years of direct 

Community Experience in reporting and prosecuting the case for the Permanent 

Protection in Perpetuity and “Display” of the Aboriginal, Colonial, Convict, 

Immigrant and Industrial Cultural Heritage Significance of the Hunter Valley 

Region of NSW. 

 
 

In anticipation of a Comprehensive Review,  

            and Enforcement Undertakings Recommendations. 

 

 

  Dr Neville Hodkinson PhD 
 

Singleton Shire Healthy Environment Group 
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