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RE:  Review of the Heritage Act 1977 – Submission to the Standing Committee on Social Issues 
 
 
To the Hon. Shayne Mallard and members of the Standing Committee on Social Issues, 
 

 I wish to make a submission regarding the NSW Legislative 
Council’s Social Issues Standing Committee inquiry into the NSW Heritage Act 1977. Per the terms of reference and the guiding 
themes which underpin the review I address my responses directly to the following focus questions outlined in the discussion 
paper. 
 
Focus Question 8:  How could tailored heritage protections enhance heritage conservation? 

Tailored heritage protections can assist with conservation and management of heritage assets by providing specific criteria on 
the valued or significant attributes of a landscape or place, which are separate from a building, structure or monument. In 
addition to this, it facilitates the development of tailored best practice guidance for the retention and management of these 
assets. Moreover, guidance can also be provided on how surrounding development can be shaped to celebrate and enhance 
these assets.  
 
Focus Question 17:  How could understanding of state heritage be enhanced? 

The communities understanding of heritage is challenged by its perceived complexity, subjectivity, development restrictions and 
emphasis on history rather than value. This is further hampered by the lack of engagement from younger demographics. There 
are instances however where broad sections of the community are engaged in heritage matters and show understanding and 
value for heritage assets. The preponderance and significance of ocean pools in NSW is one case study which sheds light on 
potential pathways for effective promotion and engagement of heritage. Ocean pools are a gateway for engaging the broader 
community in complex matters of the natural and built environment. This includes best practices for conservation and 
management of public heritage assets. Ocean pools are simple and familiar yet incredibly iconic and well loved by the 
community. They benefit from engagement across the spectrum of age groups due, in part, to a significant presence on based 
social media. They are one case study of the community understanding a collection of assets as significant and valued and which 
are consistently supported for public investment. The purpose of my submission is to suggest this collection of assets and others 
which are a similarly iconic serve as flagship projects through which Heritage NSW advocates for broader engagement. The 
projects may involve approaches such as the publication of conservation management guidance, round table discussions with 
relevant asset managers and authorities and activation/tourism initiatives as discussed below. 
 
 

 

 

 






