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The 1995 report of the committee related to the execution by the AFP of a search warrant on 

the Western Australian electorate office of a member.7 The committee concluded that the 

execution of the search warrant amounted to disruption of the electorate office and 

interference in the free performance by the member of his duties as a member. The 

committee considered that the importance of ensuring the proper operation of electorate 

offices would justify the negotiation of a formal understanding in respect of the execution of 

search warrants. 

The committee proposed that a procedure be developed such that a third party might be 
given custody of documents a member wished withheld, pending resolution of the member's 

claim. This would enable due recognition of the reasonable interests of members and their 

constituents, particularly in respect of sensitive or confidential information which was not 

related to the subject matter of the warrant.8

There are certain areas where search powers have evolved, or where ambiguities might 

currently exist, and further clarification of some aspects of the existing MOU and Guideline 

could therefore prove beneficial. Your Committee may be aware of the resolution passed by 

the Senate in December 2018 which, among other things, asks the Attorney-General to work 

with the Presiding Officers to develop a new protocol for the execution of search warrants 
and the use by executive agencies of other intrusive powers.9 I understand that work on the

renegotiation and redrafting of the MOU and the Guideline is in progress.10

I trust that this information will assist the Committee with its inquiry. 

Yours sincerely 

Claressa Surtees 
Clerk of the House of Representatives 

7 House of Representatives Committee of Privileges, Report concerning the execution of a search warrant on 

the electorate office of Mr EH Cameron MP, October 1995. 
8 House of Representatives Committee of Privileges, Report concerning the execution of a search warrant on 

the electorate office of Mr EH Cameron MP, October 1995, p. 10. 
9 Journals of the Senate, No. 137, 6 December 2018, item 14, p. 4485. 
10 Senate, Official Hansard, 3 September 2020, p. 4968. 
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