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Introduction 

 
While I welcome and thank Mr Borsak for speaking up in parliament and putting forward this inquiry 

into GWIC, which I strongly believe it to be well overdue. I also question the inquiries authenticity  to 

deliver a fair assessment of the regulator in question considering there a number of members on this 

committee that want the industry shut down permantly. 

How can a government commision take members from the AJP and Greens and expect to recieve a 

balanced and fair assessment when they have openly lobbied governments to shut down the 

industry? No matter what eviednce is provided they already have there minds made up, whatever 

they can do to make it harder for the industry to operate will be supported by them. Their opinions 

are and will be insignificant to this commisions findings, because it involves an industry they don’t 

agree with. 

Even though I believe the inquiry will have a very lopsided view with this committee I will attempt to 

provide my personal obsevervations since the industry was unfairly discriminated against due to the 

cruelty displayed by a minority of participants.  

Since live baiting the industry has been on a huge merry go round, firstly there was the inquiry 

(Mchugh report) where the majority of people interviewed had been caught doing the wrong thing 

and used the line ‘everyones doing it’ to justify their crimes. Then came the ban closely followed up 

by the re-instatement under massive over regulation, discrimination, prejudice and provincialism.  

Committees were formed to implement changes along with sub committees to confuse things more, 

information was sort from  so called professionals (university graduates, domestic pet veterinarians, 

animal welfare groups and RSPCA) suddenly the sport was over run with regulators on top of 

regulators all with little to no expierence with greyhounds and all costing massive amounts of 

money. The results of the changes to be implemented were that GRNSW remained to look after the 

administrive side and GWIC was formed to look after welfare and intergrity.    

All this activity has been and still is bleeding the sport dry, participants are leaving the sport due to 

the over regulation on pety things that are in no way detrimental to the well being of the greyhound 

which will inevitably lead to the sport to be branded with the “UNSUSTAINABLE” tag.  

While I am not a conspiracy theorist, it is hard to believe that this wasn’t always the plan to 

complicate the industry through a subversive regulator working under a totalitarian regime to 

ensure it dies a slow painful death through strangulation. 
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Welfare Ignored 

I reported the below to GWIC as I thought that this was a negligent action by a so called trainer that 

serverly impacted the welfare of the greyhound and was the purpose in which GWIC was set up for. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 I reported this incident to GWIC that afternoon. 

I have had 2 or 3 calls regarding this matter since reporting it but to my knowledge nothing has been 

done about it. I know that GWIC inspectors travelled to  to investigate speaking with people 

attached to the track, the vet hospital and I imagine  
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For the majority of  owners and trainers, greyhound care is straightforward, but the governing 

bodies have had a massive over reach of power by enforcing farcical  protocols, procedures and rules 

to both diminish participation cause division within the industry all in the name of welfare. 

 

 

The Lure  

The decision to ban the use of animal matter on the lure is the major contributor of the downfall of 

the industry in my opinion. The changes made surrounding the lure have only increased the number 

of dogs for retirement, dramatically increased short course racing, severely effected the chase in the 

animal (dogs fighting, playing or just loosing interest) and caused added stress/anxiety to the animal. 

The decision to take away the animals natural instinct was like signing a death warrant for the sport 

and below I will explain my reasoning to why this is the case. Code of practice states; “Participants 

must provide greyhounds in their care with opportunities for expression of normal canine 

behaviours, to prevent stress and anxiety”. This statement only proves GWIC itself is guilty, as 

running and hunting dogs such as greyhounds love to chase prey, fur and meat. 

 

Why was this ever adopted?  

 

Most obvious answer is “live baiting on the ABC” which lead to the McHugh report and just like that 

no more animal matter. This decision was adopted to appease the anti greyhound groups, animal 

justice party, the greens and the very noisy minority. Which I might add is an absolute waste of time, 

as they will never be happy whilst ever animals are racing.  

Welfare was another lame excuse on why this needed to occur as the above groups again think using 

dead animal remains encourages the dogs to become vicious and anti social. Last and probably the 

main reason was that it was touted that live baiting was a common practice within the industry and 

that by banning animal matter this would solve this so called major problem within the industry. 

I strongly believe that before any of these decisions had been made or rules determined the people 

responsible for them really needed to understand the breed and the purpose in which the animal 

was bred for, which is “RACING”.   

Instead these committees adopted the strategy of breeding greyhounds for post racing, pets first 

and foremost and if they are keen enough to race then they can (much to the disgust of the 

activists).  

 

Def; Greyhound 

A dog of a tall, slender breed having keen sight and capable of high speed, used since 

ancient times for hunting small game and now chiefly in racing and coursing. 

Understanding the breed it is hard to believe we are where we are today, it is like all the reform 

committees and governing bodies have totally ignored the animal’s genetics. These bodies 

constantly talk about the welfare of the animal yet keep introducing rules and regulation to try and 

change the animals DNA. I strongly believe taking away animal matter from the lure has caused 

more stress and anxiety to the animal, how this can be better for the welfare of the animal is a 
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mystery. The animal needs to be able to perform its natural instincts which is to chase prey this was 

how they where trained prior to 2016, they got to finish with a reward for their efforts chasing. 

Live baiting has never been legal within the sport nor should it be, but to take away all animal matter 

is a massive failure on behave of all the reform committees and governing bodies. We have laws in 

this state and country that we all must abide by e.g. speeding, drink driving and handling a mobile 

phone all have a variety fines and jail time but we never stop everyone from driving because 

someone else fails to follow the law. 

In the greyhound industry that is exactly what the government, reform committees and regulators 

have done actually they have gone one step further and punished the animal by taking away what it 

does naturally. I am able to go to the supermarket and purchase meat, whole chickens etc but its 

illegal to use this on a lure WHY? Meat or animal matter is used in training domestic pet dogs at 

puppy schools as a reward but again government’s arrogant prejudice towards the industry is 

indisputable. 

Over the past 3 years in the mad scramble to try to pacify animal activists, anti greyhound racing 

groups etc the governing bodies have lost track of what the animal is bred for. They have performed 

all types of studies on cambers on tracks, lure positions, track incident hotspots etc all good data but 

I note that most incidents were found to be on bends.  

My point here is that since the sport has been trying to confuse, cause stress and anxiety to the 

animal by asking it to chase a synthetic or should I say a pathetic lure that resembles nothing like 

prey they have taken away the animals drive. So then the participant is faced with a ‘fail to chase’ 

because the animal is receiving no reward! Get 3 of these and the dogs career is over its either move 

interstate or rehome as a pet. It has also lead to shorter course racing and more bend starts, which 

they were meant to be avoiding due to the amount of injuries that occur. So the governing bodies 

again are being detrimental to the animal’s welfare by increasing the chance of injury, which in my 

opinion all comes back to the removal of animal matter from the lure. The synthetic lure or no 

animal matter has also affected breeding as the cost to get a litter to the race track only to have to 

half the litter to go to rehoming for previously mentioned failures is just not worth it. Buyers won’t 

return to purchase again if they have to rehome the animal instead of racing it and most breeders 

would be reluctant to breed again. 

The sport going forward is facing a big problem if they fail to address the lure and the use of animal 

matter they will continue to produce half hearted chasers which will lead to less numbers, short 

course racing, less races, less gambling which means less revenue all leading to 

“UNSUSTAINABILITY”. 

 

The administrators and regulators need to realise fast that they need to act on this issue, if they 

keep ignoring this they won’t have to worry about any of the thousands of rules and regulations they 

have created because not only will they not have a sport they won’t have a job either.  

Breeding 

I have briefly discussed the effects that the breeding side of the industry is experiencing and will only 

become worst with the constant over regulation and the introduction of the new code of practice. 

Not only will we be governed on number of litters and age of bitch, we will now have defects to 

content with, an industry expert/vet who will decide if we can breed with the bitch or not. 
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discrimination and a lack of knowledge of the breed. Race greyhounds through excitement or injury 

can do a great deal more damage to themselves in a larger area. If a vet was to inspect the animal 

and it was found to be in good health and the kennel was clean and dry who cares what size it is? It’s 

about the welfare of the animal. Instead the regulators add more cost to the hobbyist to enlarge 

there kennels. 

The rehoming of ex race dogs which is getting younger and younger due to the fail to chase issue, is 

another challenging task. The code of practice states (9.11) a greyhound owner must not transfer a 

greyhound in circumstances where the owner knows or has reason to believe that the greyhound 

may be euthanised punishment can be imprisoned for 2 years. Who determines whether or not the 

owner knew the dog was going to be euthanised? To think that the governing body is suggesting jail 

time for the original owner or breeder of a dog that was rehomed then mistreated or destroyed by 

the person it was rehomed to is ridiculous. This is another reason why the industry will struggle to 

survive as it will not attract any new participants. What is the reasoning behind (3.16) Participants 

must monitor the dental health of all greyhounds in their care, and seek veterinary advice if the 

greyhound shows signs of dental disease. I feed brisket bones once a week but if the greyhound has 

a tartar build up etc I need to take it to a vet, have it put under to have its teeth cleaned. Where has 

this come from? I have had both domestic and performance dogs all my life and never had this 

treatment before? Most humans I know don’t go the dentist themselves but they need to take there 

dogs.     

 

In Closing 

I would like to thank this enquiry for the opportunity to put forward my observations on a moribund 

industry ruined by government and absurdly outrageous over regulation. The fact that the whole 

industry has been treated in this way is truly astonishing, the majority continually being punished 

due to the illegal acts of a hand full of participants. 

All industries that involve animal participation require the best possible genetics and the ultimate 

nutrition/care to enable them perform at their peak and I honestly believe the majority of the 

greyhound industry has always done this.  

GWIC in my opinion should not exist or should be amalgamated with GRNSW, the industry is being 

run into the ground with the cost to support this dysfunctional, ill informed arm of the industry. 

The inclusion of GWIC with expectation the industry will self fund it is implausible, this organisation 

has been formulated to end the industry permanently with over reaching powers, agenda driven 

employment strategies and its lack of a working knowledge of the industry is evident. A lot of the 

rules and regulations are designed to limit participation, cause anxiety/stress to both the greyhound 

and the participant along with destroying the industry. 

While ever government continues to appease minority groups all animal participation sports will 

continue to suffer, if they where really serious on animal welfare they would have started with pet 

ownership but there is most likely to many votes to be lost there. 

 

 

 

 

 






