Submission
No 137

INQUIRY INTO RATIONALE FOR, AND IMPACTS OF,
NEW DAMS AND OTHER WATER INFRASTRUCTURE IN

Name:

Date Received:

NSW

Ms Maria Riedl
22 September 2020




Inquiry into the rationale for, and impacts of, new
dams and other water infrastructure in NSW

Submission for:

Maria | E Riedl B.S.Ed., M.Env.L., M.Env.Gov - 22 September 2020

The empty Darling River at Pooncarie NSW on 28 February 2020 due to complete
mismanagement by NSW -photo Maria IE Riedl

-~

SUBMISSION TO INQUIRY INTO NEW DAMS AND OTHER IN NSW BY MARIA |IE RIEDL 1



Introduction

Thank you for inviting us to submit to this Inquiry. My name is Maria IE Riedl and I
have serious concerns about anything in terms of water that NSW proposes. NSW has
demonstrated over and over again that it desperately wants to hold most water that flows
into the NSW, in NSW. NSW through mismanagement and lack of adhering to rigorous
accounting of every drop has drained the Darling River twice in three years. NSW allows
certain people to sneak into their offices to demand alterations to NSW water rules as they
have done in Bourke on more than one occasion. Dams do not create water and in fact
make water shortages especially for people living downstream as well as degrading the
environment. There is significant decreases in water availability through human
intervention on rivers as this is clearly evidenced by the over extraction of the MDB both
surface and groundwater:

1. dams blocks rivers (as shown in the first picture-a homemade dam across the

Darling River 2020 just out of Pooncarie NSW)

2. dams slow rivers-stagnant reservoir pools disorientate fish increase algal blooms

decreasing oxygen levels

3. dams alter habitat and the way rivers and wetlands and floodplains function-

they change the way a river functions, altering sediment negatively impacting on
complex habitat and downstream

4. dams impact water quality eg algal blooms and decreased oxygen levels
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The above photos are taken on the Hay Plains of massive kilometre long channels
storing water during a drought with massive and numerous dams in the far
distance, away from the road. These dams take water out of the Murrumbidgee
River under various arrangements that are simply ridiculous due to the fact that
these photos were taken slap bang in the middle of the last drought! One has to
wonder where the meters for these extractions are located-eg at the dams or at the
river as they must be required to be. One also wonders what the evaporation rate is
for these mega dams as well as all those channels running around the properties
on the Hay Plains as this area has immense temperatures in the summer. All these
earthworks have been done since Websters took over Tandou and they are
extensive to say the least. | have included two photos of the Murrumbidgee River at
Hay and please note the degradation of the river! | have included many articles and
reports that | have been gathering demonstrating that NSW has a shocking
reputation with water accounting; it fails to have scientific knowledge of what
exactly is in the rivers and aquifers as well as fails to measure every drop extracted.
They fail to measure take such as flood plain harvesting. They fail to understand the
importance of wetlands, overland flows, of groundwater, hydro-ecological functions
of the MDB system. NSW fails to account for consumptive use and certainly ignore
the importance of aquatic ecosystem integrity.

It is sealer to others and myself that NSW simply wants to build new dams and
mass water storage projects as well as a new dam on the Macquarie River without
any regards for the fact that they are part of Australia, part of the MDB and that
holding back water no matter how you store has environmental, cultural, social and
economic impacts along the entire system all the way to Victoria and all the way to
the mouth of the Murray River and the cumulative impacts are totally unacceptable.

NSW does not incorporate climate change for example its impacts on inland water
ways future projects, dams, and other mass water storage projects and they most
certainly don’t want to give any water to the environment. An unhealthy MDB due to
over extraction as is still occurring will not benefit anyone. NSW must be stopped
from claiming credits like the drawing of the Menindee Lakes, emptying the Darling
River over and over again as well as degrading the Murrumbidgee River and all
underground water systems, connected or not. This is why we have the Water Act
2007 and MDB Plan; it is to halt the degradation of these systems by selfish
politicians and states with vested interests.

| have run out of time but | have included a lot of reference material that | would ask
that you read and understand that NSW is on the road to destroying, degrading all
the water that passes through that state to the mouth of the Murray River. This
includes draining the Menindee Lakes, the Darling River and the Murrumbidgee and
all other rivers and floodplains and wetlands within NSW. | find that totally
abhorrent and totally unacceptable.

The amount of times that the present government (Barrarilo and Pavey) have threatened
to pull out of the MDB Plan is documented. What a selfish couple of politicians. NSW
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Water must also be called to task as it ignores cultural water rights on rivers and wetlands;
most obviously on the Darling River!

I ask that this Committee seriously considers what NSW is doing and look at the reasons
behind their decisions so far eg altering low flow takes and first flush takes and flood
plain harvesting, their lack of measurement of every drop and their total ignorance of
exactly what is in the system at any given time. They ignore climate change they ignore
evaporations from these proposed dams and ......... Shocking behavior.

URGENT please read this document: https:/ / wentworthgroup.org/2020/09 / mdb-
flows-2020/2020/

Thank you

Maria IE Riedl B.S.Ed., M.Env.L., M.Env.Gov

1. https:/ /www.tai.org.au/sites /default/files/

P796%20Dam%20shame%20%5BWeb%5D.pdf

2. https:/ /www.thevanishingriver.com.au

https:/ /www.crookwellgazette.com.au /story /6302730 / digital-mapping-shows-

the-impact-of-wyangala-dam-expansion /

4. https:/ /www.abc.net.au/news/2020-07-03 / nsw-water-plans-may-not-be-

welcomed-by-murray-darling-authority / 124173042
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illegal-water-use /12414364

6. https:/ /www.northerndailyleader.com.au/story /6428769 / government-under-

fire-for-spending-millions-subsidising-private-dams /

7. https:/ /www.scientificamerican.com /article / do-dams-increase-water-use /

9. https:/ /www.earthlawcenter.org/blog-entries /2017 /12 /dams-climate-change-

bad-news

10. https:/ /www.americanrivers.org/ threats-solutions/ restoring-damaged-rivers /

how-dams-damage-rivers/

https:/ /journals.openedition.org/factsreports /4055
12. https:/ /blog.arcadia.com / pros-cons-dams /
13. https:/ /www.smh.com.au/environment/ conservation / animals-pretty-much-
on-life-support-a-river-s-drying-trend-20190110-p50qiw.html
14. https:/ /www.aph.gov.au/ About_Parliament/Parliamentary_Departments/
Parliamentary_Library / pubs/BriefingBook45p / WaterManagement

15. https:/ /www.goulburnpost.com.au /story /6879389 / committee-to-examine-

rationale-behind-new-dams-including-wyangala /

16. https: / / wentworthgroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/11 / Submission-to-
NSW-Metering-Framework.pdf
https:/ /wentworthgroup.org/publications /submissions
18. https:/ /wentworthgroup.org/2020/09 /mdb-flows-2020/2020/
19. https:/ / wentworthgroup.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08 / MDB-flows.pdf

20. https:/ / www.google.com/search?

client=safari&rls=en&qg=How+many+dams+are+in+NSW%3F&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi
f5ftvw_PvrAhWKPXAKHR6-BU0Qzmd6BAgMEAw&biw=861&bih=612

21. http:/ /www.awa.asn.au/ AWA_MBRR/Publications/Fact_Sheets/
Large_Dams_Fact_Sheet/ AWA_MBRR /Publications/Fact_Sheets/
Large_Dams_Factsheet.aspx?hkey=bb65d83c-f3fe-4812-8433-d21all10daeae

22, https:/ /www.smh.com.au /environment/ conservation / terrible-new-weir-

proposed-for-river-as—ﬂows-resume-20200307—p547tx.html

23. https:/ /www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation/under-the-pump-cotton-

industry-rejects-blame-for-ailing-darling-river-2019011 8-pSOs7b.html

24. https:/ / www.smh.com.au/environment/conservation / cultural-water-

indigenous-water-claims-finally-on-darling-agenda-20190118-p50sa5.html

SUBMISSION TO INQUIRY INTO NEW DAMS AND OTHER IN NSW BY MARIA |IE RIEDL 6



basin-s-fortunes-but-water-wars-are-far-from-over-20200527-p54wr6.html

26. https:/ / www.smh.com.au/environment/ conservation/ fears-two-nsw-dam-

projects-will-ignore-economic-financial-safeguards-20200615-p552pm.html

27. https: / /www.smh.com.au /national / nsw / 500-million-on-bugger-all-mavyor-

queries-dam-benefit-20200728-p55¢8e.html
28. https:/ / www.smh.com.au/national /nsw/inquiry-to-investigate-rationale-for-

fast-tracked-dams-20200810-p55kb6.html

29. https:/ / www.theguardian.com /australia-news /2020 /sep /21 / murray-darling-

basin-fight-looms-over-nsw-plan-to-license-floodplain-harvesting?

utm_term=159cf424ea8af7c680fcfad33c8c6f3b&utm_campaign=GuardianTodayAUS&
utm source=esp&utm medium=Email&CMP=GTAU email

30. https:/ / www.theguardian.com /environment/2020/sep/16/ coalition-began-

writing-landmark-environment-bill-before-receiving-review-it-had-ordered?
utm term=101088c08f75164f102a0cf6eat9c3c2&utm campaign=AustralianPolitics&ut

m_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=aupolitics_email
https:/ /www.stockandland.com.au /storv /6908891 / missing-water-20pc-of-

expected-murray-darling-flows-vanish / 2src=rss&utm email=5e3b237b24

32. https:/ / www.stockandland.com.au/story /6909313 / renewed-call-to-split-up-
mdba/?src=rss&utm email=5e3b237b24

through-farming-land-and-creek /12612922

34. https:/ / www.abc.net.au/news /2020-09-01 / wollongong-creek-coal-sludge-

concerns-linger /12611940

35. https: / /www.brisbanetimes.com.au /environment / sustainability / nsw-water-

sharing-plan-will-fail-basin-authority-official-says-20200824-p55007.html?
ref=rss&utm medium=rss&utm source=rss feed

36. https: / / www.ausleisure.com.au /news/ the-environmental-defenders-office-

identifies-nsw-law-failures-to-protect-koalas /

37. https:/ /www.farmonline.com.au /story /6897969 / govt-reveals-how-much-it-

paid-for-watergate-after-two-year-battle / 2¢s=5373

https:/ /www.theguardian.com / commentisfree /2019 /apr /25 /barnaby-jovce-

and-watergate-the-water-buybacks-scandal-explained

39. https:/ / www.theguardian.com / australia-news /2019 /apr /23 / coalition-refers-

water-buybacks-to-auditor-general-in-hope-of-defusing-scandal
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buybacks-and-amendments-murray-darling-basin

41. https: / / www.theguardian.com /environment /2018 /apr/11/the-menindee-

lakes-project-who-loses-and-who-really-wins

42. https:/ / www.theguardian.com / australia-news /2017 / oct /26 / 78m-spent-on-
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43. https:/ / www.tai.org.au/ content/ murray-darling-basin-plan-leaves-locals-dust

44. https: / / www.abc.net.au /news /2017-07-24 / murray-darling-basin-water-

pumped-by-irrigators /8732702

45. https:/ / www.mdba.gov.au / discover-basin / catchments / condamine-balonne

https:/ /www.theguardian.com /australia-news /2019 /jan /25 / when-the-river-

runs-dry-the-australian-towns-facing-heatwave-and-drought
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53. https: / /www.theguardian.com /environment /2020 /jun /25 / million-hectares-of-

threatened-species-habitat-cleared-without-assessments?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https:/ /www.theguardian.com /environment/2020/jun /25 / morrison-

government-has-failed-in-its-duty-to-protect-environment-auditor-general-finds

55. https:/ / www.theguardian.com /environment/2020/aug/16 / morrison-
government-urged-to-use-australian-conservation-laws-to-address-climate-change?

CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https:/ /www.theguardian.com /environment /2020 /aug /15 /nsw-has-failed-to-

properly-assess-impact-on-wildlife-of-warragamba-dam-changes-federal-government-
says?CMP=Share iOSApp Other
57. https:/ / phys.org/news /2020-05-problems-people-nature.html
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production-under-serious-threat?
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