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6/10/2020 
  
WATER Northern RiYers  

  
To the Committee N0. 7 ± Planning and Environment 
  
Thank \oX for the opportXnit\ to make a sXbmission toZards \oXr EnqXir\ into the rationale for, and 
impacts of, neZ dams and other Zater infrastrXctXre in NSW. 
  
We (WATER Northern RiYers) are an alliance of citi]ens concerned that oXr region and others in NSW 
can benefit from the sXite of Zater options made possible b\ modern technologies, in particXlar 
rainfall-independent options sXch as pXrified rec\cled Zater, and, for commXnities on the coast, 
desalination.  
 
OXr interest has been sparked b\ a proposal for an additional 50GL dam in the Northern RiYers at 
DXnoon ZithoXt sXfficient anal\sis and costing of options that confer resilience on a Zater s\stem, 
inclXding inYestment in s\stem-Zide Zater efficienc\. We object to the proposed DXnoon Dam becaXse 
it ZoXld diYert Xs from deYeloping a resilient Zater s\stem that combines complementar\ Zater sXppl\ 
and management options, and becaXse the dam ZoXld destro\ rare loZland rainforest, endangered 
ecological commXnities, and important Aboriginal Heritage. 
 
The conte[t for Zater planning is changing rapidl\. JXst in the last feZ Zeeks, tZo important docXments 
haYe emerged that propose Ze re-orient the Za\ Ze think aboXt Zater. Both docXments recommend 
that Ze embrace a sXite of Zater management options to ensXre Zater secXrit\. We ZoXld like to 
encoXrage the members of this committee of enqXir\ to read them and embrace their 
recommendations: 
 

All Options on the Table (Water SerYices Association of AXstralia, AXgXst 2020).1 
This report adYises Zater aXthorities to inYest in a ³diYerse portfolio of Zater sXppl\ soXrces, 
mXltiple rainfall dependent and independent soXrces to balance secXrit\, cost and other 
netZork constraints´. 
 
The NSW Productivit\ Commission green paper.2   
Draft recommendations inclXde:  ImproYe Zater goYernance and planning; Unlock efficiencies 
and opportXnities throXgh coordination and collaboration; Address the barriers to Xsing neZ 
Zater soXrces; ImproYe the performance of local Zater Xtilities in the regions; Keep improYing 
efficienc\ in oXr da\-to-da\ Zater Xsage 

 
We are concerned that dams are diYerting e[penditXre aZa\ from the effectiYe solXtions proposed in 
these docXments. Of particXlar concern is the fact that dams are a high risk inYestment becaXse the\ 
are rainfall-dependent in regions becoming hotter and dr\er dXe to climate change. 
 
 
We encoXrage the NSW GoYernment to grasp the opportXnit\ afforded b\ contemporar\ technologies 
to ensXre Zater secXrit\ in regions b\:  

Ɣ GoYernance reform, Zhere this ZoXld assist Zater Xtilities to deplo\ a sXite of smart Zater 
options. 

1 All Options on the Table, WSAA, 2020 
https://ZZZ.Zsaa.asn.aX/sites/defaXlt/files/pXblication/doZnload/FINAL%20Urban%20Zater%20sXppl\%20optio
ns%20for%20AXstralia.pdf 
2 NSW ProdXctiYit\ Commission Green Paper 2020 http://prodXctiYit\.nsZ.goY.aX/green-paper/Zater-energ\ 



Ɣ FXnding for innoYatiYe technologies that are not rainfall-dependent. 
Ɣ InYestments in s\stem-Zide Zater efficienc\ and strong demand management. Anal\sed, 

costed and deplo\ed, creating jobs. Using this approach, S\dne\ added an additional 950,000 
people ZithoXt a rise in consXmption.3  

Ɣ Water reXse in YarioXs forms, inclXding PXrified Rec\cled Potable Zater. A Zealth of global 
research and e[perience alread\ e[ists regarding potable reXse of Zater as set oXt in Water 
Research AXstralia¶s report, PRWable WaWeU ReXVe: WhaW caQ AXVWUalia leaUQ fURm glRbal 
e[SeUieQce ? 4  

Ɣ Water harYesting Yia Xrban rXnoff & rainZater tanks: Water tanks on all neZ (and e[isting) 
deYelopments.  The AXstralian goYernment adYises that: ³Depending on tank si]e and climate, 
mains Zater Xse can be redXced b\ Xp to 100%. This in tXrn can help: redXce the need for neZ 
dams or desalination plants; protect remaining enYironmental floZs in riYers; redXce 
infrastrXctXre operating costs.´  RainZater harYesting also decreases stormZater rXnoff, 
thereb\ helping to redXce local flooding and scoXring of creeks.5 

Ɣ GroXndZater, Zhere this is enYironmentall\ safe.  
  
Dams haYe a massiYe impact on biodiYersit\, areas of high enYironmental YalXe, habitat and 
indigenoXs cXltXral sites. The proposed DXngoZan Dam, the Mole RiYer are e[amples of areas of high 
enYironmental YalXe.  
  
With regard to the proposed DXnoon Dam Ze are also Yer\ concerned aboXt 

Ɣ Desecrating IndigenoXs cXltXre: DXnoon has an e[tensiYe and rich cXltXral landscape 
belonging to the Widjabal-Wi\abal People of the BXndjalXng nation. ShoXld the dam proceed, 
important IndigenoXs archeological sites, bXrial groXnds, creation Zaterholes and artefacts 
ZoXld be destro\ed.  

Ɣ DestrXction of the Endangered Ecological CommXnit\ of LoZland Rainforest, comprising part of 
the 1% that remains of the Big ScrXb Rainforest that once coYered the Northern RiYers. This 
loZland rainforest is of oXtstanding national and global significance, being a biodiYersit\ 
hotspot, and Zith rainforest lineages stretching back to GondZana flora assemblages. 

Ɣ DestrXction of habitat of threatened flora and faXna species6.  . 
Ɣ DestrXction of the regionall\ rare rainforest on sandstone in The Channon Gorge, a refXgiXm 

that has been minimall\ distXrbed 
Ɣ Flooding of half of the popXlar Whian Whian Falls recreational area and in high rainfall periods 

the dam ZoXld make the main Falls XnXsable. 
Ɣ The proposed DXnoon dam ZoXld accelerate e[tinction of YXlnerable species. E[tinction leYel 

pressXres on 3 YXlnerable fish species dXe to destrXction of 6kms and genetic islanding of oYer 
18 kms of migrator\ natiYe fish habitat. E[tinction pressXre on 9 threatened plant species, and 
17 threatened faXna species7.  

Ɣ The proposed dam ZoXld destro\ koala habitat and moYement pathZa\s connecting Whian 
Whian, DXnoon and The Channon, increasing e[tinction pressXre on koalas. 

 
Thank \oX for taking the time to consider oXr sXbmission in \oXr enqXir\. 
We look forZard to hearing the oXtcome.  
 
Annie Kia 
On behalf of WATER Northern RiYers 

3 Metropolitan Water Plan 2006, NSW GoYernment 
4 https://ZZZ.Zaterra.com.aX/pXblications/docXment-search/?doZnload=1806  
5 https://ZZZ.\oXrhome.goY.aX/Zater/rainZater 
6 RoXs CoXnt\ CoXncil, DXnoon Dam Terrestrial Ecolog\ Impact Assessment, 2011 
7 RoXs CoXnt\ CoXncil, DXnoon Dam Terrestrial Ecolog\ Impact Assessment, 2011  




