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To whom it may concern, 

Re: Inquiry into the integrity, efficacy and value for money of NSW Government grant programs (the 
Inquiry) 

About the Central NSW Joint Organisation 

Local Government Regional Joint Organisations (JOs) were proclaimed in May 2018 under the NSW Local 
Government Act 1993. The Central NSW Joint Organisation (CNSWJO) represents over 200,000 people 
covering an area of more than 50,000sq kms comprising the Local Government Areas of Bathurst, 
Blayney, Cabonne, Cowra, Forbes, Lachlan, Oberon, Orange, Parkes, Weddin, and Central Tablelands 
Water.  

Tasked with intergovernmental cooperation, leadership and prioritisation, JOs have consulted with their 
stakeholders to identify key strategic regional priorities. The CNSWJO Strategic Plan can be found here:  
 https://docs.wixstatic.com/ugd/51b46b 31886650ecf546bc916f15e99a733b3e.pdf 

Standing on the shoulders of decades of successful collaboration through Central NSW Councils (Centroc) 
our JO’s aim is for their region to be one of the 7 top contributors to National Gross Regional 
Product,1where agriculture is identified as the primary economic driver.   

 NSW Joint Organisation Collaboration 

The CNSWJO has been engaging through the collaborative approach of the NSW JO Chairs Forum, they 
have been meeting every quarter since May 2018, with support through the Office of Local Government. 

Key messages about the role of Joint Organisations 

1. Joint Organisations in NSW are a network of 13 organisations established to strengthen
collaboration and engagement between State and Local governments; and improve infrastructure and
service delivery to regional communities.

2. Collaboration between the NSW Government and Joint Organisations means;

• Active and engaged inter-agency collaboration,

• A regional approach to dealing with a number of Local Government entities,
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• Support from Local Government when machinery of government changes are being
implemented to maintain continuity, knowledge sharing and capacity building,

• Financial savings by avoiding duplication, partnerships and facilitated aggregated
procurement,

• Better application and implementation of solutions, better relationships and corollary, and

• The ability to assess and analyse potential solutions beyond traditional boundaries,
systems and regions.

3. Joint Organisations identify government partners and key stakeholders to work with member
Councils to deliver outcomes for towns and regional communities throughout NSW.

4. Each Joint Organisation has a Statement of Strategic Regional Priorities containing the programs,
projects and initiatives that the Joint Organisation is to focus on.

5. There are examples of where Joint Organisations have transformed the way the NSW Government
and local councils collaborate, plan, set priorities and deliver important projects in the regions.

6. Joint Organisations are intended to be a key mechanism through which the NSW Government
delivers funding and programs to regional NSW. This intent is critical to delivering the collaborative
function of Joint Organisations and the financial sustainability of Joint Organisations.

7. One such opportunity is the strategic planning and policy framework for the administration and
delivery of urban water for regional communities in NSW.

8. The NSW Government’s Safe and Secure Water Program offers funding to Councils and Joint
Organisations for the development of Regional Town Water and Integrated Water Cycle
Management strategies, and with the introduction of Regional Water Strategies and their
impending implementation, there is an opportunity to collaborate to make confident and informed
investment decisions regarding the State’s water resources.

We understand the terms of reference to be: 

1. That the Public Accountability Committee (the Committee) inquire into and report on the integrity,

efficacy and value for money of NSW Government grant programs, and in particular:

a. the range and availability of funding programs, including but not limited to:

i. discretionary grants funds such as the Premier's Discretionary Fund and the Deputy

Premier's Miscellaneous Grants

ii. local government funding such as the Stronger Communities Fund and Stronger

Country Communities Fund,

iii. arts funding such as the Regional Cultural Fund,

iv. sports funding such as the Greater Sydney Sports Facility Fund and the Regional

v. Sports Infrastructure Fund,

vi. jobs for NSW funding, including the review into Jobs for NSW.

b. the manner in which grants are determined, including:

i. the oversight of funding determinations,

ii. the transparency of decision making under grants schemes,

iii. the independence of the assessment of projects,

iv. the role of Members of Parliament in proposing projects for funding,

v. the scope of Ministers’ discretion in determining which projects are approved,

c. measures necessary to ensure the integrity of grants schemes and public confidence in the

allocation of public money, and

d. any other related matter.
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