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Inquiry into Cemeteries and Crematoria Amendment Regulation 2018 

The NSW Jewish Board of Deputies is pleased to make a submission to the inquiry into the 
Cemeteries and Crematoria Amendment Regulation 1028.   

The NSW Jewish Board of Deputies is the officially-elected representative roof-body and voice of 
the Jewish community of New South Wales. 

It is recognised by the NSW Government, its agencies, the media and other ethnic and religious 
groups as the representative body of the Jewish community.  The Board leads, speaks and 
advocates on behalf of the NSW Jewish community, with 61 major communal organisations as its 
constituents. 

At present land is consecrated for exclusively Jewish burial at Rookwood, Macquarie Park, Botany 
and Woronora cemeteries in the Metropolitan area. On present demographic projections, that land 
will be full - ie no longer available for Jewish burial - in approximately 10 years. The equivalent 
time period for the Muslim communities is shorter.  

The Government’s ability to provide affordable dignified burials to our communities depends now 
on the urgent acquisition and allocation of one or more new multi-faith cemeteries in the wider 
Sydney Metropolitan area. 

Under the Cemeteries and Crematoria Act 2013 (the “Act”), cemetery operators are obliged to 
permit members of the Jewish faith to be interred (buried) in accordance with the Jewish 
community’s religious practices.  

Section 46 of the Act protects our community’s religious practices in relation to internment, while 
Section 54 of the Act prevents renewable internment rights to be granted in respect of lands 
consecrated for Jewish religious burial. 

The provision relating to re-use of internment sites and removal of memorial, which appears in 
subsection 55(5) of the Act, requires the remains of a Jewish person to be dealt with in 
accordance with Jewish religious practice.   

Section 66 of the Act provides a similar protection in the case of exhumation.   

Section 106 of the Act requires cemetery operators to permit Jewish religious ceremonies to be 
conducted at cemeteries. 





 

 




