










18th Sept 2016 

To NSW Premier Mike Baird 

     Minister of Primary Industries Niall Blair  

     Local Member Andrew Constance 

     Director of Fisheries Geoff Allen 

 

Dear Sir’s, 

My name is David Malone, I have been involved in the NSW Fishing Industry since 1990. 

In that period I have been through all of the changes, restrictions and have never felt that 

fisheries has listened to or taken advice or had the best interests of the commercial fisherman 

at heart.  

We are primary producers; we use our own resources, time and effort to fish a public resource 

to feed the public and provide a world standard product .Which without this effort, the general 

public would not have access to. This seafood supply has been reduced due to government 

restrictions to the point where over 80% of the fish being sold through the Sydney Fish Market 

is now being imported.  

 

These imported seafood products do not have the same levels of environmental and 

sustainable management practices placed on them but are still freely available to the detriment 

of our own local industry. Not to mention the health and safety risks. 



The current buy out scheme is the latest threat to my small but viable family business. I feel 

that this scheme is flawed and biased against the viable commercial fisherman that has been 

active and productive. The current proposed buy back scheme is forcing active fisherman to pay 

for shares from inactive or unviable operators whom want to leave the industry. This forced 

purchasing of shares is not going to improve my fishing business or make me a better fisherman 

it will just be another financial drain. These inactive or latent licenses are no threat to my 

business as they are inactive or latent because they lack the skills, ability or financial means to 

run a fishing business. This is a highly skilled occupation that takes years of effort, training and 

hard work to survive.  

I own Fishing Business 238 attached to this business:  

LFB 16 Meters. This traditionally is the most important and expensive part of my business, 

licenses of this size are very limited in NSW, and now fisheries are saying they are not important 

and want to faze them out. Removing this restriction or not valuing these LFB sizes will allow 

anyone with shares or extra-large vessels to enter the fishery. ie Geelong Star Type Vessels 

 

40 shares of line West classed as active 

40 shares of line East classed as active 

40 shares of Fish Trap classed as inactive    I have owned and paid fees for these shares for 

many years. I have fish trap history for a period prior to the current criteria period and have 

always held onto these shares as an option to use as a backup for my business. 

 Because they have been classed as inactive I am unable to access the subsidy scheme and 

therefore will be unable to hold onto these shares and thus will affect the flexibility and 

possible future viability of my fishing business.  

My line East endorsement is the main part of my business and this involves fishing on the 

continental shelf approx. 20 miles off shore. This requires a large boat and huge financial 

investment. The major restriction in NSW has always been boat size and not being able to use 

mesh nets & automated equipment compared to other States and Commonwealth Fisheries, 

this restriction has always held us back, but this has protected our fishing grounds so that we 

have a productive and viable fishery. These are the reasons why more than 50% of NSW line 

east licenses are inactive and even less of these are viable.  

 



When and if we go to a quota fishery I will not be able to afford to buy quota from these 

inactive fisherman to maintain my current fishing levels if the TAC is split up between the 

current license holders. It won’t matter what fishing ability or effort I put in if I don’t have 

enough quota to run my business. Thus being unviable I will have to leave the industry. This will 

have a domino effect i.e. we have historically created employment for 4 people in our business 

and our turnover has been invested into our local community. Despite the offer of re training 

there are not available jobs in our area. We are employment and job creators.  

The proposed 2017 share buyback auction for line east is extremely flawed as the independent 

allocation committee are not going to finalize or decide how the fishery will run until at the 

earliest 2018. HOW can I possibly make a financial decision to reinvest in the fishery if I have no 

information? I have had numerous conversations with NSW Fisheries in relation to this matter 

and they have told me that they have no idea of what will happen or how the TAC will be split 

up i.e. will it be based on shares? History? What historical period? 

 If fisheries cannot give me the information or do not know how the fisheries will be run how do 

you expect me to be able to participate in the auction? Surely the people that are paid to run 

the fishery should have the ability and skill to manage the fishery, and take responsibility for 

decisions they make. 

 Instead of hiding behind an independent allocation committee whom will not be held 

accountable for the future viability and success of the Fishing industry.  

I have discussed our future in the Industry with my industry peers, independent financial 

advisers and NSW Fisheries and none of these people have been able to help or give any advice 

on what to do as no one as yet knows where the fishing industry is headed.  

SO CAN YOU PLEASE ADVISE ME ON HOW TO SUCCESSFULLY PARTICIPATE IN THE UPCOMING 

AUCTION FOR LINE EAST OR CAN YOU AT LEAST DELAY AND GUARANTEE THAT WHEN THE 

FUTURE MANAGEMENT PLANS FOR LINE EAST ARE DECIDED THAT WE WILL HAVE ACCESS TO 

THE SUBSIDY SCHEME IF WE ARE REQUIRED TO REINVEST IN THE FISHING 

INDUSTRY.??????????? 

I look forward to your earliest reply as this unknown future and forced buy back is putting 

undue distress and pressure on my family and business. 

Yours Sincerely  

David Malone 




