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NSW Crown Land Inquiry.  
 
Save Bondi Beach Pavilion 
 
The key objective of the Crown lands Act is “ to ensure 
that Crown Land is managed for the benefit of the 
people of N.S.W” 
 
The 38 million plan for Bondi pavilion does not 
deliver a benefit to the community as is required 
under the Act. The current plans for the pavilion 
fundamentally changes the purpose of the building 
from a community Centre to  a commercial precinct. 
 
 

• The current $38million plan does not retain the 
Bondi Pavilion space as a public recreation space, in 
line with its dedicated purpose under the Crown 
Lands Act, and will result in significantly less space 
for community use. 

• Bondi Pavilion is an iconic community and cultural 
public heritage building. 

• It contributes to the unique heritage of Bondi Beach 
which sits on land known as Bondi Park, this is land 
that is classified as Crown Land and was dedicated 
for the purposes of public recreation in January 
1938. 

• The Park is governed by the Bondi Park Reserve 
Trust under section 92 of the Crown Lands Act 
1989. 



• Waverley Council manages the affairs of the Trust 
and is responsible for the care, control and 
management of the Park on behalf of the Minister 
for Lands. 

• The key objective of the Crown Lands Act is “to 
ensure that Crown land is managed for the benefit 
of the people of New South Wales”. 

• Current plans for the Bondi Pavilion shift the 
purpose of the building from a community building 
for public recreation to a commercial precinct, this 
is not consistent with the purpose of Crown Land. 

• Waverley Council have adopted the 2014 Plan of 
Management (POM) for the Bondi Park, Beach and 
Pavilion. The POM is approved by State 
Government to ensure that the land is managed for 
public interest and benefit. The POM supported a 
restoration and repair of Bondi Pavilion at a cost of 
$10million not a takeover of Bondi Pavilion at a cost 
of $38million. 

• Bondi Pavilion is on the State Heritage Register due 
to its “State significance as an iconic representation 
of the Australian beach experience” and any “major 
changes” to a heritage item require approval by the 
Heritage Council of NSW. 
 

The Inquiry Terms of Reference 
 
All of the sub-points in (1) below are relevant to the Bondi Pavilion, but 

particularly (b) and (c). 

1. That [...] General Purpose Standing Committee No. 6 inquire into and 

report on Crown land in New South Wales, and in particular: 



1. (a) the extent of Crown land and the benefits of active use and 

management of that land to New South Wales, 

2. (b) the adequacy of community input and consultation regarding the 

commercial use and disposal of Crown land, 

3. (c) the most appropriate and effective measures for protecting Crown 

land so that it is preserved and enhanced for future generations, and 

4. (d) the extent of Aboriginal Land Claims over Crown land and 

opportunities to increase Aboriginal involvement in the management 

of Crown land. 
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