
G 

Annexure G –  Letter from the Bishop to all Church Communities, 

Churches, Parishes and Monasteries in the Diocese dated 13 June 2010  

Enclosed is the letter sent by His Eminence by facsimile from Macedonia in both the English and 

Macedonian language, as well as an unsigned duplicate of the English letter as the facsimile version 

appears illegible. 







 

No.   
13.06.2010, Melbourne 
 
 

To 
     The Macedonian Orthodox Church Communities, 
     Parishes, Churches and Monasteries in the MOCDANZ  
 
 

Our Dear Spiritual Children, 
 
 It is with great pleasure that I write to confirm that the Macedonian Orthodox Church 
Property Trust Bill 2010 (NSW) was introduced and read the second time in the New South 
Wales Parliament on Thursday, 10 June 2010. 
 

This proposed legislation, if passed, will be of historic importance to our Church in the 
Diocese as, like other Christian churches in Australia, we will be able to better organise the 
holding, management and protection of the Church’s asset base. 
 

The Bill provides for the establishment of a statutory trust, named the Macedonian 
Orthodox Church Property Trust, which will be the body responsible for holding, dealing and 
managing property of the Church in the Diocese across Australia.  This statutory body will 
have the same composition as the Diocesan Ruling Committee, thus ensuring that the 
dealing and decision making regarding Church property will be made by the same body and 
in the same manner as prescribed under the Statute of the Diocese.   
 

The Bill will significantly assist us in the administration of the Diocese as it will make it 
possible for property of the Church to be held by a single body with perpetual succession, 
thereby overcoming the difficulties in having several trustee bodies (individuals or otherwise) 
acting for the Church.    
 

This manner of holding of church property is common for other Christian churches in 
Australia, and if the Bill is passed we believe will serve as an indication that our Church is 
acknowledged, organised and well administered.  
 

Importantly, the Bill if passed will only affect the four properties which, on appointment 
by the Diocesan Ruling Committee are held by myself as Bishop, Fr Simonovski and Fr 
Gulev as trustees for the Church.  If the Bill is passed, these properties will be immediately 
divested from the current trustees and vested in the Trust. This will deal with our 
longstanding concern of holding Church property in the name of individuals and will hopefully 
put at rest negative public comments and attacks to the current trustees and their families for 
being registered proprietors of Church property, due to their trustee role not being able to be 
identified in the certificates of title. As you have been previously informed, the Bill has been 
very carefully prepared to ensure that no other properties be affected by the Bill, but there is 
a mechanism to enable transfers to the Trust in future only with the voluntary consent of the 
parties to the transfer. It is important to emphasise that there is no requirement or 
compulsion for any person to transfer property to the Trust.  . 
 

The provisions of the Bill, if enacted, cannot be changed other than by an Act of 
Parliament.  This not only provides protection for Church assets in perpetuity, but also it 
provides certainty to all clergy and parishioners that the property holding structure for the 
Diocese is well structured and set by statute. 
 



Our deepest gratitude goes to the NSW Parliament for all the hard work in preparing 
this most important Bill for our Church and enabling its introduction by Rev Fred Nile, and to 
Rev Fred Nile for his continued support of our Church.  By being assisting us to better 
organise our administration, the Church will focus its resources where they are most needed 
- in contribution to charitable works and activities throughout Australia. 
 
 We will keep you informed of the progress of the consideration of our Bill within the 
NSW Parliament.  In the meantime, the Bill 
and the Second Reading Speech can be accessed at the following websites: 
 
http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/prod/parlment/NSWBills.nsf/d2117e6b

ba4ab3ebca256e68000a0ae2/1e07a6b4d23fe692ca2575ae0016f21c?OpenDocume

nt 

 

http://www.parliament.nsw.gov.au/Prod/parlment/hansart.nsf/V3Key/LC2

0100610068 

 
 With hope that we will be properly understood,   
 
 with God’s Blessing 
 President of the Diocesan Ruling Committee of MOCDANZ 
 Metropolitan for Prespa and Pelagonia and  
 Administrator for Australia and New Zealand  
 
 

 








