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7 October 2015 
 
 
 
The Hon Greg Pearce MLC 
Committee Chair 
Inquiry into Economic Development in Aboriginal Communities 
 
 
Email:  state.development@parliament.nsw.gov.au 
 
 
 
Dear Mr Pearce 
 
SUBMISSION TO INQUIRY INTO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN ABORIGINAL 
COMMUNITIES 
 
Thank you for the invitation to make a submission in relation into this enquiry. 
 
Council considered its submission at a meeting on 24 September 2015 and resolved to put 
forward a submission proposing that the existing network of Local Aboriginal Land Councils be 
encouraged and mentored to undertake further economic development, and particularly to 
secure an ongoing return from the some of the land they own or control.   
 
One element to reducing the unacceptably high unemployment rate for Aboriginal people is for 
an increase in sustainable employment generation across the range of occupations, including 
professional and managerial positions across different industries.  
 
Whilst not exclusively the case, the experience of the Nambucca Valley has often been of 
employment opportunities focused on well meaning, short term Federal funded schemes which 
have neither been sustained nor integrated with existing Aboriginal community networks and 
governance structures.  In some examples the management of these short term employment 
opportunities has remained with non-indigenous people.  Whilst these schemes have provided 
employment opportunities they have not provided capacity building for our local Aboriginal 
community nor sustained enterprise. 
 
In terms of sustainability it is important that Aboriginal people identify and implement economic 
development opportunities for themselves.  In this respect many existing Local Aboriginal Land 
Councils, including those from the Nambucca Valley, already undertake some economic develop 
initiatives.  Some of these are also associated with education and training which provides a 
double benefit in responding to not one, but two key indicators of disadvantage. 
 
It should also be acknowledged that there are many Aboriginal people in the Nambucca Valley 
who have initiated their own enterprises, particularly in the creative industries but also 
increasingly in other industries. 
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The thesis for Council’s submission to the Standing Committee’s Inquiry is that the existing 
network of Local Aboriginal Land Councils should be encouraged and mentored to undertake 
further economic development, particularly to secure an ongoing return from some of the land 
they own or control.  The returns from such investment could then be invested by the Land 
Councils themselves in supporting other key indicators such as Education and Training or Health 
and Wellbeing. 
 
Please find attached a copy of the report considered by the Council at its meeting on 
24 September 2015. 
 
For your information Council took the opportunity of circulating the Notice of the Inquiry to our 
three Local Aboriginal Land Councils and also to the Muurrbay Aboriginal Language and Culture 
Co-operative. 
 
Council would be pleased to be advised of the outcomes of the Committee’s Inquiry. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
Michael Coulter 
GENERAL MANAGER 
 
MC:lrh 
 
Enc Copy of Report to Council’s meeting on 24 September 2015 



      

   

    
 

      

     

 

             
            

               
             

             

 

             
            

            
            

 

                  
            

 

             
               

  

                
            

              
      

          
     

        

         

                 
      

            
               

  

                   
                  

                 
                  

                
               
                 

 

     



      

         

                   
                 
               

             
        

              
               
       

                 
             

             
             

            
            

              
            

            
                

              

                 
               

               
              

                
                

             

 

                 
             

               
  

               
                

                
               

          

                   
                   

              
                   

               
                       
                

              
                 
                

                 
                 

     






