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' GAS MINING IN THE MANNING.

Tomeitis hard to believe that anyone would think of disturbing the underground

geology of the Manning Valley due to its complex nature,

t am a refired Geography teacher and have done field work in every part of the Manning

since 1963 and | list just a few examples to iliustrate the complexity of the drainage

system and feel it would be virtually impossible to map the system with any accuracy.

1. In the early 1970's the Newcastle University commissioned a student to map a soil

fransect from Wingham to Comboyne [about 40 kms] in four weeks. In that time ke only

reached Cedar Party, about 8 kms. . - ’ . :

2. Wingham has many shallow springs within the town.

a. From the Town Hall to under the Uniting Church through to Wingham Gourt — this

can be observed by the staie of Farquhar St. in that area. o

b.My home at 13 Sunset Ave. has distinct springs either side of my house.

c.A friend of mine in Summerville St., some years ago had a spear point 8 mefres deep

which regularly produced clear running water. -

d.My last house at 24 Bungay Rd. On digging two 2 rnetre deep holes, about 1 metre ,

across we found one hole completely dry for 6 weeks while the other, about 3 metres

away, filled with 2 m of water in 24 hours reguiarly.

e. The roads will indicate the numerous springs all over the iown.

3.The Geology of the Manning consists of mudstone, basalt, limestone, sandstone and

minor series such as serpentine in a fascinating mix.

4.The Lansdowne Escarpment consists of basalf, sandstone, conglomerates, different

kinds of fimestone — a mixture of igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic rock typesina

close location. :

5. The Manning has different types of aifuvial soils.

- 6. The Comboyne Plateau has aikaline Basalt, while the Buiga Plateau has an acidic
rock structure. _ : - -

7.The Manning River is unique in that it has two mouths separated by a resistant feature

in Mitchell's Island. Technicatly it is nof a deita .as a delta is formed completely of

ailuvium. The mouths were separated by past earth movements.

| suggest that any interference to the water table either minor or major, by toxic or non-
toxic elements is looking for a disaster that will be tragic forever. B
Maybe there are places in the world where the geology is more consistent that mining of
the type proposed may only cause minor interruptions . But this is not the case
anywhere East of the Dividing Ranges in Australia.

| ask the authorities to stop it all now. o

Finally, | thought we were all informed some time ago that the N.W.Shelf of Western
Australia could supply alf our gas requirements for the next 100 years so

ettt T
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" 'Regulatory Capture.
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i Sent: 21 September 2011 01:01:55
t To: . John Shewan

And this Is his response to our réply, You will realise you have to read them from the bottom up.
Terry and Chris. -

Date: Tue, 20 Sep 2011 10:04:43 +1000
Subject: Re: Your opinion, please .
From:: - ' :

To: | l : |
Dear Terry and Christine - Please use my comments in any way you wish. I am not concerned about
reprisals from the industry. It might suit me just fine to go back to court.! { By the way I need to
inform you that my wife and I will be away on a holiday 27th Sept. until 28th Oct. )

Just a short additional comment -

Briar is acting like a leopard, pleading with us all to believe he “has changed his spots”.

Both Gillard and Bligh have adopted the phrase “science-based” regulation of mining but .
that is precisely what was shunned , by Labor, in the last 20 years. “Best practice and
continuous improvement” jargon is not science based regulation, :

Regards Jim Leggaté.

On Tue, Sep 20, 2011 at 9:33 AM, Christine Stanton wrote!

| Dear 3im, Co .

Thanks-very much for this wonderful email. You wiite so professionally, cutting out
the emotive and concentrating on the arguments. We note that you are prepared to
go In the witness box again if necessary, so we are wondering whether we can send
your email on to some of the people we are in touch with about the mining and
CSG. We feel it should go to all the MPs in the Federal and NSW and Qld
parliaments, as well as the Coal Communities and some of the broadcasters.
However, we do not want to do anything which would upset or harm you,

Best wishes, and thanks for all your help. '

Terry and Chrisiine.

Date: Sat, 17 Sep 2011 15:23:10 +1000
Subject: Re: Your opinion, please
From: =~ = 7

To:

To — Christine and Terry -

Yes exactly right,--— I don’t think Andrew Briar’s tough talk has any
credibility. The protests should not be quashed but should be dealt with; by
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addressing our concems with facts not spin. Briar is speaking against a
background history of REGULATORY CAPTURE. His department is
attempting to crase from memory my whole case history. Queensland already
has a dreadful mining legacy to hand on to future generations.

What are the runs on the board re enforcement? His enforcement unit is seen
as soft because its track record is one of soft regulation. In QId there is an
undeniable record of regulatory capture which I can attest to. Lam happy to go

. back again to court with my sworn evideace. The Qld government has never
stood in the way of mining — it promotes all mining. When discussing mining
impacts, and the clean up at public cost in 1997, the editor of the Courier Mail

referred to the government “cheer leaders “, and to the “obfuscation”
surrounding mining regulation. .

Tough regulation requires a political will and neither the Labor party nor the
Coalition are showing any real political will, to protect landholder rights.

Briar says there is to be tough regulation, and then says he ¢an not monitor

~ every gas well: and will TRUST the industry to provide the rest of the
monitoring. Minor low level accidents like burst pipes are not the issue. We
need to know how the govt. can possibly shut down a number of wells when

. production has to be guaranteed. Fines will not stop the problem. Welis that
shown signs of becoming a problem have to be shut down , no matter the
consequences for the gas company. Unless politicians can demonstrate a
capacity to shut down wells after ali the infrastructure has been installed, at
huge cost, then this industry should not go ahead until there is much more
certainty, Mine owners are risk-takers and they won’t shut the wells down.

My whole point ( made in my Senate Submission sub215_Leggate.pdf which
is now on the web) is that there is no basis for trust — just the opposite .
Briar’s predecessors have never been tough on mine owners and have form re
not enforcing the rules and regulations; to the extent that agricultural land,
aquifers and other water resources have been destroyed in Qld. and not
“compensated { please see the EEMAG web site re the demise of their particular
aquifer, as a direct result of mining ). There has been systemic non- '
‘compliance, and it is quite reasonable to expect that to confinue.

I have challenged the coal industry, and the govt. regulators in QId and NSW,
with the aHegation that “ the regulation of the coal industry has failed
spectacularly “. The evidence of land destruction , air and water pollution is
quite clear. There are no runs on the board for tough regulation, and strong
language from Briar has no credibility, and it should be dismissed as the talk
of a facilitator not a regulator ( ref. my good friend Drew Hutton’s recent
rebuttal ). There are even scandals about accredited sir testing authorities,
failing their responsibilities; and that does not inspire much confidence.

An absence of trust, and the problem of the gas infrastructure having already
been built ( making the industry too big to fail , no matter what the damage )
are the two biggest issues. There should be a moratorium until trust has been
re-established. This is all following a similar pattern to the start of widespread
open cut coal mining 30-40 years ago. Promises, promises, promises and none
of them delivered.

There is not a low level of understanding, as Briar claims, but a growing
“realisation. in Anstralia. of the verv sisnificant downside o the minine hoom
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Regards — JIM LEGGATE = 17.9.11

On Fri, Sep 16, 2011 at 9:09 PM, Christine Stanton
wrota: : o

Dear Jim ' g
We hope that all is well with you. | -

We would appreciate your views on the attached audio which is a
recording of a broadcast from the ABC of comments made by Andrew
Briar. He is the head of the QId LNG Enforcement Unit. He doesn't
seem to have heard of your experience and obviously pretends

to believe that mining companies will always do the right thing.

Yours sincerely
Christine and Terry Stanton

http://dul 09w.dub109.mail live.com/mail/PrintMessages.aspx ?cpids=3437b5ed-cOed-... 28/ 10!201 1
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242 WHISTLEBLOWERS

about how it would carty out its operations and how it would
rehabilitate the site, both during the mining and at the end of“the
operation. These were contractural and legally enforceable.

Under the Mining Act Leggate, a govemment ecologist, was
authorised to enter any mining concerns and investigate their com-
pliance with the environmental obligations stipulated by the lease.
But he soon discovered that his powers of enforcement were non-
existent. All he could do was to write a report about what he
found and pass it on to his superiors in the department for further
action.

As he went about his work, Leggate found that the Mining Act
was being breached on a regular basis by almost all the companies
he inspected. Some of the infringements were minor. Others were
major. But of greatest concemn was the fact that few companies
were accomplishing ongoing rehabilitation of their sites. Unless the
Queensland Government stepped in and insisted that they improve
their results, Leggate could see big problems down the track. He
feared that when mining was completed and a company left a
particular site the problem would remain and it would be up to
the taxpayer to finance the clean-up. In some cases, where mining
had been camied out for twenty or thirty years, the damage would
be massive and the costs enormous.

About this time there was a gold rush occurring in Queensland.
Leggate was concemned when he saw new gold mines opening up,
old ones being re-worked and major environmental problems, being
totally ignored. Acidic tailings waste was accumulating rapidly,
leading to potentially huge problems, and one gold mine closed
down, leaving the clean-up to be carried out by the government—
at public expense. Leggate suggested that the Minister, Martin Tenni,
use a ‘show cause’ notice under the Act, to make mine lessees
meet their obligations. This legal device meant that the lessee could
be asked to show cause why the mine should not be closed or a
fine imposed for breaching the mining laws. But the Minister
apparently thought this was going too far. :

From his agitation about the wholesale flouting of lease
obligations to environmental protection Leggate was soon seen as
a thorn in the side of Minister Tenni’s government, then headed by
Sir Johannes Bjelke-Petersen. At one stage Tenni described the

A Law UNnTO THEMSELVES 243

government ecologist as a poor ambassador for the w:czn moaow.
Leggate responded that, for his part, he was only trying to do his
job. If he stopped officially reporting the oﬁmm:ov:.om n.ﬁ he was
witnessing, then he could be seen to be negligent in Em. statutory
duty. But if he continued to do so he was seen as a nuisance .E
his political masters. At one stage Jim Leggate was sent on a _EEE
relations course by the department and was taught how to smile
while answering the telephone.

If he had few supporters within his own department, he r.ma
even fewer in the govemnment. Mining industry executives told him
that he was being ‘over-zealous’ because the Premier himself was
always telling them not to worry about all this nonsense of cleaning
up. Their job was to mine as well as they could, pay the government
its rail freight and forget about the greenies. .

But Leggate persisted with his reports and his internal complaints
to the department and as time went by Tenni E.mc.ozaoa, at last
realising that there were definite problems. The Minister called for
a Code of Practice for the mining industry. Leggate was asked to
work on it. After so much aggravation it looked as if things might
improve.

The political climate in Queensland was about to change for
the better. The days of Bjelke-Petersenism under the Nationai Party
were numbered. The Fitzgerald inquity into police and vo_ﬂnm_
corruption had exposed the Bjelke-Petersen regime and discredited
it. The Nationals were swept from office by the people of Queensland
and in late 1989 a new government under the leadership of a young
Labor Party lawyer, Wayne Goss, came to power. The EﬁmmB_.a
inquity had identified institutional failure in Queensland’s public
service during the Bjclke-Petersen years and recommended new
legislation to protect whistleblowers as a comerstone of sweeping
reforms. .

The Goss Government ‘immediately set about ch_mEmsﬂ.Bm
Fitzgerald’s recommendations, including éEmmoEoéQ. protection
legislation. Under the legislation new bodies, the Criminal uzm@om

Commission (CIC) and the Electoral and Administrative Review
Commission (EARC), both had the power to investigate whistle-
blowers’ allegations and offer them ‘protection’ if they were genuine.

Other reforms were not implemented so quickly. Queensland
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