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Dear Madam Chair,

Reference: Parliamentary Enquiry into the Closure of the Casino to
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Attached please find my submission in response to this enquiry.

| request permission to attend one of the enquiry hearings in the Northern
Rivers between 8 and 10 June 2004, in particular the hearing set down in
Lismore for 9 June 2004 and would like to offer my services for comment
and/or to offer any evidence the Enquiry may wish to take.

| hope | can be of assistance to you.

Yours faithfully,

Phillip Mackenzie
Mirrabook Rail Services.
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SUBMISSION TO THE PARLIAMENTARY ENQUIRY INTO THE CLOSING OF
THE CASINO TO MURWILLUMBAH XPT RAIL SERVICE

Contact Name: Phillip Mackenzie, Mirrabook Rail Services

Address: 515 Back Forest Road
Berry NSW 2535

Telephone: 02 4464 2665

Email: nswirain@tpg.com.au

Madam Chair,

Thank you for the opportunity to address the NSW Parliamentary Enquiry into the Closure of the
Casino-Murwillumbah XPT Train Service.

I make this submission on behalf of myself, details as above and in the capacity of a proponent to
operate a private daylight country commuter/tourist rail service on the Casino-Murwillumbah line.

For the past twelve months | have conducted my own observations into the feasibility of operating a
daylight country commuter and tourist service for the residents and tourists alike. | have examined
many aspects, such as:

Population and social dynamics,

Condition of the track and other infrastructure such as stations etc.,

Scenic beauty,

Tourism dynamics,

History and potential,

Extension of the line to Coolangatta and

Support from the community.

Current transport infrastructure and proposed rail closures.

® & & ¢ o » ¢ o

I'have concluded that this rail line is, without a doubt, one that has enormous potential as:
. A country commuter service,

. Tourist traffic - Gold Coast, Byron Bay, Kingscliff, Ballina.

. Freight potential — Murwillumbah, Gold Coast and Interstate
L

A significant section of rail infrastructure that can have immense benefit for the Northern
Rivers Region and beyond.

This submission consists of 5 parts:
1. Introduction; Rail Line Closures Statewide and other significant problems
2. Brief History of the Murwillumbah line

3. Proposals

4, Recommendations

5. Attachments - including media extracts

Acknowledgements:

1 Byways of Steam, Eveleigh press

2 Railways of Australia Yearbook

3 History of Railways, ARHS

4, International Rail Journal

5. Daily Telegraph

6 Transport News and Views, Combined Pensioners & Superannuants
7 The Land, Rural Press

8 The Sydney Morning Herald, Fairfax

9

Railway Digest.
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PART 1

INTRODUCTION TO RAIL CLOSURES STATEWIDE
AND OTHER SIGNIFICANT PROBLEMS

The closure of the Casino-Murwillumbah line is but a symptom of numerous
problems facing the NSW rail network, whether it is Countrylink or CityRail. These
services, particularly Countrylink have been run down progressively by successive
State governments since the 1970’s, from about the time when the office of the
Commissioner for Railways was abolished in 1968. NSW is rapidly declining in rail
infrastructure and as such is becoming a liability to the economy of the state and
the nation. Today many third world and developing nations are investing heavily in
rail, e.g. Iran, India etc., (see Attachment F) yet NSW is falling into a rail
infrastructure black hole due to forty years of neglect and State vandalism. i.e. the
unnecessary removal of numerous sidings, crossing loops, safe working
equipment, stations and platforms etc.

CityRail has by far benefited more than Countrylink in that time. The Richmond
line, Macarthur line, Gosford to Newcastle, Sutherland to Dapto/Kiama
electrification projects, new double deck carriages e.g. Tangaras and “v’ double
decker electric sets for longer runs. Suburban rail links to Sydney Airport, East
Hills to Glenfield, Eastern Suburbs lines built. Now the line from Chatswood to
Epping is under construction.

Countrylink has faired much worse in spite of a better financial return to the State
government (32¢/$ compared to 28c/$ for Cityrail). This includes interstate as well
as intrastate rail services. Well-known trains like the Southern Aurora and Spirit of
Progress (Sydney to Melbourne), the Brisbane Express, the Gold Coast Motorail
and Gold Coast Overnight Express — both trains ran on the Casino/Murwillumbah
line — gone in recent years.

Up to the 1970s there were some 27 air-conditioned daily country services running
throughout N.S.W. This has been reduced to approximately 10-12 services
(depending on the day of the week). Many of today’s services run to fewer
destinations, run less frequently, have fewer connections — mostly a bus connection
now instead of rail previously, stop at fewer stations, and have less seat availability.

Additionally, all eight overnight mail trains have vanished into oblivion together with
their branch line connections. Only a few connections have been replaced by a bus
connection Additionally, there are few carriages or train consists to provide extra
services during peak travel periods, ie school holidays. The XPT has little room for
additional capacity during peak times and cannot be divided to run on separate
lines simultaneously.
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THE LAST GOLD COAST MOTOR RAIL EXPRESS SERVICE 11.2.90

There is also a constant spiral of station closures, staff retrenchments or
‘downgrading’ of positions. Many depots have closed. Maintenance has been
neglected or non-existent on many lines, ( attachments E ) together with other cost

cutting measures, resulting in the current typical situation with Countrylink offices
on the North Coast hanging by a thread.
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EPITAPH OF COUNTRY RAIL LINE CLOSURES

The following is an honour roll of country rail lines either closed altogether or closed
to passenger services, in the past 40 years — a few now only available for seasonal
wheat traffic.

CONDOTE WM -

P Mackenzie

Picton - Mittagong loop line (closed — tourist trains only).
Wollongong - Moss Vale (freight & tourist trains only).
Bungendore — Captains Flat (closed).

Queanbeyan — Cooma — Bombala (closed, Tourist only to Michelago).
Yass Junction — Yass Town (closed).

Goulburn — Crookwell (closed).

Galong — Boorowa (closed).

Harden — Blayney (freight and tourist only).

Koorawatha — Grenfell (seasonal).

Cowra — Eugowra (closed — possibly seasonal).

Wagga — Tumbarumba (closed).

Cootamundra - Tumut and Batlow lines (closed).
Uranquinty — Kywong (closed).

The Rock — Urana (closed).

Temora — Lake Cargellico (seasonal).

Ungarie — Naradhan (seasonal).

Barmedman - Rankin Springs (seasonal)

West Wyalong — Burcher (seasonal).

Henty — Rand (closed).

Holbrook - Corowa Lines (closed).

Culcairn - Holbrook (closed).

Narranderra — Tocumwal (closed — possibly seasonal).
Griffith — Roto (closed — possibly seasonal).

Bogan Gate — Tottenham (seasonal).

Nyngan — Bourke (closed).

Nyngan — Cobar (closed).

Nevertire — Warren (closed).

Molong — Dubbo — via Yeovil (closed — possibly seasonal).
Dubbo — Coonamble (closed — possibly seasonal).
Leeton - Hay (closed - possibly seasonal).

Binnaway — Gwabegar (seasonal)

Narrabri — Walgett (seasonal).

Burren Junction - Pockataroo (closed — possibly seasonal).
Moree — Mungindi (seasonal)

Moree — Boggabilla (seasonal)

Moree — Inverell (seasonal)

Tamworth — Barraba (closed — possibly seasonal).
Dumeresque — Wallangarra (closed).

Wallerawang & Merrygoen (coal & cement only to Kandos)
Dunedoo — Coolah (closed).

Sandy Hollow — Merriwa (coal only)

Glenreagh — Dorrigo (closed and sold)

Tarana — Oberon (closed).

Toronto — Fassifern (closed)

Sutherland — Royal National Park (Tramway only).
Casino — Murwillumbah (closed 17.5.04)

Broadmeadow — Newcastle (closure and removal pending).
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These closures leave only around half the rail system in NSW remaining, and a
large part of that is for freight exclusively. Essentially only main trunk routes, a few
cross country lines for freight and 15 seasonal wheat lines remain, and even these
are currently under a cloud.

On top of this, the Carr government has sold off the only rail profit-making arm to
private enterprise for $350m. Hence this government will be far less inclined to fund
any country rail infrastructure unless absolutely unavoidable. The sale of
Freightcorp has cut off the supply of drivers to transfer to CityRail in the event of
driver shortages. This has been further exacerbated by the Waterfall accident.
The public is now going to pay for government greed, ineptness, fiscal
mismanagement and stupidity. To make matters worse, $118m of the $350m from
Freightcorp’s sale has been set aside for the AWB and Pacific National - both
private companies. Surely all the proceeds from Freight Corp should go into
Country Rail lines and Countrylink Services. ( see attachment H )If these payments
proceed then the state government has set a precedent and all private operators
should be entitled to seek direct funding from the state government irrespective of
whether they are passenger or freight. As no further rail dividends will be paid to
the Government as a result of the Freightcorp sale, this will inevitably continue a
downward spiral in rail investment in country areas. In 1998 for example
Freightcorp returned to the state government $75million. Over a twenty year period,
$75million x 20 = $1.5 Billion dollars in potential lost revenue. That would have
reconstructed of lot of rail lines in rural NSW and allowed for new trains to be built
etc. This fiscal mismanagement is a “set up to fail” mentality that pervades today
within Railcorp and within the State government.

Further, this government has leased all main corridors to A.R.T.C. — Australian Rail
Transport Corp, for 60 years. This is an abrogation of state responsibility. Is the
NSW government allowed to lease rail assets owned by the people of NSW? s
this allowable under State constitution?

Given the above, it is clearly apparent that the Carr government is intent on closing
any country rail line that does not come under ARTC's lease agreement. ARTC
has only one criterion to operate and that is profit from freight services. ARTC is
not interested in cross subsidizing seasonal or unprofitable lines. Neither does
there appear to be any obligation to restore stations for passenger use, either now
or in the future. ARTC does not appear to have any social requirements attached
to its lease for passenger services run by it, Rail Corp or other operators.

Additionally, the Carr government is progressively shutting down, cutting back or
altering passenger services on lines that are not maintained or funded by ARTC.
This is the real reason why the Casino — Murwillumbah line XPT service was cut.
The timing of the service cut bears this out. This is also applicable to some CityRail
outer services, i.e. Kiama — Bomaderry from 24 July 2004.
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Other Countrylink rail services that Michael Costa has in his sights for closure and
replacement by busses are Dubbo and Armidale. If buses replace these, there will
be no passenger rail services beyond Tamworth at all. Nor will there be any rail
service north of Orange and no daily rail service beyond Lithgow (except for the
Indian Pacific 3 times per week) and the Broken Hill weekly Explorer service. This
would leave a huge hole in the state’s country passenger rail network which is
already cut to the bone. Buses from Lithgow to Dubbo are not acceptable to
residents of the Central West or the travelling public.

A few additional rail car sets could significantly enhance passenger services for
country residents. These types of rail vehicles do not require major track upgrades
so would be suitable for lines to Mudgee and Cowra.

It would also be prudent of any state government to have a reasonable number of
locomotive hauled carriages for peak periods such as school holidays, Easter and
Christmas. This was once the case and should be policy again to allow for the
varying needs of the travelling public.

Additionally a small fleet of single rail cars could be utilized on some branch lines
again to feed mainline XPT services and Countrylink bus services.

Explorer Rail Cars
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PART 2
BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CASINO TO MURWILLUMBAH LINE

The Casino to Murwillumbah line had its beginnings 110 years ago as an isolated
section of track in the “Big Scrub” area of northern NSW to extract timber for the
growing community of Sydney. Cedar was a highly valued trade and the region
required a rail system to transport the timber out. The line then developed to meet
the needs of graziers, dairy, and cane farmers who located there once the timber
was cleared. Towns such as Casino, Lismore, Byron Bay, Mullumbimby and
Murwillumbah grew into commercial centres for the other numerous smaller
communities along the line and surrounding area.

This line extending from Grafton to Murwillumbah operated in isolation from the rest
of the NSW rail network for many years prior to a rail ferry service being
commenced and then a rail bridge being constructed across the Clarence River at
Grafton in 1932. It had its own passenger and freight operations that helped the
region expand and are largely attributable for the region’s growth and development.

Once connected to the rest of the State’s rail network, “through” passengers were
able to connect off the now “extinct” overnight train — the North Coast Mail. This
continued till the late 1980’s. In its heyday, Lismore depot supported some 50
locomotives for both passenger and freight services.

In 1925 a short branch line from Booyong to Ballina was constructed but was
closed in 1945 due to landslides. As early as 1904, Parliamentary Works
Committees investigated various route options to extend the Murwillumbah line to
Tweed Heads and link up with Queensland Railways there, but a through line to
Brisbane was eventually built inland via Kyogle. Other extension proposals were
put forward at later dates, but were once again the subject of political interference.

The most significant change came to the Murwillumbah line when the Gold Coast
Motorail Express was introduced in the early 1970’s. This air-conditioned train
composed of several sitting cars and several stainless steel sleeping cars, together
with two motor vehicle carrying wagons, enabling passengers to travel on the train
and arrive with their own vehicle for their holidays, etc. This concept proved so
popular that a second similar train called the Gold Coast Overnight Express was
introduced within a few years. Alas this success story was not to last and in
February 1990 both services were replaced with one five car XPT service. This
immediately cut capacity on the Murwillumbah line significantly — from around 1000
seats for both previous trains to around 250-300 for the XPT. An additional two
cars have been added to allow for an approximate 400-seat capacity at peak times.
Still a significant decline from the previous popular and well patronized express
trains.

Overall the Murwillumbah line has seen a decline from four passenger services per
day, to two, then one. It is not because of the advent of the motor vehicle so much
as successive governments failing to provide adequate funding to maintain the line.
This has been particularly evident since the 1970’s, and more so since the Carr
government has been in office.

P Mackenzie Page 8 31/05/2004



SUBMISSION TO THE PARLIAMENTARY ENQUIRY INTO THE CLOSING OF THE CASINO TO MURWILLUMBAH XPT RAIL SERVICE

In support of this statement, Michael Costa, the NSW Minister for Transport, has
constantly stated that it costs $5 million per year to maintain this service.
Attachment A contradicts this statement. The average costs are $2.5m p.a., and
for 2003/4 it is estimated that only $1m was spent to 17.05.2004. Most of the actual
funding shortfall is on the numerous bridges in need of repair on this line.

Mr. Costa has repeatedly stated publicly that patronage for this service is only 300
passengers per day. What he failed to state was that this was one-way travel only.
The XPT makes a return journey daily. Therefore, the patronage is actually 600
daily. Total patronage for 2003/4 was 133,000 — that's a great number of motor
vehicles not traveling on the roads. It is very likely that concession card holders are
not included in the daily patronage figures, yet these people still have to occupy a
seat.

T'he Tweed Railwav
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PART 3
PROPOSALS

This section provides an overview of my proposals for the Murwillumbah — Casino
line, together with some notes on my background and interest in rail operations.

The Casino — Murwillumbah line has attracted me for many years given its location,
scenic beauty and potential. In May 2003 | discovered that the Ritz Rail Tourist
Train was on the market, so over the next several months | have made my own
assessment of the train’s potential and various other items required to run on the
line including locomotives, tonnage limits on bridges and track conditions, whether
the line would remain open or not. | have developed a business plan for running a
rail service.

| had hoped to lease, with option to buy, the Ritz Train late last year, however the
owners decided against this option in February 2004. One of my conditions to
lease the train was dependent on the line remaining open and serviceable. This
condition was reassured with Michael Costa’s public announcement in
December 2003 “that the Murwillumbah XPT service would be extended until
December 2004, at which time a complete review would be carried out”.

The Ritz Rail carriages

When | was advised that leasing the Ritz train was no longer an option (as the train
was now for sale only), | then investigated other options. | am currently negotiating
to buy three stainless steel carriages and leasing 3 others from the Glenreagh
Mountain Railway of which | am a member. | hope to complete negotiations within
the next 3-4 months. | am also investigating suitable motive power and am
proceeding with setting up the administrative infrastructure to operate this service.

My long-term objective is to establish a passenger rail service linking the Gold
Coast to Casino and a daylight service from Coffs Harbour (airport) to Brisbane,
with both services connecting at Casino and with present daylight XPT services.

| will still consider operating this service, even if the Carr government refuses to
reverse their unjust, short sighted decision to close the line. Other options under

consideration include pursuit of Federal funding and /or working with Queensland
Rail.
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I have held discussions with many individuals and groups including:

Lismore and other Councils:

Ruth Povall, the Sustainable Regions Co-ordinator, Northern NSW;

The developer of the Norco factory near Murwillumbah railway station;
Northern Rivers Trains for the Future; and

MP’s Thomas George and Don Page who have also been most supportive.

All the above persons, groups and councils, etc., are in support of my proposal.

| have appealed to the Federal Minister for Transport and Infrastructure, John
Anderson, for funding to extend the Murwillumbah line to Coolangatta Airport under
the Auslink programme.  This 26 km missing link could be constructed
simultaneously with the proposed Tugun road bypass, thereby completing two
projects at a reduced cost compared to building the two projects separately. Once
this link is made and Queensland Rail link up to Coolangatta Airport, a major road,
rail and air transport network will then be completed for both northern NSW and SE
Queensland. This link will not only be important in itself, but will benefit in the
following ways;

1. Remove numerous vehicles from overcrowded roads and towns.
Tugun/Coolangatta and Byron Bay are classic examples of traffic problems.

2. It will alleviate many truck trips by having direct access to Coolangatta
Airport and the Gold Coast.

3. Will assist in reducing road carnage and reduction in medical costs for the

state health system.

Will be more environmentally and user friendly compared to road traffic.
Tourism in this region will benefit enormously.

Employment opportunities will increase for the Northern Rivers.

ook~

Single Deck Interurban Cars — alternative
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BACKGROUND

As | have a diverse background and have specialised in tourism/airlines, as well as
my own agricultural business, | believe | can utilise these skills and adapt them to
running a country rail/tourist operation.

My background is as follows:

1. Banking 3 yrs 1970-73
2. NSW Public Service — Education Dept 1973-4
3. NSW Dept Tourism — Rail Reservations Officer 1974-5
4. South Africa & Namibia — Foreign Exchange/Clerical 1975-8
5 Qantas Airways — International Flight Attendant 1979-2000
6. Farmer — Alpacas & Beef cattle 1983-Present
Interests:- Railways since 1960-present.
Membership:- Rail Transport Museum 1960’s
Dorrigo Steam Railway 1970-80's
Glenreagh Mountain Railway 1990’s-Present

| have worked on a number of rail projects particularly with the Dorrigo Steam
Railway and currently with the Glenreagh Mountain Railway, from cleaning
equipment, track repairs, repairing/restoring locomotives and rolling stock. | have a
good working knowledge of railway operations and safe working and other
requirements to run railways.

Living and working overseas from 1975-2000 has given me the opportunity to
observe and experience many working railways in Southern Africa, Canada, USA.
UK, Europe, South America, Asia, Japan, India, New Zealand and Hong Kong. |
will adapt some overseas rail practices to make my operation successful.
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SECTION 4

RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE ENQUIRY INTO THE CLOSING
OF THE CASINO TO MURWILLUMBAH XPT RAIL SERVICE

Remove Michael Costa as NSW Minister for Transport for the following
reasons:

a.

b.
C.

P Mackenzie

Removing and denying the basic right of NSW residents to a safe and reliable
rail service.

He is only focused on cost savings.

He has not considered the social, safety or environmental impact on the
community.

He has removed access for the disabled beyond Casino. This is
unacceptable. He is surely in contravention of both State and Federal
Disabled Persons acts.

As a result of (a) and (b) above, Michael Costa is discriminating against both
the disabled and country residents in favour of city rail users. Discrimination
is a punishable offence.

He has misquoted patronage and costing figures to justify the closure of this
service. He uses similar tactics to justify other proposed closures to rail
services, including the Kiama-Bomaderry and Southern Highlands through
services, and also Sydney ferry services. In fact, it would appear that if his
figures are correct, then considerable funds have been siphoned away from
the Murwillumbah line. Where have these funds gone?

Countrylink has not responded to communiqués re criticism of the service
closure. Why has Countrylink gone “quiet”. Have they been told by the
Minister to remain quiet?

He has used rail closures in order to achieve his own political aspirations (see
Attachment D) at the expense of the traveling public.

He promised repeatedly in December 2003 that the Murwillumbah XPT would
have a 12-month reprieve and then be fully reviewed. This service was
cancelled only 4 months after this promise was made publicly.

He has not looked at practical and cost effective rail alternative, e.g.,
swapping Brisbane and Murwillumbah timetables to achieve a better outcome
for the traveling public to both Brisbane and Murwillumbah.

He has not considered the safety or comfort of the traveling public. Rail travel
is responsible for only 2% of accidents nationally whereas the carnage on
roads claims 97% of the total carnage. This impacts hugely on health
systems and so on. The only beneficiaries are the funeral industry. Ten
extra bus movements per day equates to 3,650 extra bus movements on our
roads per year.

Repair costs to local roads are being borne by local councils as a result of
damage caused by extra buses.

In spite of Countrylink’s website, the people of the Northern Rivers were never
consulted about proposed changes. When they were told about the
proposals they were widely rejected and condemned.

The Parry Report was ordered on 5 August 2003. Tenders for bus
replacements were issued on 4 August 2003 — a day prior to the report’s
instigation.

The loss of a vital piece of infrastructure to the most rapidly growing area in
the state (2% per annum growth rate).

Job losses from the removal of track crews, Countrylink staff, etc, in one of the
nations most financially disadvantaged regions, will result in disappearance of
50 jobs in Grafton, 10 track crew, and 19 Countrylink staff.
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Timing of closure was coordinated with ARTC taking over the lease of the
mainline to Brisbane. The Carr government does not want any rail
infrastructure responsibilities north of Newcastle. The Casino-Murwillumbah
line would have been the only line left under Rail Infrastructure Corporation
control, which has been reorganized back under the umbrella of RailCorp.
The mini budget announcements were set up for political and financial quick
fixes. In May 2003, Michael Egan forecast a $8.5 billion surplus for 2003/4
financial year due to property boom. By May 2004 a deficit of hundreds of
millions was foreshadowed, yet actually the government had collected an
additional $1.16 billion to 31 January 2004. (see attachment B). This mini
budget was just political expediency so that Egan carried out Costa’s dirty
work. (The Carr government has just lost $32m revenue in speeding fines
due to a computer malfunction. This alone could have kept the XPT to
Murwillumbah operating for at least 10-12 years.)

Mr. Costa has not examined the importance of providing for the current or
future rail transport needs of the region, or the potential gain of linking the
Murwillumbah line to Coolangatta Airport, and / or the proposed link by
Queensland Rail from Robina to Coolangatta — which would have provided
this region with a fully integrated transport system

He has shown a total lack of ‘duty of care’ towards the residents or the
Northern Rivers and the traveling public.

He has dismissed completely the possibility of allowing private operators to
use the line to either supplement or replace the XPT.

The Carr Government is borrowing $2.5 billion for Sydney rail lines, but not
one cent of taxpayers’ funds are being spent to upgrade Countrylink rail
services this financial year. Nor are there any long term plans to replace
aging XPT services — except by buses.

Michael Costa’s appointment to State Transit Authority of Jim Bosnjak and
Keith Todd, both bus operators, on 17 March 2004. Where are the rail
representatives on the State Transit Authority? ( see attachment G )

The stupidity of axing the line from Broadmeadow to Newcastle — just for the
sake of “beautification”, and the proposed replacement by buses. How much
will this cost the taxpayer? This is nothing less than state vandalism.

He presided over the sale of the states freight division, Freight Corp, to Pacific
National. This was a profit making rail division so why was it sold and where
did the proceeds go from the sale and Why? Is it constitutionally permissible
to allow Pacific National to scrap 60 electric locomotives soon after the sale of
Freightcorp to Pacific National for an estimated value of $30m plus? (See
Attachment C.)

Stop any funding to the AWB or Pacific National from Freightcorp sales
proceeds. Direct this funding straight into rail infrastructure and passenger
rolling stock upgrades for rural NSW.

All the above reasons demonstrate gross negligence and incompetence by The NSW
Minister for Transport, Michael Costa, The NSW Treasurer, Michael Egan, The NSW
Premier , Bob Carr and the Head of RailCorp, Vince Graham.

P Mackenzie
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PART 5
ATTACHMENT A: Page 1 of 2
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= © oo

1.

12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

Hold a Royal Commission into the destruction and dismantling of NSW rail services
and infrastructure and include all contracts to bus operators and appointments to
STA.

Sack the Minister for Transport, Michael Costa and replace him with someone with

vision and expertise in rail.

Sack Vince Graham and establish a NSW Rail Commissioner who will be free from

political interference as was the case prior to 1968.

Also, establish a “rail watchdog’ to protect rail assets and recommend rail service

improvements.

Carry out a full audit of costings on the Murwillumbah line since 1996.

Return to NSW rail services, the XPT Service to Murwillumbah immediately and on

a timetable to meet the needs of the local community.

Return any other rail services that have been replaced by buses in the interim.

Cancel any proposals to dismantle Broadmeadow to Newcastle rail line.

Ensure the Carr Government and successive State governments adequately fund

and upgrade Countrylink Rail services (and coach services, where no rail line is

available).

Establish a charter guaranteeing improved country rail services for all NSW with

provision for towns like Mudgee, Cowra, Young, etc, to be re-connected by rail daily

and progressively add others.

Allow concession card holders a better opportunity by removing availability

limitations, but not to the disadvantage of paying passengers — in other words, set

up a priority system similar to airlines.

Make rail travel more attractive by bringing more stations back ‘on line’, e.g.

Nambucca Heads, Coramba, Glenreagh, which are prime examples on the North

Coast.

Permit a ‘pay on board’ system where stations are unattended.

Introduce more Explorer Rail cars to Countrylink. One such train could service

Mudgee and Cowra/Young daily and another could substitute the Dubbo XPT and

still service Dubbo as well as Parkes/Forbes daily.

Support private operators to provide additional services.

a. Particularly where these services ‘feed into’ Countrylink services.

b.  Concession fares should be available on these services and paid out of the
Community Service Obligation Fund.

c. Make available to rail operators, the rail cars and carriages ‘in store’ at
Eveleigh doing nothing by RailCorp, i.e. DEB rail cars and air-conditioned cars
off the Newcastle Flyer..

Instigate an imaginative and creative Countrylink advertising programme. | can’t

remember the last time | saw a Countrylink advertisement on the television.

Develop state strategies to link in with other transport networks: i.e. transcontinental

trains, Victorian and Queensland networks, cruise line companies, the Tasman ferry

service, Regional airlines, etc.

Audit Countrylink coach services safety aspects (see article from Pensioner &

Superannuants publication in Part 5 Attachment G).

4-CAR DEB SET:
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With 3300km of lines under
construction, Iran has the
world’s second largest railway
expansion programme after
China. Plans are being drawn
up to build a further 3579km of
new lines.

David Briginshaw
Editor-in-Chief

International Railway Journal, May 2004, page 31

Expanding capacity, removing
bottienecks, and carrying out
safety-related projects continue
to mark the thrust of Indian
Railways’ capital investment
policy.

KK Gupta
Regional Editor, India
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