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| am writing in regard about the hardship | am facing as a wine grape grower in the Griffith area, with pricing and
security in the industry. | am the third generation farmer in my family and | have been a grape grower for the past

fifteen years,

Fifteen years ago to be a farmer it was a life style thing, ten years ago it started to become a business where you had

* to start crunching numbers to get ahead, today we are flat out trying to keep our heads above water. In the last 15
years the Wine Grapes Marketing Board has lost its powers to dictate fair pricing for the farmers. There is now nothing
to stop the wineries doing what they want to use growers which doesn’t encourage future generations to the industry.

Some wineries were offering $100 for chardonnay whilst others were offering $350 per ton for the same variety.
WHY? The $100 per ton grapes goes on the same open market as the one for $350 to me that is profiteering on a
grade scale. Who or what regulates them, as the wineries get bigger financially and their personal wealth gets more as
individuals in their business, we as farmers is getting poorer. '

For Vintage of 2007-2008 after paying bills for (fuel, chemical, picking costs, pruning etc)f got 1o keep 18.75% of my
proflt for myself whlch works out to be ona 40 hour per week $4.73 per hour, L
| ) I
'How can | put money aside for my family’s future or a better qtjality of life. 'm not alone
other farmers are sitting next to me on the same sinking ship.

As a grower we need to have a industry code of conduct in place and a industry body { maybe the wine grapes
marketing board ) to be our voice for the farmers for a better future, fairer pricing and a better industry for
generations to come. We need it now before it is too late and that farmers including myself walk away from farming

forever.

if you wish to contact or to discuss this in person with me feel free to do so.

Thank you.




