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on the Agistment of Horses at Yaralla Estate
Parliament House

Macquatrie Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Attention: Ms. Vanessa Viéggio

Dear Ms, McMachael

Re: Legislatwe Council Inqunry Aglstment of Horses at Yaralla, concord West

| write to provide a submlssmn from: the Hentage Councll of NSW to fhis i mqu:ry i understancl,
the deadllne is 31 of Juty - _ : : SRR

Yaralla, or the Dama Eadllh Walker Cnnvalescent_ Haspltal, lS Ils‘teel in lts entlrety can the“‘ Ry
& He 977 (N _

* The estate's listing and s;gmf cance lncludes its rarity a
Edwardian rural estate, now nationally raré $o ¢loge to: 2 ma n.
-gignificance includes the survwal and use of paddocks, grazmg, :

alales and the Itke L

This submission relates fo term of reference (d) ary ather related matter

The Herttage Council supports the continuied use of the property and its key pacldocks for
horse grazing as an effective link to the original use of the property, Attachment A provudes
detailed assessment of the values of the grounds surrounding the main built elements of fhe.
site and their former historic uses and values. The information. supperts the cenlral;ty of
_ grazing paddocks as an lntegral part of thig estate, Le. the grazing use p!ays an-active role L
- mamtalmng and mterpretlng Yaralla s heﬂtage values, now and m the future : .

| trust ﬂ'lIS mformatlon may be of some assnstance to the |nqu|ry if: you have any questlons o
- - regarding this. matter: please: contact myself on. 9873 8575, or Mr. Stuart Read at the
o Haﬂtaga Dwnsmn Oﬁce of- Envrronment and Herltage on telephone 9873 8554

- ngs smcerelv,. o
. Tim Smith: - 25 July 2013
o Deputy Dlrector (Herltage Branch)
' Heritage Division
Office of Environment and Hentage
As Delegate of the Heritage Council of- Nsw
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Attachment A

Yaralla Estate (Dame Eadith Walker Convalescent Hospital

Heritage Signiﬁcance:
A principal reason for the property’s heritage listings is that Yaralla is:

...a unique complex of 19th and early 20th century buildings in an essentially rural landscape
sefting.... as an exceptionally rare compléte example of a large Edwardian private residential
estate in Australia and one in close proximily to the cily... The estate confains an excepfional
group of late 19th century buildings... which clearly demonstrate the workings-of a farm of this
perfod... of great significance for its landscape, as an infact estate on the Paframatta River. ..

The full statement is online — accessible by searching for Yaralfa at
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/heritageapp/heritagesearch.aspx):

Significance of Yaralla’s paddocks
With regard to its paddocks, specific references to their heritage szgmficance are made in the
1996 document by Rod Howard & David White Architects in association with D.M.Taylor
Landscape Architects, Dame Eadith Walker Hospital (Yaralla Estate) Conservation and Open
Space Management Plan. Several relevant excerpts follow focussmg on the paddocks
vaiues and management,

Landscape Precinct 5 in the above-noted plan is the ‘Paddock West’ (of Yaralla’s drive) and

Landscape Precinct 6 is the ‘Paddock East’. The historical notes for these units say: -
The paddacks formed an important part of The Estate’s rdral function in providing a.grazing
area for the cattle and horses in the farm activities. Cattle was (sic: were) shown af the
Royal Easter Show and provided imill for The Estate-and area for the horses used when
buggys (sic: buggies) werg-the major form of transpon‘at:on The eastem seciion of the

westem paddock has been used for housmg

The heritage smmﬂcance of Paddock West (cf. that of the whole Estate) is identified as:
Paddock West is an integral part of The Estate, the paddocks provide a strong contrast in
form and visual quality to the surrounding suburban development. The Precinct has
aesthetic value as a cullural landscape which forms. a rare fand use in.inner urban areas,
with infentional and intact design and coritinual use as & grazing area from.the
esfablishment of The Estate (NB: ifs founderisaac Nicholls established the estate pre-
1819, selling to his befter-remembered successor, Thomas Walker, in 1840).

The heritage significance of Péddock East is Edentiﬁed as equal'to {hat of Paddock West.

Purpose-built elements reinforcing how centraf farmmg was as.a part of the estate mclude

- Stables complex, 1893-8, ranked grade 1 s:gmf cance — rare and fmpon‘ant example of a late 19
century stable architecture {with six horse stalls);. LT

- Small stable, undated, ranked grade 1 signifi cance aesthet:c vaiue important i in the context of the
farming component of Yaralla... .

- Dairy (former stables), undated, ranked grade 1 significance — ... :mpoftant component o‘f farm
providing clearevidence of past farming practices, .

- Weatherboard stable — demolished;

- Stahle buildings — demalished;

- 8 olher estate coffages for employees, some of whom worked the farm. Not all of these survive,

Management of the estate & paddocks:

Constraints and requirements for the estate’s landscape components include:
- The essential spatial relationships between buildings and the landscape elements of major
significance on The Estate should not be compromised;
- No actions or activities should oceur which detract from the rmporfant hfstonc and visual qualities of
{various building ensembles) and-their landscaped sefling; :
- The evidence of past use in the built and other fabric should be retained;
- The current area of The Estate (which incorporates an early land grant) should remain whole and not
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be further subdivided. it should nemar’n -uhder one ownership and management.

The Conservation Policy for the estate ;ncludes

- All works carried out on The Estate should facilitate and not obscure confuse or detract from the
interpretation of the place as a largely intact Edwardian estate having considerable integrity and
cultural significance. The former function of the estafe as a working farm, and its survival as an estate
should be recognised as having-major importance in regard to its cultural significance;

- Detailed landscape conservation and management plans should be prepared for all landscape -
precincts (see below). These should include provision for maintenance, rejuvenation and restoration
as outfined in section. 10 of this study...

Conservation recommendations for the Paddocks include:

- Further investigation required (mcludmg) assessment of fencing reqwrements

- Conservation works required: if is essential that the area rernain as the present open space quahty
The continual useé of the precinct by grazing animals is.integral to the rural quality of The Estate.
Repair-and replace fences where necessary;

- QOngoing maintenance works mqurred (include} feriifise and improve pasture; wafer reg:me and
points to be established.

- Master Plan piinciples: (include} maintain paddocks as open space; maintain visual access to houses
(from Nuflawarra Avenue and Yaralla’s drive); restore planting fo outer drive.. _

- Existing compatible uses: (include) use of the paddocks for agistment of horses ~ the grazing
paddocks are generally in poor condition with many weed species, resiricted watering points and an
inflexible. system for the movement of fencing through the area. The paddocks require upgrading,
with the pasture improved, fences upgraded and an adequate walering system installed; .

- The horses require areas for exercise-and we suggest the potential for riding tracks along the

' forestiare or other areas linking in with The Estate be investigated;

- Pofential Future Uses: (includs)} The distincfive rural atmosphere of The Estate (which forms part of
its significance} is-athieved through the qualities of physical and visual isolation. Given the size of
The Estate and ifs diverse precmcts there is ample scope fora range of activities on the site which
could include: .

- model farm.

- The rural quality of The Estate with its purpose-built farm bu:ldmgs combmed with The Estate’'s
regional location close to the centre of Sydney’s metropolitan region provides a potential facility for a
model farm. This coiild be used as an educational resource and by schoot groups throughaut the
metropolitan region, a local, regional and-international fourist alfraction. The model farm could he
marketed with 'Yaralla brand’ friit, vegetables, efc. The area surrounding the: Dairy and related farm
bur!dmgs provides the most suitable locatron o

*The significance of the whoie estate mctudeS'

(historic value): ...demonstrates a continuous progression, from Colonial farm to Victorian estate then,
self-contained Edward:an estate and finally a State-run institution.. (and retaans) ewdence of a.ff the
stages of the evolving European occupation of the place. .

(aesthetic value): ... derives partly from its important, isolated landscape setting, wh:ch is m!ated to .
the Parramatia R:ver and the adfacent Thomas Walker Convalescent Hospftal as weﬂ as its rural and -
picturesque quaktles

(socfal value): ... potential to provide an invaliable recreatronai and educat:onal resource for the
community. By virtue of its accessibility, setting,. mtegnty and ofher attributes, the place facilitates.
public education through on-site mterpretatron .

A 2011 Conservation Management Plan Rewew by Godden Mackay Logan mcludes
- Significance — landscape elements — High/Medium (p.71) :
Exceptional: relationship of main building to its landscaped sefting and wrder surroundings (mc!udmg
key views to and from the building, Yarafla’s curtifage including all major landscape-and garden
features — approach drive, frees, ferraces, pathways, elc).

- Conservation Prnciples (pp.112-13):
6.3.4 — Seiting Components
Policy 16 — site roads and front drive (including. ..} should be refained and mamtamed in therr current
layout and character pending further detailed research.






