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R E C E m D  
- 1 SEP 2011 

The Director 

General Purpose Standing Committee No. 5 
Parliament House 
Macquarie St  
Sydney NSW 2000 

To whom it may concern, 

CSG iiiiilifig r ~ p i ~ ~ i i r l s  il SerimS LhraI lo wafer resources due 10: 

I. The potential for dmwdown and contamination of groundwater aquifers, including potential for major 
cumulative impacts on the Great Artesian Basin. 

2; The pollution of surface water systems from 'waste' water, leading to serious reductions in water quality. 
3. The use of large volumes of water for drillingand &king in water systems that are already over-allocated, 

such as the Murray-Ddig Basin. 
4. The location of CSG wells on sensitive floodplains and in water catchments. 

CSG mining represents a serious risk to human health: 
1. Due to notential contamination of water used for human mnsumption and amicultuml ~roduction with - 

chemicals used in drilling or frack'mg as well as those present in the coal seam. 
2. From leakage of toxic methane and other gases during gas production and migmtion of methane into water 

supplies. 
3. T h u g h  poor management of chemicals and use of toxic chemicals without full disclosure, particularly 

during 6acking and drilling. 
CSG mining produces vast quantities of waste that represent a serious environmental risk: 

1. Management of waste water is highly problematic and leads to environmental degradation where storage, 
leakage, spillage and discharge occurs. 

2. Treahnent of waste water results in the production of a highly concentrated 'brine' by-product, that is 
extremelv difficult to dispose of without causing h m .  

I ask that a fd l  moratorium o; all forms of ma1 se& gas drilling until the environmental, social and health 
impacts have been rigorously and independently assessed. Con1 seam gas exploration and mining to be made 
subiect to all relevaGenvir&ental lieislation. includine the native veeetation and water management laws. .-- a~~~ ~ 

~~~~ ~ ~" u - 
'lhc prnvicinn of st;lnding to cnsqn that thc mmm~~nity has full legal rights lo challeny :md cnfnrce 
envinmrnenol laws unclct which we1 scam rxs con~~~anics arc oncratinc. 'lhc orovision of a rich1 in the .-- ~ - - ~ ~ ~ ~  ~ - ~ ~~~ ~ ~~~ .. - .  - 
Petroleum (Onshore) Act to allow landholders to refuse consent for mal seam gas exploration or production 
on their land. A prohibition on coal seam eas exnloration and minine in im~ortant bushland valuable - .  
farmland, gmund~ater aquifers, residen:ial m a s  and public lands. A requirement that all chcmicals used in 
coal seam gas drilling or fracking must be assessed by the chemical regulator for use for that purpose before 
being approved for use. 

With Regards 

Ch& Woollev. 


