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I have lived in Mathoura my entire life. I am appalled at the corrupt and unjust manner 
the Millewa State Forest has been converted into a National Park. We have taken great 
pride in growing and manageing the forest over the past 100 years. 
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24th July 2012 
 
 
Mr Robert Brown MLC 
Chair, General Purpose Standing Committee No. 5 
Legislative Council, Parliament House 
Macquarie St 

SYDNEY NSW 2000 

 

Dear Sir 

Re: Submission for Inquiry into public land management 

My family first came to Mathoura about 1865, just a few years after the town was first 
surveyed. 

That year, according to the Deniliquin Pastoral Times, they bought a block of land at the 
edge of the forest on part of the Moira pastoral lease.  

It appears to have been the first block in the district sold under the provisions of the 
Robertson Land Act. 

Various members of the family bought more land in the area. Before the state forests were 
proclaimed and private lands were resumed, parts of Gulpa Island were owned by 
members of my family. 

So when I talk about the forests it is with a lot of pride in what my ancestors did to build 
prosperity in this area. Members of every generation have either owned land within the 
forest area or worked in the forests, sometimes both. 

ABOVE: Crump family members hauling logs in 1915. 
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I have worked in the forests all my life. I learned a lot of what I know about trees and 
timber from my father who was also a timber cutter and a woodworker. 

Therefore I was deeply disappointed that the Natural Resources Commission and the 
NSW Government did not inquire further into matters like the real age of the trees, the way 
they can survive long droughts and the way they recover even when heavy logging is 
carried out. 

A report in the Pastoral Times said that during World War 2 more than 5 million railway 
sleepers were cut in the Millewa forest. Yet the forest is still there and shows no trace of 
the huge amount of felling done during what were mostly years of serious drought. 

It is assumed the demand for such an enormous number of sleepers was because 
maintenance of railway lines such as the transcontinental railway was important for the 
safety of troop trains and wartime supplies. 

Admittedly this information only came to light recently and by chance but there would have 
to be supporting evidence in Forestry Commission files as the paper said the information 
was supplied by them. The NRC appears not to have researched historical documents. 

I have attached a photocopy of the newspaper report over page. 

If they had known about this perhaps they would not have miscalculated the sustainable 
yield potential as badly as they did. 

The demand for almost 300,000 bags of charcoal was also due to the war when petrol 
rationing led to wide-spread use of “gas producers” on motor vehicles. 

The forests are not “old growth” - they are a product of white settlement. 

We have a map obtained from the state archives office in Sydney, drawn by a government 
surveyor in 1848. It does not show any trees in the area where the forest grows today, only 
sandhills and reed beds. This backs what our ancestors told us! The only forests marked 
on the map are box forests on the west side of the Gulpa Creek. 

So white settlement grew a forest for logs and in doing so created habitat for the flora and 
fauna that was not there before. And is now locked up! 
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However he did agree that the slow response to fire salvage after the March 2008 fire in 
the Moira forest was a waste of resources.  Although Forests NSW wanted a quick 
decision so that the trees killed by fire could 
be salvaged while their wood was still green, 
a Land Court decision which in effect gave 
the power of veto to the NSW National Parks 
Association on compartments to be 
harvested, resulted in a delay of almost two 
years on the Order of Works requested by 
FNSW. By that time the timber had dried and 
cracked to such an extent that almost all of 
the trees in an area of at least 500 hectares 
were only suitable for firewood.   

PHOTO (right): Salvaged logs showing extent of 
cracking due to delayed removal. 

If this is an example of how the National 
Parks Association wanted the forest managed 
I fear for the future of the trees because of the 
association's influence over the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service. 

We know that influence was there and so did 
the minister responsible. At a meeting held at 
Gulpa Sawmills in Deniliquin Frank Sartor 
offered legislation to remove the power of the 
NPA if the industry would accept the five-year 
phase out of logging in the Millewa forests 
(this was in the original Bill). 

He also told us the national park was needed to satisfy the demands of the Greens. 

He said: “I am going to give you a lesson in politics. The Greens hold 15% of the votes. 
We need those votes to stay in power. They want a significant national park and they want 
it in red gum.” 

We all heard him say that but he later claimed that he did not say it! 

I am glad this inquiry is being held because we want the public to know the truth about the 
way the issue was handled. There was never any justification for shutting down the timber 
industry. 

The main reason given for the decision was that the trees were dying of thirst. 

The NRC saw the forests at the worst possible time after many years of drought. I believe 
they were panicked by questionable forecasts of future climate conditions. 

Now that the drought has broken the forests have had water in them for three consecutive 
years. That was partly natural and partly man-made. If the NRC had been given the three 
years that the Victorian inquiry took they would have had a chance to see at first-hand how 
quickly the forests respond not just to a good flood but to the rainfall which broke the 
drought locally weeks before the flood arrived.  

 






