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Submission to *“Impacts of Coul Seam (as lnquiry”

Dear Sir,

The und‘ersigned ol this ;ul;mission totally reject coal seam pas exploration und 1"r1ining in the
Bacrami Creek, Baerami, Kerrabee, Widden Valley, Martindale Creck and surrounding

area’s.

Interference with water

.l’ " - - . - .
W L.?[)[)OSE coal searn gas {or the buge risks it poses to our surface water and underground
aquifers. - ’

J::.aierp‘rxses m our tocal arca include - world renownced thoroughbred studs, cattle dairies,
olive farms, pecan farms_._vmeyards, commercial beef cattle, extensive lucerne hay
production, apiarists and vartous other niche enterprises which sell at the loce] Fanners

- Markets. : '

Every fanming enterprise is dependent on clean reliable waler for brrigation, stock and
houschold requirements.

The potential risk of contamination and poisoning is tolaliy unacceplable, particulurly if the
mining companies engage in “fracking’ with the accompanying chemicals, The ARBC four
COPIErs prograwm clearly demosstrates the problems that can be caused to the aquifer
and fand by FRACKing., This process should be banned in Austrakia,

Dewatering of the coal seam beds to allow gas flow is of huge concern. Where io store ihig
saline and sometimes (oxic water is an immense problem. Evaporation ponds on our
floodplain flatz would be unthinkable. Environmental damage frorm leaking or breached dams
could be catastrophic. '

Evideuce of sach leaks can be seen in the attached photos mavked Attachmeat 1 and
Atiachment 2.

Adverse mipact on rural land

Most fasins in this areu are small acreage, Any interterence from exploratory work or 5‘:0_&1_
seam gas production would have an extremely adverse impaci on whoever's paddock 1t is in.

The noise, dust, potential gas leaks and unsightliness of drilling rigs would be totally
unaccepable.

Accesy roads dividing small paddecks into smaller onss aguis, would cerfainly aftect
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machinery movements such as ploughing, haymaking, sceding, harvesting as well s inlerlere
with stock movement and warering.

- The impact of abandoned sites iat are not rehabilitated show the dama‘ge that ean be done.
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Evidence of such damage can be seen in the photos Marked Attachroent 3
Land values

As soott as coal sean gas mining is mentioned in an area land values can expect to fall 30%
or more — that is if you could find a buyer. This has happened at Bunnan near Scone, NSW,

Compensation to tandowners subjected to exploration and production 1s totally inndequate
when considering the revenue generaled.

Infrastruciure impacts

The infrastructure associated with coal seam gas production such as pipelines, compressor
stations and well heads are all unacceptable infringements on anyone’s property or tifestyle.

Local roads could not be expected to cope with the thousands of vehicular movements needed
to service the coal seam gas exploration and extraction processes. The roads up local valleys
are only one car wide in many places. With so many extra velicles, especially trucks, the risk
of u serious accident is considerable, particularly at schoo! bus tincs.

Social license

" [ {his area the Aboriginal community ate exploring & tetumn to firestick farming us a weans

of connecting back to country and caring for country. Alter a 6 month planning process the
community culminated with a fraining activity and a cultural burn day where they invited the
wider community to pariicipate. Fire and pas mix REALLY WELL.

Waollemi National Park

Wollemi National Park is part of the World Heritage Listed Greater Blue Mountzins National
Park and is home to the Wollemi Pine.

Martindale, Widden angd particularly Baerami Creek are long narrow valleys. The cconornics
of scale in developing a pas field within these nprrow confines needs close scrutiny.

One must wonder if the miners intend extracting gas from under the National Park in order to
Justify the development of their Exploratory License.

Woltemns National Park bad no depth restriction placed on it when it was gazeited. n other
words i i3 regarded as ‘to the centre of the earth’ — no mining whatsoever.

How will mining activities be monitored several hundred metres underground, when gas

" companies can presently horizontally drill for up to 8 km’s and frack up 1o 400 metres?

Yours Truly
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