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What is your connection to the Grafton Gaol? (eg, employee, town resident)

Town Resident relying on local businesses to stay in business. People and
family members do not want to travel and should not be forced to travel to
other nearby large towns if more businesses close (we live on the worst
section of the Pacific Highway still not upgraded and unlikely to be,
following the release of Infrastructure NSW's report). I am the mother of
a daughter who has a family business in the hospitality industry in the
Clarence Valley. 1 am also a grandmother concerned for the job
opportunities available to her grandchildren (3) who live in the Clarence
Valley. My grandson went to live in Sydney whilst undertaking an
Apprenticeship, he was extremely homesick and his parents had to
supplement his rent to enable him to stay in Sydney. After completing 3
years of his apprenticeship, the cost of living there, mean't that he could not
afford to complete his final year as his parents were no longer able to



F
i

suppiement his rent and an Apprentice salary s exir E‘ﬁ%ﬁg% low. Heleftio
come back to the Clarence Vallev and wanted to compiete his theory st
PANE but has been advised that he is yoable to do so, unless he has
employment. There are ne opportunites in the Clarence Valley Tor
employment in his field, As a resident 1 am concerned af the future
economic prospects of the town and the successive State Governments who
aave pork barrelled sther towns over the vears inclading the currvent NSW
government{ Taree and Port Macquarie Electorates), to the deiriment of the

Clarence Valley.

Why

s

s s Grafton Gaol important to the community of Grafton?

Flie Gratton Gaol was one of the last laroer emplovees remaining in the
Clarence Valley,

The Clarence Valley have lost the Dairy Farmers Factory, Tacheys
Browery, the Abbottolrs (2011 the Mateh Factory the Agricultural
Research Station and other large businesses over the yeuars. The NSW
governneni continues to reduce the number of public sector jobs in the
town. The future for employment in the town is bleak and unemplovment is
one of the & §g§§g§;§ in MEW. The employees at the gaol whe have children
and who may have to leave the town to oblain employment or transfer to
other g;«séﬁg will have to withdraw their chiidren from schools. This has an
Bnpact on class sizes and potential closures of local schools. ‘%"%ﬁé%ﬁ loss of
tcome fo the Jocal evonomy impacis on the potentinl earning capacity and
viability of small to mediam size businesses in the valley. Manyv small
business shops are alveady vacant and an increase in vacant shops in the
onily major shopping eentre in fown has scourred sinee the gaol was
downsized, Any emplovees who lived out @? town such as Coffs Harbour
amd worked z2¢ the gaol still spent money in the Clarence Valley, which alsg
supported local business, now they will not be doing that. I fear for the
mental health of our vouth because of the lack of job é?%‘}{éé?%“%iéﬁ;é eq, and
what impacis this even further is that the Clarence Valley has no Mental
Health Services. The nearest menis! health fucility is in Lismore which is a
270 ki, 3 hour round trip away, via the treacherous Pacific Highway or
the isolated Summertand Way, Furthermore, U have empathy for our

indigenous population, who will be transferrved from the Grafton Gaol away
from thelr Tumily support group. §§%$: g5 of having family close by will

only add to their despair of being %i’%é‘%%i"é:éjé‘ ed, Families of indigenous
& iy

prisoncrs would not have the financial means el fong distances for



visiting their loved ones,

FHlow will the closure or downsizing of Grafion Gaol affect employment
opportunities in vour community?

The Clavence Valiey has one the highest uneraployment rates in NSW, the
downsizing of not only the g g ol but other public sector jobs by the NSW
sovernment will only add to the growing Hst of unemployment. Young
peopie need job i’%§%§’§i’%‘i”i§.§'§%§§§3‘%§ not only for thelr seff esteern but in order to
remuin near their Tamiles for support. Older gael employees face emplover

e

rias against emploving persons over the age of 45 yvears. The nearest major
towns Tor employment are Colls Harbour and Lismore., Coffs Harbour is a

@

2 hour round trip of 167 kms, %égmg;sé“a is 3 hour round trip of 270 kms.

How will the ¢losure or downsizing of Grafton Gaol affect local business
and the local economy of Grafton?

The mmpact on my davghters business which operates seven days per weslk
12 hours per day has alveady seen a reduction in hours for emplovees, due
to « stowdown in business. Any é’;s}%;;;%é;%‘f; or service industry in the fown
will be severely impacted and the firef businesses and jobs (o go. I that is
extrapolated throughout the valley it means a:%mé: there will be even higher
anemployment. If certain shops close due (o economical loss, of course
people will have to travel from Grafion to either Lismore or Coffs Harbour
for ceriain shopping needs. The elderly will not travel on the Pacific
Hizhway between those major towns because it is the worst streteh of the
i

other major road is the Summeriand Way to Lismore which s extremely

ghway unfinished with no sign of it being completed any time soon. The

isolated in the event of a brealkidown and bear in mind a large number of
ehderly people shun technology, like mobile phones and there is Hmited
seception on that vead. Further loss of fobs in this community mean that

of sur fown. Youth become inereasingly bored and disaffected from the
rest of the community which may increase crime rates. There is a hizgh
tevel of indigenou ith in the Claresce Vailey and it was difficult enough
for those *}zgm‘ééé i %:ézsm;}fé& for jobs prioy to the gaol downsizing it will now
become even harder for them due o the lareer numbers of people vying Tor
the smaller number of job vacancies. The sovry state of empty shops will
ensure that people who may be looking te move o the North Coast will by



pass the Clavenve Valley for a town with better economie credentials,

Thank vou Jor the voportanity to give feedback, the residents in the
s

i
irence Valley need help. Al the residents want is the Austalian "fair

" prinviple and a glice of the NSW government taxation pic that ¢

help ereate and that other centres already receive,
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