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From: Jenny Gardiner

To: Steven Reynolds

Date: 19/08/05 16:34.25

Subject: Fwd: Submission to General Purpose Standing Commitee 4 Highway Upgrades

11:32:34 am Friday, 19 August 2005 >>>
The Honorable Jenny Gardiner,
Please accept the attached submission regarding the upgrade of the Pacific Highway. A copy has also
been faxed to 02 9230 3408.

Dayne Mearns
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SUBMISSION TO THE INQUIRY INTO THE PACIFIC HIGHWAY UPGRADES
TO THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL OF NSW
General Purpose Standing Committee Number 4.
August 19, 2005

My name is Dayne Mearns. | am an architect & company director living in
Tintenbar and my property is affected by the upgrade of the Pacific Highway
between Tintenbar and Ewingsdale known as the project T2E. | drive between 40-
50,000 kilometres per year; much of this on the Pacific Highway between Coffs
Harbour and Brisbane (which is the location of my head office). | cycle regularly
in the project study area.

Recenily | was selected as a member of the Community Liaison Group {CLG) for
the T2E project and was elected by the CLG to attend a route options workshop
with the government agencies.

When | moved to the northern rivers region in the late 1970s | lived in a number of
locations including Ballina, Byron Bay, Alstonville, Bangalow and Knockrow to
gain an insight as to the best location to live. Eventually | determined that |
wanted to live between the coast and the highway but far enough away from
the highway fo avoid it's adverse impacts. Prior to purchasing the property |
made enquires with Ballina Shire Council and was informed that the long term
plan was for the land between Ross Lane and Ballina to be eventually urban.

The property | purchased and have raised my family on has sweeping views of
Lennox Head and Seven Mile Beach with the light from Byron Bay lighthouse in
the distance. it is 1 kilometre from the highway with frontage to Ross Lane. The
property also looks down to Sandy Flat in the south and we regularly see the
flashing lights of emergency vehicles attending accidents at the Sandy Flat
Road -~ highway intersection which is 2km distant.

Our plans 1o expand the original 2 bedroom house were put on hold in 1992
when the RTA announced the study for the Ballina by-pass upgrade of the
highway. Following the final route selection in 1998 we proceeded to more than
double the size of our residence, add a pool, renew fencing, construct cattle
yards and plant trees. We understood then that we had certainty and that the
Ballina bypass was to be completed by 2002 finishing at the intersection with
Ross Lane. Ballina Shire Council also recognized this certainty by rezoning the
area as Urban Investigation 1D as foreshadowed prior to purchase.

Following the opening of the Chinderah highway upgrade and the decision fo
allow B-doubles on to the Pacific Highway, we noted a very considerable
impact both in terms of traffic volume and noise, particularly exhaust braking at
night. As a regular night highway user { would make the following observations:
e ltisrare to see police highway patrols after dark except during
school holidays,

Dayne Mearns,
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There is a significant number of heavy vehicle drivers who ignore
speed limits and road rules at night.

To introduce B-doubles onto known trouble spofts such as the infersection of
Sandy Flat Road -~ Pacific Highway appears to be at the least reckless and
almost criminal. Reducing the speed limit in this area to 70kph is meaningless late
at night. Yet recent trips along the nationally designated heavy vehicle route,
the New England Highway, have shown this has become a ghost highway.

My objections to the widening of the T2E study area are as follows:

We have made significant investment decisions following the
approval of the Ballina by-pass route and it's subsequent design. If
one cannot rely on the published determination of the route then
what faith can be placed in any RTA decision.

The inclusion of the coastal flats info the study area has led to the
consideration of route options which are considerably more
expensive in terms of construction and land acquisition. This was
confirmed to me at a CLG meeting by the RTA's geotechnical
engineer and the collapse of road works in dry condifions in the
nearby Teven area with identical subsoil conditions demonstrate
this. See today's Northern Star article attached. Our view is that the
greater cost will lead to longer delays in undertaking the project
with consequent additional accidents and fatalities on the existing
highway. Work has not commenced on the Ballina by-pass which
was due for completion 3 years ago, yet this section of highway is
likely to be considerably more expensive, parficularly if sited on the
coastal flafs.

The proposed route through the Dufficy’s Road / Mcleish Road /
Glenross Drive area will destroy a rural / residential community of
over 20 houses within 500metres of our property which has been
here forlonger than we have. These are our neighbours and
friends.

The proposed route option through our property will destroy our
family’s heritage. We have designed and built our home in a
fabulous location. | have been encouraged by my business
pariners to relocate to a capifal city or to one of our overseas
offices but have chosen to remain here. Our children's hand prints
as toddlers are in our paths and we have seen frees planted as
seedlings grow to maturity.

The widening ignores the planning by Ballina Shire Council
subsequent to the adoption of the Ballina by-pass route where the
area has been rezoned.

In conclusion | strongly wish to express my desire to see the highway retain the
approved Ballina by-pass route and remain essentially on it's current corridor

between Tintenbar and Ewingsdaie. Additionally, | would strongly urge that B-
doubles be returned to the New England highway. This will reduce fatalities in

Dayne Mearns,
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the period up to when T2E is eventually built and return the inland route the
revenue it has fraditionally relied upon.
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