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Please find attached People with Disability Australia and the Aboriginal Disability Network’s
supple mentary submission to the Legislative Council Social Issues Committee Inquiry into
Closing the Gap - Overcoming Indigenous Disadvantage and it’s interim Report.

If you 1ave any enquiries regarding this fax please contact 8370 3100.

Yours sincerely

Ao fos.

Sonya ice-Kelly
Senior Advocate — Systemic Advocacy
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Standing Committee on Social Issues
Parliament House

Macquarie St

Sydnery NSW 2000

Dear Zommittee Members

Legislative Council Social Issues Committee Inquiry, Closing the Gap —
Overcoming Indigenous Disadvantage Response to Interim Report

Thant: you for your correspondence regarding the Interim Report of the Standing
Commiittee on Social Issues Inquiry info Overcoming Indigenous Disadvantage. For the
purposes of this supplementary submission People with Disability Australia (PWD) and the
Aboriginal Disability Network NSW (ADN) present this as a joint submission.

Focus of the Interim Report

PWD and the ADN acknowledge the substantive nature of the Committee’s interim report
and how it has considered issues for Aboriginal people with disability living in NSW.
However we are concerned that within the Summary of Issues for Consideration there is
no spacific mention of the needs of Aboriginal people with disability as they relate to the
theme: areas. As highlighted in both our original submissions Aboriginal people with
disability have significant unmet needs in relation to effective service delivery, their
repres;entation as a group, environment and infrastructure, health and wellbeing,
educetion, employment, housing, incarceration and the criminal justice system and a
range of other issues.

Given the approach of the Committee to cluster together the issues raised in its /nterim
Repoit we are concerned that there is a risk of losing the critical focus and emphasis of
issues; effecting Aboriginal people with disability in terms of the implementation strategies
that a'e developed in response to this Inquiry. This is a continual frustration for PWD and
the ADN.
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Recoimmmendations to the NSW Government

Given that 37% of the Indigenous population are people with disability or people living with
a long term health condition it is our view that all recommendations arising from this Inquiry
must incorporate an inclusion strategy for Aboriginal people with disability.

Funding representative organisations of and for Aboriginal people with disability should be
a priolity recommendation of this Inquiry. Such funding must allow for both individuai and
systeriic advacacy as without these mechanisms the voice of Aboriginal people with
disabi ity will continue to be unheard and their needs unmet. This is essential to ensuring
the efiective representation of the views of Aboriginal people with disability.

In terms of specific recommendations for the NSW Government to key issues highlighted
in the Interim Report, we refer the Committee to the detailed recommendations outlined in
the Aboriginal Disability Networks Telling It Like it Is Report. This Report was submitted
with the ADN's first submission to the Committee, but is also available at
www.pwd.org.au/adnnsw

We would welcome an opportunity to appear before the Committee to inform it in greater
details: of the unmet needs of Aboriginal people with disability living in NSW. For further
information please contact Damian Giriffis at the Aboriginal Disability Network NSW on 02

9370 3100 or damiang@pwd.org.au

Yours sincerely

Therese Sands Damian/Griffis
A/Co-Zhief Executive Officer Execuie Officer
Peopl:z with Disability Aboriginal Disability Network
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