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Dear sirfmadam,

I uuderstand from an ABC program that this is the closing day for submissions frum
the public on the subject of the NorthWest Rail or Metro Link.

Please consider this submission. I do not live i the NW Sector, but do visit it
occasiomtly, and am inferested in the futuce needs for Sydrey's transport.

1. Because of the needs to keep the NSW spending budget under tight consiraints, [
believe that the most sensible course is to scrap the idea of the Metro-Ral and go
back to the original idea of a rail-link from Epping Station {o the North West. My
thinking is in line with that of Garry Glazebrook, the UTS plauning expert who
published an article in the Sydney Morning Herald, just aftcr the news came oat that
the NSW budget would need to be cut back because of unforseen shortfalis.

2. 1 believe that this is the right course and is certauly preferable to axing the project
altogether. It has already been planned for, so planuing costs can be minimised.

3. While the Metro link would bave also served the Ryde-Gladesville and luner West
areus, thege are already reasonubly well served Ly buses, and mauy of those who want
fagter transport by rail, and use park and ride, or kiss and ride are likely 10 acoess the
new railway stations at Macquarie University, Macquaric Park and Delhi Road. The
use of these stations should be momitored once the new Epping-Chatswoud Raliway
OpEDS.

4. Like muny others, includivg respected planners, I considered it questionable to
have an entirely different system running atongside the current City Raul netwock, and
tended to believe it would be better to have a railway scrvice to the new areas which
1s fully mtegrated with the present network

5. The fact that the North-West area needs a rail link is evidenced by the fact thatit is
being ¢alled a Growth Arca. The Government cennot honestly have it both ways, I€ it
is & Growth Areu it needs a form of transport independent of roads, which are subject
to congestion, If the Government is uot prepared to give it that nccessary transport it
should scrap the Growih Arca idea. To make it a Growth Arca and then go miserly on
transport is to ask for problems - traffic, environmental, social, enecgy, greenhosuse
adverse etc,

6. Past plans were for developments which were plunned with 2 promised tatl hnk to
the City clearly understood. The Government should always attempt to Tulfil its
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prowises. A delayed promise is better thau a promise where the Goverwnent has
coinpletely reneged on the deal.

7. To minimise costs the Government should take as much as possible of the rail fink
above ground, rather than underground. People generslly do not like underground
trips which are boring and devoid of scenery. The Goverwment seems o bave had no
qualms about bludgeoning out corridors for Motorways, but has theydecided 10 go
eaviroumentally seasitive when it has come fo ratlways, hence the ndiculous aud
dunaging decision to put the Epping-Chatswood Railway under the Lane Cove River
rather than by bridge, a foolish decision which has caused cost over-runs, engiucering,
problems, delays, and will rsult in a much less atlvactive rail tnp.

8. § believe that the Government should aim at an over-ground corridor acioss Darling
Mills State Forest and Excelsior Reserve. That would minumise costs, and get the
Raiudway very close to the targeted area, the Hills Area und would allow for serac
above ground travelling, and thus a more scenic trip. {Maps attached)

Any damage 10 these areas would be cotupensated by the tuct that we bave {o consider
overall environmental consequences, and a railway is important to eliminate
greenbiouse enmissions Gom the large number of cars which end up being used g a {ast
rail link is ot built. In any case the Govermment has been prepared to damuge [orests
and packlands {or motorways which are uiuch less environmentally [fendly.

9. The Hills Area 1s a growing area, and includes some big trip generators. For
example it has by far the largest church i Australia - the Hillsong Church. The
population 1s generally young, and there are many children who wall need trauspodt to
businesss districts when they grow up and enter the workforce, at the same tiwe as
their parents are still m the workforce. The Govemment should plau for this increasc
1 the ares's workforce.

10. Compared with other areas, the Hills Area defmitely needs a mil link. Residents ol
my arey, the East Hills aren would not like to be told it does not aeed a railway, bul

the Hills Area is bigger, and its need for a Railway is greuter than my arca. Logically
therefore u ratlway should definitely be built.

Yours ﬁii‘rhfully,

< Gmham Hoskin.
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