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Hon. Jenny Gardiner MLG
Chairperson

General Purchase Standing Committee No. 4
Parliament House

Macquarie Street

Sydney NSW 2000

Dear Chair and Committee

Improvement in bus service levels for the last twenty years on the nearby Windsor Road to

in the Parramatta CBD, A repeat of the Sydney CBD bus congestion with the addition of more
private buses being added to the existing Sydney STA bus congestion.

Parramatta and Baulkham Hills Councils accordingly concentrated high density development
along this Old Northern Road, Windsor Road and Church Street main bus route to Parramatta,

As Premier, Bob Carr then ignored his previous light rail plan and route, changed the pfan to two
separate busways to Parramatta and changed the Rouse Hill route to the low density
development Old Windsor Road route. Obviously lower construction costs along the Old Windsor
Road green field corridor dictated the change of route and not population densities.

Constant claims now of the success of this renamed Rouse Hill busway to transitway are not
based on any modal split study. This study would show bus patronage stili declining as a
percentage of the ever growing car use population. See attached SMH report dated 15.10.08
which details an ever declining public fransport modal split.

Woolworths new national Head Office is located at Belia Vista, adjacent to the Old Windsor Road
transitway. Why then does Woolworths contract their own bus service to transport their staff to
both Parramatta and Seven Hills rail stations? Perhaps Woolworths could answer this?

Govermnment preference for busways is based on Treasury preference for up front cheaper cost,
not long term passenger. capacity or operating costs. The Baulkham Hills M2 bus service to
Sydney CBD requires onie driver to transport about 60 passengers for about & three hour peak

This current system of buying buses and topping up the fare box for private bus operators, with
no control of service standards, ensures that services are minimized to maximize profits. That is
why countries [ike the USA carry out independent cast operation studies when planning public
transport. These studies lead to the States and Federal government funding the construction and
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then tender the operation with fares and service levels set in the operation contract. That is why
the USA has over the last 10 years, built over 100 light rail systems, :

Forest Coach Lines which Operates a bus service between St Ives and Sydney CBD has broken
ranks and pointed out the impossible infrastructure logistics of more and more buses and souring
oil costs. What is nof said is that while the government buys natural gas buses for the STA, it

both Hoxton Park and Castle Hill to Parramatta. Parramatta to West Ryde, Sydney CBD and onto

The proposed NAW Metro would destroy the Chrisfie Plan to overcome the major congestion
problems on the Western line and also prevent the planned direct rail links from both the NW and
Western line to the planned fourth largest employment zone in Australia being developed at
Macquarie Park. See atiached SMH reports dated 7.05.08, 18.09.08 and 27.09.08.

Also attached are submissions made to Ministry of Transport dated 5.05.08 and Parramatta City
Council dated 25.08.08, outlining concerns regarding Region 4 Bus Network Service Review,
route changes, service levels, fares inequity and Parramatta Interchange problems. No replies to
these concerns have been received,

A major action to resojve Sydney's transport and planning problems is the need to establish a
single body controlling all transport including public transport, road building as well ag fares,
timetable/ service connections and funding. See attached SMH reports dated 2.06.05 and 4.03.08

supparting this need.

The key problem to new infrastructure funding is GST and Federal funding to the States which
has left NSW seriously underfunded with crumbling infrastructure. It is hoped this inquiry will

Yours faithfully

L P e % ’ :
“John Lonéion



How Costa drove transport off the rails |

Linton Besser ™ .
Transport Reporter

SYDNEY’S use of public trans-
port has fallen way behind that
of other Australian cities and
the former fransport minister
‘and treasurer Michael Costa
must wear much of the blame,
says a membeyr 6fthe Infrastrue-
ture Australia advisory board,
Peter Newman, the former
INSW sustainability commissioner,
said Mr Costsa’s renowned aver-
sion to expensive rail projects
was partly why public transport
usage in Sydney had failed to
kee;l:ﬂpace with the growth in
population. o

Buses pulled from streets ~ again

Atieast 15 buses have been
pulled from Sydney's streets
after cracks were found in the
nine-year-old vehlicles - the
latest of a string of mechanical
failures to plague the State
Transit Authority,

A “fatlgue crack” was found

on Monday after a driver -
reported a squeaking noise; -
by late yesterday identical
cracks had been discovered in -
14 other vehicles. The recallls -
the fourth in the past year.

Full story—-Page 2

His comments come as dra-
matic new figures show that
while Sydney’s population grew
by 4.1 per cent in the past five
years, the use of public trans-
port rose by only 1.4 per cant,

Fublic transport trips boomed
by 41 per cent in Brisbane
between 1997 and last year and
by 33 per cent in Melbourne in

the past decade, according to

new analysis by the Bureau of

Infrastructure, Transport and i
Regional Economics,

But in Sydney, trips grew by :
just 2.7 per cent, and were com- |
pletely swallowed by the

- 10.4 per cent growth in popu-

lation. over that time, H
. “What are thosé other peaple :
doing? They are on thieroad,” Dr
Newsman said. “Tt meatis Sydney §
is going backwards, with more :

" people and less public.transport. ;

beingused. .- [ - .

“The neglect” 6f the rail ;
system is obvious.” '

The Curtin University professor |
of sustainability was appointed ;
in May to the Infrastructure i
Confirued Page 2

FromPagel

Australia advisory board, which

will help direct the Federal

Government ‘as to how best to

spend the $20 billion Building

Australia fund. .
He said the NSW Government

had made a critical mistake in_ .
abandoning its 10:year plan to -

expand the CityRail network

with new lines to the north-west .

and through the GBD. _
“I was very disappointed in
seeing fthe plan] dumped,” he

said. “It was the cornerstone of — g staggering 58,6 per cent,

the whole planning process-and
ment in particilar” Mr Newman.

remembered,”. - ;

 Mi Gosta, when contacteri';ﬁ}'f

“on" Sydney’s rail system havé
increased by only 6.6 per cent.

“Mr Costa was alvays against : ceﬂ?ti&:t@.reen 1997 and last year.

| In Sydneyit fell 2.1 per cent.

The comparable figure in.
Brisbane was 39.5 percent, and - ?
" vin.Melbourne, the increase was

against public- ttanspoit invest- |
said. “His legacy theré will be

| the Hérald, declined to commegt; | .
«In the past decade, jotirneys

}

3
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. Sydney's strongest growth
‘aeross: public fransport modes .
‘was actually in light ail, where
trips iiicteased by:59.6 per cent.
Mr Newman said the Hgures
were So stark they were “worse *
than 1 thought”, and could be -
attributed both to the growth in
tollways and the NSW Govern-
ment’s mismanagement of rail.

“The fundamental faflure in

..Sydney was not to have planned
for that expansion,” he said.  +} -

the Metropolitan Strategy. lrwas  -: ' In Brisbane, where billions of

* “All they wanted was to keep

an oufcome of the processes of -

placning ... and coming up.with
infrastructure asa result.” *
. He'said it was “intérnal poli-
tics” that killed the rail plan, for
which he sheeted home respons-

ibility to the ‘outspoken forrdier -

treasurer., . 7

" dollars are being spenton adedi-

- catéd busway network, bus
i, patronage increased by 152 per

1

the system going rather than ask-
ing gﬁv it could be expanded.”

'ROWING PAINS

assenger journays - millions
i Increasa gver five years
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ql‘ Prices contifue to risg

1 gtis setto cJ:iapg’e dmstlcalty

re; 6 1101 soars by
. fitre each year .fo 2017 the
number of peoplétrying to climb
aboard a Forest Coach Lines bus

betwaen Sl: Ives and the city

would climb 1600  per cent.
Instead] of carrying.about 1500
committers in the mo peak
-each iy, the buses would have w
transport more than 24,000 - an
almost, nnp0551ble task. While
TCUTTE tly has 70 buses m

5.cents a'litre would

fiber of commuters

leap to inoréithan 8600. :
A rail orametro line is the only'

Contmued Page 2

. F rom Paqe1

-'many pasiengers;

affect peoples spendmg L

- Demand an everyForestsemce
has soared over recent years. Ma-
bure, 20:year-Gld routes are grow-
mg 10 per cent a year and Mr
Royle says this will continite.

" yealistic way of transpornng this... j

There arefuge tracts of Syd-
ney that have vastly inadequate
pubhc transport and could suffer

y sequgnces. The-. ..

-report’s prédictiéns, prepared by

David Hensher and Zheng Li at
the Institute of Transport and

'1','cs Studles, .present. g
sday scenari

report says
“Bus’ pati 3

those zones -(Or.inte ZOT
would have a larget growth of
253per cent. If the $0.35 in-
crease ‘continued until 2017

there' would be a substantial
growth (e. 573.8 per cent) 1n
the ititer-zone bus patronage.”

Thie report found that by 2013,
if petrol prices increased by 50
cents a year, then demand would
swell more than 1425 per cent
along routes between the north-
er Beaches and Ku-#ing-gai,

“The implication ... for bus
use is quite’ clear-.-_While the op-
portunity to grow pafronage is
encouraging, the ability to do so,
given current capacity con-
straints, is very worrymg the
report says.

MrRoyle s sald the State Govem-
ment, needéd a long-term strategy
to cope with the challénges con-
fronting the transport industry.

“We need more priority for
buses and we need a strategy put
in place that says if the current
growth continues en this corri-
dor at this rate we will get to a
point where buses are not a sol-
ution and then heavy rail or
metro rail becomes a solution.”
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e % gefvices back to‘the
-had ‘before GityRail
sfimetable.in 2008, :
~i . frequencies of. trams i weekends
- weekddy off-peak timies-by-fusing four
* car irains operated by dnvez:—only gem; L
; i'the ‘o, network,

" ‘wish for  better ‘publie ;-

alance she_et? Here are

: -“esumated 312 billion cost by sinig the

| €hatsivood railway.line, Tt conndcts:the
| north:westein ‘suburbs;- the - rapidly}
the lowet |-~
‘| North Shore: and-the GBD, "and thereqs
¥ spare capamt:y ‘on the fouteto dé:t"

" At least séven or eight ¥nore trains-an. |-
: hour coild-be “introducéd ' ‘diuing the

.ow can NSW reconclle it lon Cﬂ:yRall I o s),‘ ey

‘soon to-be ~completéd™

Epping:

growing- Mdcquarie Park;

fnomiing peak: It caxi be built faster than.
the etrd because most of the planning |-

- and de.-ugn wirc is done, and it prcmdcs
ithatiy moré Sedis for long-dJstance tripss:!

N ﬂ‘he 'I'a.ngam trains ops

pendent -of the Test 6f tHe netwo

- transport and its perilous . :»mguse ‘of the Clea::wa pro_]eqtssuch as-

* the Bond1Junctmn turi-baclkarid dupli

lirie €an-be operated by, diiyers 4
ert guard,

j Our rallways'were

Jonce_much more

. The Zecond mﬁauve would: extend’

| tﬁe  light fail system wést from:Lilyfield

" tg serve other inner west suburbs, and

* | up Sussex Srreet in' the’ city to sexve thie-
| ‘Hiitgry ' Mile. Both extenisions-¢ould be -

uiidertaken quickly and cheaply. It's.

 high tifrie Sydriey built on the sutcess ‘of
its embryomc system —which had 10 per
- ent gmwth m pat:ronage last year —to- -

«. “liie Innerparcor the meto-— -from tne‘-
i.*CBD th, Eppmg needs to be'delayed-untl
" the:stat&s finances are-healthier; engin:
| ‘éering  difficulties are. r&solved, safid &
.| total‘metro nEtwork desigred,-one with’

“bther roites, such as along. Parramatta -
g Road and to the Warringah Peninisula..

_r,-‘..- .

* comifion sense but all are cost-effecnve e
and will faove Sydney | towards a more :
+.gitstainable transport system. -

- Light rail, buses and, potentlally
metros aré important to the city’s trans:

-port’ future, but CityRail remains ‘the

packbope. It carries almost’ 1'million

passengers a day and ‘handles 70 per - -
cent of the total distarice travelled on*
Sydney’s public transport Althoughitis -
-the ¢heapest of any mode in Sydriey.ona *

passenger-kilometre ‘bass, -t must be

. made more cost-effective;

" This -third inftative: would enable
‘other efﬁczency mepsures to ‘be intro-

d improve-thé? trding. ar ‘we
& -7 petigdswould aftract more passengers.

. timé trains spend af staficns and s allow

" 'gilstomér service. ofﬁcers, mprow.ng‘
Py fa A

K gettogethermth CityRail inanagerient
" and the unions to forge a new kind-of
« "stiviee, a service found in Hong Kong,

-with a 99.9 per cent on-time ruaning,

. "Even our own railways wete once

- 'steam-hauled Neweastle Rlyer was
-‘timed to the half-minute and was con~

“Br DrGarry Glazebrook is a seniar lecturer at the
‘Unidversity of Technology, Sydney. -

- For examp &,
eﬁends and in offpeak

geedmg up the schedules would save
equivalent of rifie trains. across the’
~'worth, - ._more : than, t
i itdl ‘costs. Runing
Ftrains ; mstead of exghf on

icn and ener R gl
ver-only crews woula reduce the

-guards to be retrained  as’ “drivers or

011 and the Cleas:ways Programi§com-.
‘Pleted, train services cotld be increased
‘by 20 percentin peak penods and evei’
more in thé off-peak services, Any new
sefvices, stch as those to south-western -
and north—western suburhs, could be
runmore éfficiently from day one. -« °
If thé Government is serfous about
nnprovmg Sydney’s transport it must

orin SwitzZerland, wherera train fslate if
itis 15 seconds behind schedule. * =

much more efficlent. T the 1960s the

31derab1y tuicker than today’s fastest
trains between Sydney and Newcastle.
This is the last chance for the
Government,"#4il management and
‘unions to improve Sydney’s transport
system, and: they can do it without
blowing the budget' '
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Metro throws planning on its head

Linton Besser
Transport Reporter

YEARS of carefud planning to link
Sydney’s housing, transport and
employment ibs has been jetti-
soned by the decision to abandon
aheavy rail line to Rouse Hill and
replace it with an independent
meiro line, Australiz’s top plan-
ning body has.warned.

The announcement of the new
$12 billion North West Metro has
scutiled the integrated transport
and housing policies that
underpinned the State Govern-
ment’s all-encompassing Metro-
politan Sirategy, says .the
Planning Institute of Australia.

Thousands of future north-

From Page 1

network. The line to Rouse Hill
was always premised on the link
between housing designated for
the north-west and the concen-
ation of jobs in areas between
Macquarie Park and Chatswood,
St Leonards and North Sydney!

. The new line will stli service
the north-west but will force com-
mrmters to change at Epping or
Wynyard to reach those employ-
ment hubs via CityRail lines.

“The Epping to Rouse Hill leg
should be retained as a heavy
rail corridor that is part of the
CityRail network,” the institute
says. “This [would] provide a
strong direct rail link between
the north-western parts of Syd-
ney and major employmeni lo-
cations on the northern side of
Sydney Harbour.”

The metro’ will carry up ro
30,000 passengers an hour to Epp-
ing, where many will be forced to
change to the CityRail network to
travel to this employment arc.
The Government has calculated
that 38 per cent of north-west

Unholy row

At least seven new bus lanes
are expected fo be created in
the city centre for World Youth
Day. The City of Sydney has
accused the State Government
of secret plans ta retain them
without consultation after the
six-day festlval. Page 2

west residents were expected to
travel by rail from their new
homes to jobs specifically created
in the “global arc” between
Macquarie Park and North Syd-
ney. But the metro will force
these commuters to interchange

at Epping to 4 line that now will
not have room for them. More
than 10,000 people an hour could
be stuck ar Epping during the
morning peak, competing for just
4000 spaces on the Epping to
Chatswood CityRail line,

The sudden shift of prictities -
from an $8 billion CityRail expan-
sion plan to a single nnderground
all-stops metro - has thrown into
doubt the very principles by which
hundreds of planning decisions
have been made. For instance, no
provision has been made for high-
density development at key stops
on the metro at Rozelle,
Divmnmoyne and Gladesville.

In a new policy paper, the insti-
tute says it supports the North-

West Metro line as far west as Epp-
ing, but that extending a subway
to Rouse Hill contravenes the
world’s best transport and land
use pripeiples. The meiro and “its
connefiivity with Victoria Road
overturns Years of careful plan-
ning by the State Government to
integrate land wse and Tt
planning for Sydney’s global city
corridor from Epping to the air-
port”, it says. .

The mefro was announced in
March as a replacement for the
38 billion Metropolitan Rail Ex-
pansion Program, which wonld
have included the North-West Rail
Link and a new rail line through
the CBD as part of the CiryRail
Continued Page 2

A BREAK IN THE ARC

North Wesf Rail Jink .~
(shelved) - - .
Was to direttly connect
with Macquarie Park,
LChatswood, St Leonards

and North Sydney, with 10
city-bound trains per hour. |

Sttt CRAPKIC 10500

€l
2 Lot
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Newcastle Line

passengers want to ‘access the
Macquarie Park corrider, as well
as Chatswood to North Sydney.
That means 11400 people an hour
in the peak will be trying to
change oq o a rail line that now

configured for a maximum of
4000 an hour betwesn Epping
znd Chatswood. Under the for-
mer rail plan, the capacity of the
Epping to Chatswood line would
have been substantially en-

LN Chatswood
4 / fz;st Leonards

hanced. The importance of a di-
rect connection was recognised
by the Government in its 2002
overview raport on the North-
West Rail Link. “The North-West
RailLink’s pri-naryaimis to allow

people from Sydrey’s north-west
direct access to employment,
shopping and community facili-
ties in the broaq area berween
Epping, Chatswocd, North Syd-
ney, fand} Sydney 2BD,” it said.
The institute is voncerned thart
strategic planning for Sydney was
largely underpinnet on a rail plan
that has now beeu shelved. It in-
cluded 3 aew CBY: rai! line that
would ease conge ::on ar starions

like Wynyard. Th- institute asks
ahoul the capacity f the already
prassured Wyrs:  “ support

forced intarchang. of passengers
a0 che CiyBadl o mveas”,

The Minister for Transport,
John Watlding said: “I weleome
the Planning Institute of Aus:.
ralia’s praise .., they have
Joined the chorus of suppori fo-
this vtal project.

“Pa zengers travelling o the
busin -.s centres ar Macquaris
Park, Shatswood anrdl orch
Sydn<; can interchung:
the ex :1ing CityRail narvork a-
Eppir- Wynyard, Muvri
and 5 ‘arnes statinn: "

wict .
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“beyond-Epping and replace-it With ‘the
“Thi§ saves-at-least-half the metro’s|:

-soon-tmbe wcomplétéd’™ Eppings

| growing:'Macquarie Park -the lowsr,
: N’orth Shore: and:the CBD, and thereijs|

Tl spare. capac.lty on the foute ‘to dé:it+"

At least séven or eight fnore whins-dn
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moming peak: I cari be built faster than |
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- the-state’s finances are healthier;. erigin:
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“other rotites, such as along: Parramatta
Road and to theWamngah Peninsula..
[+ Thesecond: initiative would ‘éxtend
the light Fail system west from: Lilyfield
tQ serve other inner west suburbs, and
“up Sussex Street in'the'city to serve the-
e. Botli extensions could be -

uTidertaken qulckly and cheaply It’s.
high time Sydrey built on the suctess ‘of -
its embryomc system —whiehhad 10 per

_halam:e shemet_?. Here -dre -

help Fust, scrép the: North™West -Mefro .-

. esumated $12 billion cost by usmg*the i

¥ Ehatswood railway. line. ¥ connects the |
‘|1 north-western “suburbs; the: rapidly]

_effluent ;

; " THe Infier part of the mefro— Tom. Eh'" :
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runmore : efficiently from day Gne.
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1mprovmg Sydney’s transport it must
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- 'sktvice, a service found in Hong Kong,
e e “ith 4 99,9 per cent on-time-running,
P ;ﬁ- s T orin Switzerland, where atrainislateif
comstion sense but all are cost-effective” : iris 15 seconds behind schedule, *© " "
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much more efficient, Tn the 1960s the
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Sydney’s public transport. Although it is “unjons to'improve Sydney’s trans
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on'-e?;much more

.passénger-kilometye ‘basis, -it must be blomng the budget

made more cost-effective: :
* This ‘third initiative: would enable - Dr Garry Glazebrook Is asenior lecturer at the
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Mr D Gray

Senior Project Officer — Transport Planning
Parramatta City Council

30 Darcy Street

Parramatta 2150

Dear Mr Gray
Parramatta Interchange and Bus Region 4 Review
Thank you for your letter dated 13.06.08 regarding the above.

Unfortunately to date, Parramatta City Council has a poor record in Transport
Planning. Rubber stamping busways without any independent transport planning
advice. Non consideration of the Hoxtomn Park - Parramatta — Baulkham Hills
1985 Draft Sydney Regional Envirommental Plan for light rail corridor has
led to an Bus Interchange that camnot cope with any future growth, Council's
poor planning of CBD bus routes, without consideration of user convenient
access, has also led to a costly rerouting of bus services,

The City of Sydney Council has engaged independent transport expert advice
which has recommended light rail system to overcome the ever growing bus
congestion in the Sydney CBD. The attached SMH report dated 10.01.06 ontlines
Sydney CBD growing bus congestion and provides adviece on how light rail has
been introduced in 100 cities worldlwide to overcome transport congestion,
The State Government continues te turn a blind eye to these overseas success

examples of light rail.

With regard to your réquest for more details of concerns generally regarding
the interchange and bus services, the following should be of assistance:

1. The submission to the MOT dated 5.05.08 detailed basic concerns regarding
inequity for Western Sydney residents served by private buses in service
levels, lack of services, ticketing, high fares and lack of interchange
transport services information and coordination. See attached SMH report
dated 7.06.07 which details the NSW Auditor—General findings which confirms
lack of any management of interchanges. The audit recommended the Government
appoint a coordinating body, which appears to be still under consideration.

2. The interchange problems is only the tip of the iceberg, lack of any
coordinated management of our transport system will perpetuate the shambles.
"One Operator Moves It Al11" in most other Australian capltal cities aad
overseas. See attached SMH report dated 2.06.05.

3. A previous inspection of the interchange on the 16.10.06, by concerned
members of the community with Ms Tanya Gadiel MP, was arranged by Councillor
C Wbrthlngton. The concerns raised then remain today.,

4., The concerns raised regarding a consistant fare scale across all
metropolitan bus services was a commitment by both the former Premier Bob
Carr and former Transport Minister Michael Costa, See attached SMH reports
attached dated 1.09.04 and 9.09.04, The attached SMH report dated 31.07.06
details the massive bus fares inequity suffered by private bus users compared
to government bus users. The 2004 Bus Review was promised to overcome the
major cross regional travel difficulties and fare costs for Western Sydney.



ot

P.2

Travel within Region 4 still requires buying a single journmey ticket for
each bus trip every day including changes between buses across region 4.
While the STA continues to divert traffic lanes to bus only, by far the worst
bus delays are due to the long delays caused at bus stops while each passenger
iz forced to purchase & single ticket for every bus trip, Baulkham Hills
Council has timeéd M2 Sydney buses taking between 10 to 15 minutes to load
passengers at the Baulkham Hills Shopping centre bus stop, Bus lanes cannot
speed up services with a 1940's ticket system.

5. Research carried out by the University of Western Sydney has found that
Western Sydney was the most disadvantaged region for public transport. BSee
attached SMH report dated 21.10.06. .

These fundamental transport problems faced by Western Sydney residents cannot
be resolved without strong support by our local State Members direct to the
Government. It is therefore hoped Ms Tanya Gadiel will wmake such
representations on behalf of the local community.

Yours sincerely
John Longton

cc Clr C Worthington
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Ministry of Transport
Transport Planning
227 Elizabeth Street
Sydney NSW 2000

Region 4 Bus Network Service Review
It is requested that the following comments be comnsidered in this review.

1. It was agreed by stakeholders at a Region 4 consultation at Parramatta
City Council on 29.04.08, the comments closing date of 9.05.08 be extended
due to delays din distributing the proposed network maps to the community.

2, The proposed service levels-map did not include any informaiion regarding
proposed service levels. A similar map for Contract Area 15 (Busways
Campbelltown) included proposed service levels. Services on eight routes
indicate 15 minute service levels in peak periods., Baulkham Hills GShire
currently has no 15 minute services. Does Busways generally provide more
frequent service levels than Comfort Delgro Cabcharge?

3. It was requested at the Parramatta Council consultation meeting for service
levels to be provided for stakeholder's information and comment. :

4, The 2004 Bus Review Report recommended a consistant fare scale across
all metropolitan services., The NSW Council of Social Services (NCOSS) cited
in 2006 the fares inequity between private and government buses, A weekly
ticket to Macquarie University costs $55 from Mona Vale for an integrated
Travelpass weekly ticket. It costs over $100 paying separate private bus
fares from Horsley Park to Macquarie University, which is about the same
travel distance.

5. The 2004 Bus Review also stated that private bus operators should be
obliged to offer a Travel 10 (or equivalent) ticket discounted at around
15% relative to a single fare ticket, This has been a standard ticket for
ten rides for well over ten years. When will the cost of bus travel be made
equitable for all Sydney residents?

6. A key reason for the 2004 Bus Review was to reduce the number of separate
bus contract areas in Sydney from over 80 to 10 (mow 15). This was necessary
to overcome the many bus changes and separate fares paid for any travel across

-Sydney. With Region 4 operating as one single contract area, it is still

required to pay a separate fare with flag fall loading, when changing buses
owned by the one operator.

7. The 2007 Audit Report by the NSW Auditor—General found the Government
approach to transport interchanges has been ad hoc and was below par compared
with other Australian and overseas cities. The Parramatta interchange confirms
this finding. Buses depart from Parramatta to all points of the compass with
all bus destination signs at the station concourse all simply stating "buses”,
leaving the public to find the correct bus stops. The report also found the
transport Infoline 131500 number did not provide details of private buses
departing Parramatta and again compared poorly with other Australian cities
such as Melbourne and Adelaide. The report also found far to little car
parking available. RailCorp offers about 23,000 dedicated car parking spaces
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but in 2004 there were 55,000 cars parked near train stations. The audit
recommended the Government appoimt a co-ordinating body to set performance
objectives. Has any such action been taken?

8. Proposed existing bus route 606 deletes the service to Parramatta for
Fastern area residents of Winston Hills and also the service to Winston
Hills Shopping Centre.

9, The substitute new T60 service from Winston Hills shops to Castle Hill
must provide the cancelled 606 service levels for employment access travel

to both Castle Hill shops and Industrial area.

i0. Current 600 route 30 minute peak service is overloaded in peak periods,

11, Proposed extending route 600 to Macquarie Centre will make on time running
to Parramatta impossible at peak periods.

12. Route 601 services North of Baulkham Hills Shopping Centre, now at 30
minutes at peak is inadequate for the medium density development along this

route.

13. Routes 613 and 614 to Sydney only total eight services each day to Sydney-
with route 613 proposed deletion. This will ensure the Bella Vista combined
614 route buses will be packed before reaching Winston Hills, forcing many
to stand each day to Sydney and many to walk greater distances to catch buses.
Both services should continue and also provide an hourly service all day
including evenings. :

Yours sincerely

Jphn Longton



“Areroneeing yodsuen pagrun v
epun pauaddey sel Yo Jo [[B
Jua 13d g0g woxy N d4gg
21 drazodsueny otjgnd pue sdin Jo
=2 Jad 5 /T 03 dn S1eYs 531 1M
‘snq 4q apeur mou a1e sdin atouy -

oI & AHEsN WOB[S N JO
Tonut dn Bupye: sasng M Guan
134 7o/ 5T oreys Ie> Aeupdg)
2 3ad g7p. 01 symod @Bejwen
-3ad g £q wapTey sey sdim spidosd
jo aTeys 5383 SR DOOE SouIS

il

IISNYNL (Y

+ "uei 9sn o1 apdoad
ar0m 2urdeInesua ‘Syqelaunr)
03 dasy PUR 12JSE] SAOW $35Nq
Inoqe STed IOMI] HIAL peuooq
sey atodsueny oyjqnd Ing o3
atp £ed o1 yZnous Aqeam S50ty

loy Aquo poof Zuleq oy WSis

. IST]J U0 SWaas YoM e 1ad og

£q sfefap oLyen N 5B ] LU0
A10 941 19303 0] STe0 o) 3BIBYD
1) s7 Bupesq-uonsaSuoy
Y3 I0] UMOUY 353Q ‘9an

0 dUO YDLIq € 0) UOPUO'

-Jaja a1owy Juracad s oy ‘1apeal
Se UOTRUIEIU] PUOISS Sy UJ
"Wt Sufqnop
Jo J[NSs1 SIUNIIONM S pey
PUE 5pI0°] Jo S5O 313 Aq [e8ag
pareoep sem oM Sare] aonp
-2 03 uSredures & uo sHgsT A
UT SOLJO JSFIES U UM O 3]
paY,, SWes S 5T o "ouoysSury
U9y ToAely ot a[qeuodser wew
00 pue e 3 una oy Aoeronest
-1 PRUIQUIOD W0 SBY UOPUOT]
*SISISTHIUL JURISJJIp OM) pUE
‘syucumiedap jBIS OoM1 TESAMTAG
PopPMIp ST wiodsuen sASupds
“STEIT OLFED 009
5410 313 T[e pUe SpeOI IR ST
‘TOPAOID) 1B SUWIRD) MSU SY “IEx
2] spueppog] IR aoumiions
5902 oYM punoiSepun =)
‘sqed JeIq ‘Sesng FqIep-snop
SIT NJ[¥ 3 JSF' SHOO[ UOPUOT

. 103 Modsue], ‘vopuoq uj

*STIOUHO0 PUR Y 1) Aq Usssioso
51 urerdord Aemopdo BurSpay
¥ "SOLUS] 1 Ssui uopmlodics
Liojrgeis matr ® pue “rodsuer),
Jo AnSTuTA oY) £q patefnSan poq
‘sesng Aoupdg pue ssireduros ayen
-txd Aq omix a1e sesnq sy ‘dropgrey
£q unx sie surery sy -A31I0
-ty OJRL], pUR Specy o Aq
PIUIBA0S T8 SPEOI Ufew SAoUpAg

yoIquLL

SP— 90— /My WALSAS QIAING

R AR

ALY

T

(e



.

.

«¢1CLT SI] 9AY] OF Juem.
Aeax nok o ruonmg [emusy
JO Sanysuloln] sAl UINM Asupds
JO 12 24BY pnok Teyy oyif 2q 03
sem ASUpAS Jr puy;, "pres lesoey
1Q ensuiepmt axrenbs sad srdoad
000085 2)1f Buryrawos 108 94 NOA
ausym Suoy Buol 2y L E U
§§ walsAs 12045UBII WRUFEOP 1t
aq o) 3zodsuen sijgnd 198 01 Sur
-08 4201 51004 Aem Ajuo sy,
“woudolaasp
-Iza0 sasoddo womym ‘sqingng
1nQ saeg dnoif pununuos am
Jo uaprsard ‘resaey Auol, oroxy
awes 1rodsuen; suyqnd inoqe
wsndeds jo 530U auo Ay,
*$OA[DSTUBY] STou
~ueld 211 Jo S3LITRALE [BUCISSojosd
2141 Aq Anited paitemin usaq per
Suluueqd ytodsuen pue asn pue]
210183311 01 ueid auo pres TR
uwjor ‘uensuos Sumuerd y
"[IH 2510y 03
AUI[ [TET 359M-1[110U Y} [20UED 01

- Aes souured ‘ssau jo o

#5N0¥3 e 35nf d1om A9 J1 parap
~UOM NG SITI] 01T mMaT JO 3d0
-uo3 dy3 paitoddns umolg 1y
«A3U0W ouI 51500 wren & ue
sdais oym nrosxad Ly, 152 ‘e3s0D)
PRI T3INSBALY, a1y Jo °pmy.

Y

oiqnd aaey, 01 pawnre £Zajerss
S, "SIVIATS ST puE TTe1 Aavay
“Trex 181 mau Sorafoary A8sen1s
odsuen £pupdg mau georpe:
& pasodord ead 3se] oym 119dxe
Wodsuen v 51 wolerdels SED.

~I3e a3 paserqdered off "pies oy
o JI3D B WS IS0 JUPIP I 55N

-3q sem I -ppuuny, Ar-ssorn

31 sem padfH Anseas], Jiodsuen
3O W0 2uo SyJ,, “flex pasidsap
Ainseal) pres ‘wrnyog 310d
~SUBL], pUe WsLIMO], 313 Jo 103093
~Ip SuEeueIn oy ‘UmoIg ST

[ 3up(polq sem yorym Amsesil

"SOUY] [TeX BiXa 10] SUe[dyj.

*SAU [TBI Mal
SE yons ‘pling pue ued o3 sigak
Auew pazmbal yorym speford
1oy Bupueny pue 1ioddns Su
-3AURIENS JO A2M SUO 3G plnom. .
STY), "psaide sonrjed jo sepis
[0q SSAUN pR30RS aq 10U plnod
oyM J10dSUET JO IBUOLSSIIINoY
e _Bunumodde palgdoape sy

2IBIS A1 sEM I IR Jusw
-3218® UJ SeMm 3[qe3 punol sy,

“Modsuen peor ayeapid

4o 43S 9uo 1500 Tivl £q ardoad
Sursow pres woisjderg Iy

SN O Axaas

8urara] sa01Alas \am ‘sasseu

-I$nq pue sasnoy Jo jued Jad g¢

Jo sanew (b UM yrodsuen

. 'Pies 9 “W21sAS Jlodsied]
SUO OJUI S9SNQ PUE 1Bl ‘PEOI 95
-ue310,01 £paq € pey puR[sU=anY)
[Ty, ‘el0desurg pue Aetiiss ur
PaLIN00 STUY, “BUTpUry PUe soxey
se [[om se ‘Bunpred pue Supird
peOX “BuIpiing prod “liodsuen
21qnd Surpmaur ‘Lodsuen e Jur
-I[eAuos Apoq s18u1s ® 5q pmoys
913173 palsol3ns Noolgeze 1

o—ga-3 Lly§

. .,.w.HanhmﬁE
Ol pauy A[enioe g1 yeus uepd
Justusdereur YIMOIB palydIeasal
-Tiom A[[ea1 B Jo yoe] yueredde
Ue 8q 0] SWI9T5 9= [, :pIes ‘B[l
-ISNy Jo AusU] Iurmuely o
Jomapisaideters ‘wopurg symp
‘saspuord JWLIIPIp Mau
4q peoerdal 10 ‘papIpodl ‘paqe0
-UED ‘poLIaJep USY) SIam TPMpM
WIURACH g o1 £q sjuau
-~20UNOULE JO 521138 3t} pue ‘Lod

~SUen Sifqnd 0] JUSunIIwios tIlay *

-Buo] Jo oer a3 4q porensny
pue paguroddesip Auioyun srom

S[qe3 Punol sy1.0) payauy sjxad

%o Suprrerd pue modswery
« &30 SSR[-Pliom ® 3q
300Mm 3m, STeRA (T 01 2Aly Ul Jer)

Woppaxd [ 3 Sewr 300D aMm J,,
"SIBA (g J0] walsds [rer 843 Jo
1531 3y Syp01qun I :sdof Toffm
B J[BY PUB I5oM-TINOS PUE I5oMm
~TRI0U 313 UJ SBIR M3U ) Sy
¥ L3 sy} 10 JusunseAn] o(Suis

Juertodmy Jsowr By} sJeyy,,
*S9TH] [IBT JO wanshs xojduton g fon
-pds Buperedss pue ‘uoiSmdda
PUR [[IH @smoy o031 seuy
SepaRY] Yoiym “urerBord Smppng
ApMmTes JmowUISA0S 513 93aydirss
01 oq pnoys fioud myew oty

« SO/6L 1 ul pavtadder Jeym
Mes ap -Sumod o1e e syaoys
2[00 16 1108 a1 10 paddmba
£Ieal Jou Bxam,, *$qIngns
Juspuadsp-tes A1on swos pey

- AupAs et s[qey puno: ppusy

903 ploy ¥aupdg A3ojouysag
Jo faszoaun e Supuwerd ueqmm
ULI3IMI08] B S[001q9zZe ATen

. . -paurem sey
Iouueld 1odsuen e ‘stesd moy 2
UM [21Xeq ® 00Z$-05TS Goral
PIMO> YOIYgM [lo pUe sytiensuo
UGqIED Jo $HP0YS druouose Suy
-Hod 311 yam adoo o) paddmba
-ITT SLASUPAS pajeunop-yvD v

uRynog yJey

Aem ATuo aupy Trey



i

mwrn%wﬁmou@.wnwn@umbmﬁmb ! iy |- _ 9, G i afairer deal. On ABCrudio, he * ™
_{~horestbroker. h ;

..Z, , ...... ._..... ,. Honmna mmn_uﬂ&wgmngmun ‘

m_._bmw—zm ...._,.‘_.,_ m._.m__mm_uﬁ_oz um . .... wwwﬂwﬂwnmwﬁmwmﬂu&gm
. U | | _

the whistle on 2 great tax scam? .—._..mm mv@:lm 5 SNt U pe i “TRor

Emé@ $37:billion GST4 ’ - . :

R s

munanmnmm mumﬂan__mmEonmnbm ™. espite the n_.mﬁoﬁmoﬁ. .
-moneytothestates, - i3 .~ P . g : e s - : ch mm‘ﬁ#mﬂnnwmﬁmnm_mﬁn
Compared with the state mum P it

] ; 37 ! Costello, yestérday dismissed |
mm&nﬂgo:ﬂembuiwouo:ub% : . ., S ; ﬂnmnmvu.ﬂwmz%moﬁﬂﬂmﬁmou

e i not alone: advised the new state Treasurer,

“inhisview that federal-state . : B . w&&mm_.nomnﬁuo_“.no.mnﬁﬁ.o_;
H&mﬁonv.mwnﬁunamommumgb & : , :

‘Some of the country’s top. . : : : i / Commonwealth argument”.
. economists and taxexpertssay” | - gy e , . 2%, s Thefederal Treasurerhas
Eomﬁﬁﬁwon&mﬁwuanmﬁn S - 2
. GST.isoverly complex, inefficient..;
mb&b%ﬂ.mbmwmnnun. The;:
" distortfons in the state grants™ = ... o o S et SRR &mﬂwcnnoulmunn,oﬁwuo%mﬁ. )
systernhave the potentialto' ..~ - thepastdecade. The State:" ", v~ . monou.mnmnmm.uzg mumﬁnﬂoum.. .. complextaskandthe " : . Costelld likes to point otk the'
exacerhate regional downturns “* * Government estimates that NSW' -~ "—~will be $1537 per persop 1.2 4" Commonwea]th Grants;~ - .”mmwwmmwnm%ﬁmmnmnmuwwnmnom
mbmmmEmmmEmumnou&.,. " willsubsidise otherstates,., " - compared with $2211 per person. - | .noBEum_oPSEnww%unﬂwo 3
economy. : . EnEaEwiﬁmﬂbﬁnmbmmun -« forthereciplentstates.. = . - - Treasurer onhowthe GST ¥ ., ;
' mpﬁumn_ummﬁozmﬂ_&ﬁ. "y 3 Queensland, by $2.8billion this | *s “:The policy of “e ‘equalisatio; - should be allacared, mgmﬁum
‘Macfarlane has highlighted :financial year-a transfer of $407 where poorerstates are:. "3 3 are flaws in the system.
- should be atthe topofthe; , - from each NSW resident>NSW: ¥+, m&mﬁmmm&%vﬁwﬁou&.ﬁg & Whilethere isa'ease for:
-mationalreformagenda. . " : . will getbackjust 79 cents foreach - - o

' Cross-subsidies from NSWar and - $10fGST generated in'the state, -
<.Qoﬂm wmﬁ mﬂosa mgq oﬁn ...,....‘.. o .Eﬁ mﬁﬁmm GST.grant: 8 thew

...“.. TTolaa N




S AT—o+ —7

N BUDGET

States get a smaller slice of tax pie -

John Garnaut and Matt Wade

THE states are recefving less
money from the Commonwealth
than at any time in three dec-
ades, contrary to claims they are
receiving “windfall gains” be-
cause of the GST.

~ The calculations by Macguarie
Bank; which adjusts for taxes the
states gave up for the GST, show
the stafes recelved grants from
Canberra worth 5.1 per cent of

gross domestic product last .

financial year, down from about
7 per cent two decades ago.

While the NSW Treasurer,
Michael Costa, is ingwith a
$509 million deficit, the federal
Treasurer, Peter Costello, is ex-
pected to announce another
upward revision of tax revenue
forecasts in the budget on May 8.

Bconomists are concerned -

that yesterday’s benign infiation
data has removed the threat of
an interestraterise and therefore
the most effective constraint on
Federal Government spending.

In his research note .on .

government finances, 4
Macquarie Bank economist, Rory

Robertson, cascigated Mr
Costello and the Treasury de-
partment for publishing “serious- *
Iy misleading” figures that hid
the fact that GST ws raised by the
Commonwealth and that it re-
placed a series of state taxes.

“ts effective funding of state
and local functions remains at a
three-decade low,” he said.
“Todays seriously misleading .
budget aggregates effectively hide
the fact that Canberra is collecting
more taxes as a share of GDP ~
and keeping more for its own use
~ than ever before.”

T
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Federal state system out of kilter,

says .pp osruon

Brlan Robins

AN OVERHAUL of stite and fed-
era] relations is neededio rackle
ma_]or “itigfficiencies In- the "tax
systém, says a péilel set up by the

NSwW Ougosmon o
“ft is nonsensical that 80 per
cent of tax revenue goes to the
Commonwealth while only
16 per <ént is eollecteéd by the
State Governihent yet the State
is responsible for 40 per cent of
cutlays,” said the shadow

treasurer, Greg Pearce.

The Opp dsition finance spokes-
man, Mike Baird, said: “This
inefficient sysiem means we
have $20 billion sitting in a
federal surplus while infrastruc-
ture and services in NSW are
crumbling.”

The 0pp051t10n statement
adds to a chorus of calls for a
tax overhaul, including from
the State Government, and
comes as the Independént Pric-
ing and Regulatory Tribunal
finalises its review of taxation.

The State Government is con-

cerned that its tax revenues
cover just 40 per cent of outlays,
with Federal Government
grants covering another 40 per
cent, much of jt tied to specifie
projecis and programs.

The balance comes from in-
come from government-owned

trading enterprises such as the’

electricity industry.

The State Governhment has
been in dispute with the Federal
Government over the split of
GST revenues, especially since
NSW subsidises Queensland.

o
Theheavy reliance on payroil
taxes in NSW is a continuing
source of complaint from busi-
ness, and the propérty industry,
in a submission to the tribunal
inquiry this month, referred to
what it said was the role of in-
equitable property taxes in the
rental accomulodation crisis.
hg Real Estate Institute said
in its submission: “Stamp duty
on real property transfers and
land tax are disincentives for
investment in rental accommo-
dation in NSW.”

St‘amp duty on property sales
and land ‘tax also contributed to
the accommodation crisis, it said.

“The retention of transfer
duty on real property trans-

. actions and land taxat the same
time as abolition of stamp duty
on othet asset transfers dis-
crimihates against real Prop-
erty as an investment a$set.”

Property faXes account for a
third of the State Government’s
tax revenues, the same pro-

portion as raised through

payroll taxes.
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runnmg, says Rees

Brlan Roblns, Sunanda creaqh
and Wendy Frew -

SYDNEY has grossly under-
* estmated thmlfopulanon ax-
plasion that squeeze fts re-
SOUCES over ke next 20 years,
but the i alnpp:d Premier
admits it is*foint}ess” 1o promise
the billions bf dollars in exira
speivding the clty will need,
Nathan Rees yesterday sig-
nalled deep cuts in the capital
?en program and a radfeal
arture ffom the $140 billlan
mgamctum stratogy of tha for-
mer premies, Mormis Ierama,
On the same day that it
emerged Sydney will need
elmost 900,000 extra homes by
2031 ~ a third more than est-
mated three years ago —« Mr Rees
told & news confezence: “Govern-
ments ean boast ahout capital
wotls programs extending out
five, 10, 15 yeurs. But essentially

what you're boasting a!mul:is the .

level of debt you have,”

Mr Rees safd inébifie af revesue

was peedéd to serviee the debt.

“lfyecan't, s poindesshonst-
ifig:- about a t:np:tk whtks
program,” he sald.

‘Treasury pressure on infra-
structure spending s eppatent
again today, astheHcmld rnvea.ls
the Government is facing re-
newed pressure fiom its officlals
o dump Mr lemma’s promised
$1.35 bﬂﬁon&mhmmm
a 13-kilometre liné to the new
population growth centre at
Edmendsen Park and Leppingten.
Expressions of Interest wate in.
vited only weeks ago from
companies to b ﬁn

Papulation gmwth in such
areas will be a big test for the
clty's Future Infrastructure
needs. A soaring immigration
rats means Sydney witl peed to
squeeze in a third more houses
and flats by 2031 chan was esti-

mated only thres years ago. [Full
report = Page 6] The city’s flag-
glog infrastructure is already
struggling to cope with popu-
Jation pressures: But falling tax
rovenue had left the Government
titdde choleé but to slash spend-
ing, Mr Reessald. -

Mr lemma and bis treanirer,

* Mickael Costa, hed boasted that
thejr 10-year; $140 blllion infra-

A BRIDGE
TOO FAR

Governments can
boast about
u capital works
programs extending
out five, 10, 15 years.
But essentially what
“you're boasting about
is the level of debt
you have, If we can't
[servicethat debt],
it’s pointless boasting
abott a capltal
.works program.

"PREMIER
NATHANREES

HEADING
‘NOWHERE, .

A c]nud ﬁanqs oVérthe
much vaunted "histeric®
headland park at
Baranqarbo. Page &

HO LUCKY STATE

Rees has sald he flans to
bulld back credibllity “day
by day" and “brick by
brick", Good [uck alter
vesterday,

Andreyt Clennell; Page 5

< rg

stelicture plan was the "]argest
capjtal expenditure in the state's
history”. Thiswas central to their
efforts ta overcome the legacy of
the tight-fisted policy of the pre-
vious premier, Bob Carr, and bis
treasurer, Michael Egan, of not
ypgrading agéing {nfrastruciure
and instead rcducmg debr.

Mr Rees sald his Governmwent

‘would do whatever was needed

to retaln jts triple-A credit rating
from Standard & Poors and
Moody’s, a statemtent that drew
irrned{are fire from the former
prime minister and weasures

- complets

’ “We'want the state funddd on |
- | pec_capita basis - which is a de

Paul Keating. Amid fears that the

planned harbour headland park
at Millers Point conld be delayed
. for by the cuts, Mr Keatl
sald: *Lar's not worry too mu
about Standard & Poors and
Moody's. And 1would say to the
Gwematemé thali: it 'shoulda’t he
doing handsprings te worry
about essentistly whether the
place is AAA or Al

“The wheole of Australia is
muich stronger pn all its finda-
mentels than the United States”

But the Hees Government fs
dmmng up a inini-budget, to be
T five weeks, with &
review of speadi pruposa]s
inder way. The state budget faces
a revenue shortfall of more than
1 billien from the downturn in
tht property market. The
Treasurpr, Erfe Roozendaal, also
signatled last wial thae GST rew-
enue would fall by $400 million.

Mi Rees said: “Tpless we get
the fiscal platforin right then,
ﬁa.nkl for the rest of it, we may
as well whistle Dixfe. I dor't rel-
fsh these eircumstances. But 'm

" not afraid of them, elther.”

Hednd theotherpmmkrsmll

today to discuss the hnpact on the

* Australlan economy of the col. "

la se of large parts of the US

]J :‘E fmance industries
nlnng wnh health fundinf

Wi Rees will be brisfed by fed-
eral Treasury officinls,

NSW Treasury s concerned
about the downtum In stamp duty
from property transactions and
GST revenue, coupled with the

ibility of higher ﬁlnding'cus'!s
g;s a.nib .

the Government’s

infrastructure spending,
“There {s a new reality we pre
facug now < the financial
at the state level, com-
pounded by the International

situation,” Mr Rees sgid,
egeth will push Canberra to Iift

I

“If the [states] and the Com
monwealth aren’e able to get on;
m;i: of the funding fermula, and

th] Inereaslng demand for
hea]th services in Australla,
bealth will consume most Etatcﬂ
budgets enrirely” Mr Rees safd.

be past, and what

pariure

| msmmmyasc»snmnamg&om'

the feds hasbeen diminished ovar
the past couple of decades, 14 lke
10 see that restored, But the crjt-

cal fssue Is how we deal with
growth in demand of some 8 per
cent B year.”

Under the Grants Commission
funding proesss, Mr Rees said,
N$W had been penallsed.

Discussion over the Fedel
Govemment’s computer roll-out
for sehools will also be debated,
with NSW adamant that Can.
berra pay for the software a.nd

other costs.

the

d to keep Sydney




